
Thursday, April 23, 2020
Volume 30 Number 17

$ 1 . 0 0

  USPS 006-101  

(620)  298-2659       e - m a i l :  c u n n i n g h a m c o u r i e r @ e m b a r q m a i l . c o m

www.cunninghamcourier.news

The Cunningham Courier
"The only newspaper in the world that cares about Cunningham, Kansas"

photo submitted by Angie McGuire

Hunter McGuire, senior at 
Cunningham High School, has 
signed to play basketball with 

Bethany College in Lindsborg. The 
new Swede is shown here with her 
parents, Clint and Angie McGuire, 
and her sisters, Madison, Cali, and 
Reese. Coach Keith Ferguson was 
unable to attend due to the social 

distancing taking place at this time. 

 Hunter McGuire Signs with Bethany CollegeDeja Vu? 
No, I do believe we can all it deja 

goof. I have no idea what happened or 
what I was thinking last week, but I do 
own my mistakes. I received an email 
from Angie about Hunter signing with 
Bethany College. And when I went to 
put the paper together, Bethany became 
Bethel and, well, the rest is a mistake 
for the Courier history books. Angie 
called me immediately after the paper 
went out via email. She was very nice. 
I was very grateful for her understand-
ing. Sorry, Hunter...and best wishes for 
a successful college life! 

The West Kingman County Board of 
Education meeting was called to order 
at 7:01 p.m. on Monday, April 13, 2020, 
by President Scott DeWeese.  

President, Scott DeWeese; Vice-
President, Brent Hansen; Members, 
Joyce Gridley, Brent Miller, Travis 
Thimesch, Kurt Preisser, Vicki Oldham; 
Superintendent, Robert Reed; and 
Clerk, Stacy Webster.

 Motion made by Kurt Preisser, 
seconded by Joyce Gridley, to approve 
the agenda as presented.  Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Motion made by Kurt Preisser, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to approve the 
minutes of the March 9, 2020 Regular 
meeting. YMotion carried 7-0.  .  

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Brent Miller, to approve the 
minutes of the March 30, 2020 Special 
meeting. Motion carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Brent Hansen, 
seconded by Vicki Oldham, to approve 
the payment of bills in the amount of 
$258,406.85 and the financial reports as 
presented. Motion carried 7-0.  

Mr. Reed reported to the board that 
our Continuous Learning Plan has been 
submitted and approved by KSDE. He 
shared that the staff has reported that 
things are going well. He also shared 
the challenges and changes to the 
food service program.  Superintendent 
Reed also visited with the board about 
Drivers Ed and possible dates for a 
Graduation ceremony.

The Education Co-op held a Zoom 
meeting that Member Joyce Gridley 
was unable to attend.  Superintendent 
Reed will have a meeting with the Co-
op tomorrow.  Nothing to report at this 
time.

Motion made by Joyce Gridley, 
seconded by Kurt Preisser, to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Reed at 7:25 p.m. until 7:40  p.m. to 
discuss individual personnel for the 
non- elected exception under KOMA. 

Motion carried 7-0.  
President DeWeese declared the 

meeting in open session at 7:40 p.m.
Motion made by Brent Hansen, sec-

onded by Brent Miller, to go into execu-
tive session with Superintendent Reed 
at 7:50 p.m. until 7:55 p.m. to discuss 
contract negotiations for the negotia-
tion exception under KOMA. Motion 
carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 7:55 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Joyce Gridley, to approve 
Resolution 2020-014 non-renewal of 
the teaching contract for Kathy Hartley 
for the 2020-2021 School Year.  Motion 
carried 7-0.   

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Reed at 8:00 p.m. until 8:05 p.m. to 
discuss individual personnel for the 
non- elected exception under KOMA. 
Motion carried 7-0.  

President DeWeese declared the 
meeting in open session at 8:05 p.m.

Motion made by Vicki Oldham, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to approve 
Angie McGuire for Summer Weights 
supplemental position. Motion carried 
7-0.  

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Vicki Oldham, to approve 
Becky Huelskamp as KAYS sponsor 
for the 2020-2021 School Year. Motion 
carried 7-0.  

Motion made by Brent Miller, sec-
onded by Joyce Gridley, to approve 
KASB Policy updates as recommended 
by Superintendent Reed. Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

Motion made by Kurt Preisser, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:09 p.m.  Motion car-
ried 7-0.  

The next regular meeting of the 
West Kingman County Unified School 
District No. 332 Board of Education 
will be at 7p.m. on Monday, May 11, 
2020, in the Board of Education Office 
at 104 W 4th St, Cunningham, Kansas. 

BOE Non-renews Veteran 
Teacher's Contract 

Annual Sewer Cleaning 
begins Thursday, 

April 23
Mayer Specialty Services, LLC., 

Goddard, KS will be in Cunningham 
April 23, 2020 for maintenance work 
on the city’s sewer system. The area 
to be cleaned this year is the South 
part of town (everything south of First 
Street and including the area west of N. 
Douglas Street and south of W. Third 
Street on the north part of town).  

Residents of the area to be cleaned 
are encouraged to take the following 
precautions on the days sewers will be 
cleaned:

Cover all floor drains with plastic 
and place a weight on the plastic.

Cover all toilets with plastic and 
close the lid on the plastic.

If you should notice an unpleasant 
odor, run water into each drain to re-fill 
the traps.

Sewer lines can develop air pressure 
or a partial vacuum from the cleaning 
process.  Usually any excess air pres-
sure or vacuum will dissipate through 
plumbing vents, but occasionally there 
are homes with inadequate vents, ob-
structed vents, or no vents at all.  In the 
case of inadequate venting air pressure 
could escape through the toilet, sink, 
tub, shower or floor drains causing 
water to splash out. Or, a vacuum could 
draw water out of plumbing traps allow-
ing an unpleasant odor to escape.  

During the cleaning, which should 
be completed during the day, water and 
drains may be used as normal.  

If the cleaning will require an ad-
ditional day, city maintenance workers 
will notify the affected addresses. 

If  you have 
questions, call 
City Hall at (620) 
298-3077.  

The Only Thing Constant is Change

The Dafforn house (or Hart house) has stood on the 
corner of Main and 4th Streets since the mid-1880's. 

The house was torn down, as it has fallen into disrepair over the last few 
years. Joe and Cecile  Sterneker plan on placing a garage on the property. 

Left: The old 
water well house 

stands next to 
the new one. 

There is a 
second new one 

next to the other old 
one, but it didn't 
make the photo.

Below:
The site of the 

third water well is 
just to the right of 

the pile of dirt. 

Courier photos
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CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Sunday School  
9:30 a.m.

Worship      
10:45 a.m.

Bible 
Study   

6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      

9:15 a.m.

 

Cunningham
Sunday School     

9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Katelyn Zoglmann

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine 

Lodge
Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship   

8:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Pastor Dennis 

CHURCH 
OF 

CHRIST
Penalosa

Sunday 
Bible Class 

10:00 a.m.

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday 

Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

(3rd Sunday of each 
month breakfast fellow-
ship at :  8:30 a.m.)

Community Bulletin Board

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com 
(Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774)
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Schools Box Tops for Education

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Saturdays 
5:30 p.m.

St. John’s, 
Zenda

Saturdays
4:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Sundays
8:30 a.m.

St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Sundays
10:00 a.m..

Fr. Roger Lumbre     

closed

closed

closed

closed

closed

closed

Someday......

    con't on page 3

1970
A p r i l  2 3 –  T h e 

Nashville-Zenda 
High School  Music 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  u n d e r 
Instrumental Instructor 
Eddy  Emerson  and 
Vocal Instructor Mrs. 
Bill Bradley, presented 
a Pre-Contest Concert 
in the N-Z Gym last 
Thursday evening.  All 
the entries appearing at 
the State Music Contest 
in Macksville, Friday and 
Saturday, were presented 
to a large and apprecia-
tive audience. 

Eight-eight of the 96 
students enrolled at N-Z 
participate in the music 
program. 

T h e  N - Z  M u s i c 
Department received fine 
ratings at the State Music 
Contest.

I ratings were award-
ed to Gloria Bohrer (girl’s 
high voice), the Mixed 
Ensemble (Karen Jacobs, 
Gloria Bohrer, James 
Goetz, Debra Lampe, 
Barbara Keimig, Betty 
Dicke, Charles Miller, Ed 
Miller, Eddie Vierthaler, 
Eddie McGuire, Kenny 
Dirks, Tommy Moore, 
Scott Whitmer, Mark 
Danahy, Mike Woodard, 
and Rod Blasi), and 
the Saxophone Trio 
(Donna Mattal, Gloria 
Westerman, and Debbie 
Kanngiesser, and Diane 
Swingle, accompianist).

II ratings went to 
the Boys Glee Club, 
Boys Ensemble, Girls 
Ensemble No. 2, Brass 

Ensemble, Percussion 
E n s e m b l e ,  B r a s s 
Ensemble, Karen Jacobs 
(girl’s high voice), and 
the Girls Glee Club.

I I I  r a t i n g s  w e r e 
awarded to the Band (I 
rating in sight-reading), 
Woodwind  Quar te t , 
Clarinet Quartet, Jane 
Goetz (girl’s high voice), 
Girls Ensemble No. 1, and 
Kenny Dirks (trombone). 

The  Cunningham 
High School  Music 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  u n d e r 
Instrumental Instructor 
Charles Yingling and 
Vocal Instructor Joyce 
Rogers, received fine rat-
ings at the State Music 
Contest at Macksville last 
Friday and Saturday. 

In the Instrumental 
Division, I ratings were 
r e c e i v e d  b y  K a n d i 
Bradley (snare drum) 
and the Brass Quartet 
No. 1 (Kris Sheldon, Bill 
Cundiff, Bob McGovney, 
and Jim England). 

II ratings were award-
ed to the Woodwind Trio 
(David Steffen, Linda 
Lawson ,  and  Mary 
Kampling), Brass Quartet 
No. 2 (Linda Cain, Bill 
Cundiff, Cindy Mantooth, 
and Gene Depenbusch), 
Brass Quartet No. 3 
(Cindy Mantooth, Elaine 
Webster, Mark Dafforn, 
and Gene Depenbusch), 
Brass  Quinte t  (Bob 
M c G o v n e y ,  K r i s 
Sheldon, Linda Cain, 
Mark  Daffo rn ,  and 
Jim England), David 

Steffen (saxophone), 
Linda Lawson (clarinet), 
and Bob McGovney 
(trombone).  

III ratings went to 
the Flute Trio (Rogene 
Cooley, Suzanne Steffen, 
and Teresa Long), and 
Jim England (trombone). 

In the Vocal Division, 
Rogene Cooley was 
awarded a I rating for her 
solo in girl’s high voice. 

II ratings were award-
ed to Cindy Mantooth 
and Candice Rohr (girl’s 
medium voice), the Girls 
Glee Club, and the Mixed 
Chorus (IV rating in 
sight-reading). 

III ratings went to Jean 
Eck (girl’s high voice) 
Alan Rohr (boy’s medi-
um voice), and the Mixed 
Ensemble. 

The  Cunn ingham 
High School Speech and 
Forensic Department stu-
dents, under the direction 
of James Kelso, received 
excellent ratings at the 
State Speech Contest in 
Hutchinson, Saturday, 
April 11.

The ratings were as 
follows:

Dramatic Interpretation:  
Rogene Cooley, I; Sheryl 
Dunn, II; Jill Rose, II. 

Poetry Interpretation: 
Bonnie Albers, II. 

Prose Interpretation: 
Kris Sheldon, II; Cheryl 
Simon, III.

Extemporaneous 
Speech: Jim England, I; 
Mark Dafforn, I. 

Informative Speech: 
Jim England, II. 

The one-act  play, 
“The American Dame,” 
received a  I  rat ing.  
Members of the cast 
were Gene Albers, Curtis 
Kitson, Bonnie Albers, 
Rogene Cooley, and Kris 
Sheldon. 

Christopher Dean is 
the name chosen by Mr. 
and Mrs. Alvin J. Rohr 
for their new son and 13th 
child, born April 11.

The visit of the Red 
Cross Bloodmobile to 
the Cunningham-St . 
Leo area, Monday at 
the Sacred Heart Hall, 
brought an excellent re-
sponse, according to Co-
chairmen Mrs. Alferd 
Thome of St. Leo, and 
Mr. and Mrs.  Loren 
Cooley of Cunningham.

Eighty pints of blood 
were received, exceed-
ing the quota of 60 pints 
by 20. 

There were six first-
time donors, Donald 
Becker,  Tom Strohl, 
Rosalie Spade, Charles 
Lackey, Elmer Adelhardt, 
and Jeanine Mincks. 

F o u r  d o n o r s 
reached the one-gallon 
mark, Edwin Steffen, 
Billy DeWeese, Wava 
McGovney, and Doris 
Conrardy. 

Two-gallon donors: 
Marcella  Arensdorf , 
Wm. Molitor Jr., John 
Vogler, Roselyn Thome, 
Josephine Strohl, and 
Wayne Oak.

Three-gallon donors: 
Ernest J. Blasi and Merle 
McCune. 

F o u r - g a l l o n  d o -
nors: John Bock, Paul 
Conrardy, and Clarence 

Fischer. 
Da lmer  Cr i ck  o f 

Cunningham donated his 
64th pint of blood, mak-
ing him an eight-gallon 
donor. 

1965
April 22– New offi-

cers elected for the com-
ing year at the Tuesday 
evening dinner-meet-
ing of the Cunningham 
Lions Club are Ralph 
Baber, President; Fr. 
Eugene Robl, First Vice-
President; Athol Chase, 
Second Vice-President; 
Ray McIvain, Third Vice-
President; Jack Meyers, 
Secretary-Treasurer; 
Harry DeArmond, Lion 
Tamer; James Stanley, Tail 
Twister; Lee DeWeese, 
Will Seacat, and Evan 
Thornhill, Directors; and 
Francis Dafforn, Program 
Chairman. 

J a c k  Ve r m i l l i o n , 
eighth grade departmental 
teacher and building su-
pervisor at Cunningham 
Grade School the past 
three years, has resigned 
his position here effec-
tive at the end of the 
current school term.  He 
has accepted a position 
at Mullinville Grade 
School, where he will 
teach eighth grade, and 
serve as an assistant 
coach. 

1960
April 21 – A group of 

friends and relatives gath-
ered at the Lynn Spencer 
home last Friday eve-
ning to help Mr. and Mrs. 
Spencer celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary. 

Over 40 boys met in 
the Lodge Hall, Monday 
evening, where an organi-
zational meeting was held 
for the summer baseball 
program in Cunningham. 

An American Legion 
team of boys from 15 
to 17 years of age will 
succeed last year’s Babe 
Ruth League team, and 
the program will continue 
with a Little League and 
Midget teams. 

1955
April 21– Thirteen 

high school musicians 
who received Division 
I Ratings at the recent 
District Music Festival in 
Pratt, will participate in 
the State Music Festival 
at Hays, Saturday.  They 
will be accompanied by 
Music Supervisor Frank 
Moses. 

Soloists making the 
trip are Donald Pelzl, 
C l a r i n e t ;  B a r b a r a b 
Johnson, Alto Clarinet; 
Jon Don Mitts, Bass 
C l a r i n e t ;  C a r e n 
Fitzsimmons, E Flat 
Clarinet; Janice Spain, 
Saxophone ;  Dona ld 
Hoagland,  Trumpet; 
Donna Renner, Voice; 
Jeanne Seacat, Piano; 
and Roger Buntemeyer, 
Trombone.  The Brass 
Quartet, composed of 
Buntemeyer, Hoagland, 
Kenton Shelman, and 
Bob Sterneker, and the 
Clarinet Ensemble, com-
posted of Pelzl, Johnson, 
Fi tzsimmons,  Mit ts , 
Beverly Kitson, and 
Ricky Rathbun, will also 
participate in the festival. 

All  first  and sec-
ond grade children in 
Kingman County will be 
vaccinated with the new 
Salk Polio Vaccine next 
Monday and Tuesday free 

of charge.  A supply of the 
new vaccine was received 
this week by Dr. H. E. 
Haskins, County Health 
Officer. 

Clinics will be lo-
cated in Cunningham, 
Nashville, Kingman, and 
Norwich.  

Ramblings from the 
Editor’s Desk

One reason oppor-
tunity isn’t recognized 
more often is that it goes 
around disguised as work. 

When you spend half 
your time making prom-
ises, it’ll take the other 
half making excuses.

The only way some 
motorists seem to learn 
safety is by accident. 

Home is a place where 
a man can say anything 
he pleases, because no-
body pays any attention 
to him anyway.

1950
April  21 – O. R. 

“Pat” Benningfield was 
re-elected to the grade 
school board, and Roy 
McGeorge Jr. was elected 
to the board succeeding 
Elmer Glenn, at the an-
nual meeting last Friday. 

According to the lat-
est reports of the United 
States Census Bureau, 
Cunningham is in the 
center of a 25-30 mile 
circle in which the young 
wheat crop is still unaf-
fected by the recent dust 
storms, dry weather, or 
green bug attacks. 

1940
April 19 –  Rufus 

Leiter was elected to the 
grade school board at 
the annual meeting last 
Friday, succeeding Mrs. 
S. T. Kincheloe.  Other 
members of the board are 
Ed Canaday and Carde 
Cannon. 

We have been expe-
riencing typical Kansas 
wea the r  th i s  week .  
Within a 24-hour period, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
this community was visit-
ed by a heavy dust storm, 
snow and a 2-inch rain. 

Cain Ratlief, 57, a 
resident of this commu-
nity for 25 years, passed 
away Monday. 

1935
April 19 – Dr. D. E. 

Thompson, Dentist, has 
started the erection of a 
downstairs dental office 
on North Main Street, 
where the old movie 
theatre and roller skat-
ing rink was formerly 
located. 

The Koss Construction 
Company of Des Moines, 
Iowa, are starting work 
on paving Highway 54 
through the western part 
of Kingman County. 

1930
A p r i l  1 8  –  R o y 

Huffman was re-elected 
to the grade school board 
at the annual meeting last 
Friday. 

New members of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Cunningham Golf Club 
are Rufus Leiter, John 
Wymer, Ed Naanes, Carde 
Cannon, and William 
Bradley.  Mr. Bradley was 
elected President, and 
Mr. Leiter will serve as 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Years ago in

The Cunningham Clipper 
   William E. Bradley, Editor

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
May 4th



closed
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Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday  
2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 

-Thursday- 
Saturday 

 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.              

Pratt Public Library 
Mon. - Thurs. 
10:00 - 7:00

Fri. - Sat. 
10:00 - 6:00

Closed on Sundays

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper

closed
Kingman 

Carnegie Library 
620-532-3061

Mon. : 10:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 

p.m.
Tues. 
: 10:00 
a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Libraries

Meanderings

Third Graders Happy Memories
Students in Mrs. Panek’s third grade class recently 

wrote about a happy memory they have. Here are 
their stories.

My First School Day at Cunningham 
 by Colton Rohlman

About two years ago, my family and I moved to 
Cunningham and my parents enrolled me in a new 
school.  I was scared to start a new school.  

On the first day at school, my mom and dad walked 
my brother and me to our classrooms.  And when my 
mom opened the door, I ran behind her and hid.

My new teacher, Mrs. Prim, showed me to my 
desk.  Right next to me was a boy named Carson.  
Carson and the other kids were nice to me.

I met two other boys. Their names were Liam and 
Wesly.  And I was the second best at soccer.  It turned 
out to be a good day.

Kansas City  
by Keyonna Huffman

We went to Kansas City last year.  I thought the 
bridge we went on was cool because it was over a big 
body of water!

I was so hungry I could of ate an elephant.  But 
when we got there, we ate at the Waffle House! It was 
the best place ever!  The next day we went to Worlds 
of Fun and Oceans of Fun!  Oceans of Fun was the 
best!  After we got in our normal clothes, we left.  
That made me sad.

 But then the next year we went to Oklahoma!  That 
was the best day of my life because it was a family trip!

The Day at Big Brutus 
 by Jeremiah Slayden

I loved spending the day at Big Brutus.  Big Brutus 
was so big you could fit a bulldozer in the bucket!  It is 
so popular that they have weddings there.  Big Brutus 
was a coal miner from the 1960’s.  I didn’t get to go 
in the cab or up the boom.  It was also big enough that 
we could go in the motor!  

I loved that day, it was so awesome! 

Kansas City 
by Carson Strohl

Last year, I went with my Uncle Joe to Kansas City.  
It was fun because we got to go to a KU football game.  
My three cousins went with me.  (Derrek, Devin and 
Braden) On the way up, there were a lot of nonsense 
games and bickering. 

After the game, we went and got Wendy’s for sup-
per. When we got back there was a wreck outside our 
hotel window.  After that we ate.  

The next morning, we went swimming and sat in 
the hot tub.  On the way back my cousin Trish made 
us hotdogs. Then we were home. 

My Vacation
by Wesly Preisser

On spring break I went to New Mexico. I went to 
an interesting alien museum.  We saw lots of pictures 
of UFOs taken by people who live there.

Next, we drove on a long and winding road through 
the Gila Mountains. Then we hiked a steep and scary 
trail. The trail led to ancient ruins. 

Our trip was amazing and exciting. We take a trip 
every year and I can’t wait to see where we visit next 
year.  

Table Rock Lake 
by Liam McGuire

We drove from Cunningham, KS to Branson, MO 
to go to Table Rock Lake with our cousins. It was 
around a five and a half hour drive!

When we got there we settled in a condo!  One of 
the things I liked was tubing.  It was really fun because 
I had to hold on tight or I would have a rough fall 
into the water.  I did it over and over again because 
it was so fun!

Another thing I liked was going down a fun water 
slide. I liked it because I got splashed in water at the 
end.  I also liked it because it was really twisty. 

I want to go to Table Rock Lake again sometime. 

Spelling Bee 2019 
by Katie Ogg

In last year’s spelling bee, I placed sixth place.  
I was kind of nervous when I was up.  I was ex-
cited that I got very far.  I also felt smart because 
I made it past the other kids.  If I spelled a word 
wrong, I sat on the bench.  If I spelled a word 
right, I went to the back of the line.  We all kept 
spelling them wrong, so it took a long time. 

I got 6th place.  At the end, they let me pass 
out the trophies and medals. Last year’s spelling 
bee was fun!

Fishing Trip 
by Sage Thimesch

Last Sunday, my brother, sister and I went fish-
ing with my mom and dad.  There is a big pond by 
our house that we went to.  We all caught several 
fish, but I think I caught the biggest fish!  It was 
really nice out.  

This is how I fished. I used a fishing lure, at-
tached to the hook on my pole, to lure the fish 
in.  Then I took the fishing pole, put it behind my 
back and threw it forward launching the lure into 
the water. Then I waited for something to bite on 
my hook.  It was really hard to reel the fish in.

On our way back home, my brother and I 
opened and closed the gate for the gator to drive 
through. It was a bumpy ride home, but it was fun 
to ride in the back. When we got home I got to 
park the gator in the shed. Then we gutted the fish 
and we are going to eat them for supper one night. 

It has been a troubling 
week. I’ve had much on 
my mind. I woke at 3:15 
this Tuesday morning. 
Clarence, who might be 
a redneck dog, but still a 
good watchdog, woke me 
for the second time in a 
week with a threatening 
growl and snarl and bark. 
I thought I’d go on back 
to sleep.

I also thought about 
getting up to investigate; 
as there has been some 
theft in town, (“the bad 
guys” as my friend Sue 
would say) but I figured 
if there was anyone in the 
backyard, they weren’t 
there any longer after 
Clarence’s threat. If I 
heard the menace in his 
voice, I wouldn’t want to 
come through the door 
unless I was well-armed. 

At 3:30, I was still 
awake. I lost a friend 
this week. Her death has 
come as a shock to all 
her friends and family 
and colleagues. Lori is 
only three weeks younger 
than I am. I had visited 
her via Facebook the day 
before.  I lay awake think-
ing about Lori, and then 
I thought of other friends 
going through trials in 
these trying times. Their 
circumstances made me 
sad and angry and disap-
pointed. My mind mean-
dered, trying to rid itself 
of all the unwelcome 
thoughts. 

At 3:45, I thought 
about my trip to the gro-
cery earlier that day. I 
thought about the small 
bag of potato chips I 
bought. I could see it 
laying on top of the mi-
crowave. The red bag of 
wavy chips. Salted and 
crunchy. “I bought those 
to eat with sandwiches” I 
told myself…. “For sand-
wiches…. Sandwiches…. 
Sandwiches… just sand-
wiches.” I was hungry. 
“There is salad in the 
fridge. It is crunchy and 
I could add some salt to 
it…. but I had that for 
supper…. Didn’t fill me 
up much.”

At 4:00 I got up, 
opened my bedroom door 
and was greeted by a pas-
sel of pussycats who must 
have heard my tossing 
and turning. We all mean-
dered out to the kitchen. 
Boris: “Are you up? Are 
you alright? I’m here. 
What are you doing?” 

Ned: "Is it time to be 
annoying? I'm hungry! 
Feed us!" 

In  the  k i tchen,  I 
put out some cat food. 
Checked the bag of chips 
on top of the microwave. 
Hm. Looked in the fridge 
at the salad. Hm. Back to 
the chips…Waaiit... there, 
setting in front of the mi-
crowave was a tiny bit of 
banana nut bread (pecans 
not walnuts) that I'd made 
on Sunday. Not salty or 
crispy, but yummy and 
filling. I put a small slice 
on a plate, poured a small 
glass of milk and worked 
Sunday’s crypto quip. 

I returned to bed about 
4:15 and was out like a 
light. 

I woke later when one 
of the cats thought it was 

time to get up. Yep, 7:15 
would be a good time to 
get up….in about an hour. 
I gave the dogs a treat to 
tide them over until I got 
up to feed them. After 
an hour or so of read-
ing, I fed the dogs, then 
I ate breakfast. I had a 
sandwich…and…. you 
guessed it, potato chips. 

Then I felt like tack-
ling all the worries that 
were racing through my 
brain during the night. 

M y  f r i e n d ,  L o r i 
Branine, will be great-
ly missed by so many: 
her fellow teachers and 
her students; her family 
and friends and church 
members.  

I have included Lori’s 
obituary/life celebra-
tion in this paper as I 
have many friends from 
the Belle Plaine/Derby/
Mulvane area who read 
the paper – either printed 
or on-line. It is my tribute 
to a fine, fine person. 

Lori loved teaching 
and she loved her stu-
dents. I am sure if you 
asked her, she'd remem-
ber most of the 100's of 
students who have sat in 
her library and listened 
to stories and checked 
out  books and learned to 
love reading because of 
her. She was a veteran of 
many years of teaching.   

Veteran educators 
bring so much to the 
world that is their class-
room. Oh, sure, a new 
teacher is full of excite-
ment and energy and 
plans and ideas; but a 
teacher who has been 
teaching for 30 or 40 
years brings wisdom and 
knowledge and dedica-
tion and devotion to a 
profession that is difficult 
and strenuous and at the 
mercy of higher powers. 

Veteran teachers can 
silence a room of students 
with a look. They know 
all the places that work 
(and don’t work) for field 
trips. They wear safety 
pins under the corner of 
their shirt. They stay calm 
and cool in crises, be-
cause they’ve been there 
and done that. 

A veteran teacher 
knows all the tricks of 
students and parents and 
administrators. They 
have taught two or three 
generations of the same 
family and know many 
of their secrets. They 
can navigate the roiling 
waters of change with 
finesse and dignity…. 
They have seen it all sev-
eral times. 

Lori, you will missed. 
You will always be loved 
for your dedication to 
learning and reading and 
kids. 

Veteran teachers, you 
are what makes educa-
tion great. Thank for your 
decades of service. You 
know who you are. 

Always reading, 
and currently reading,
"Dead Run" 
by P. J. Tracy
Roberta

“The women I know 
with strong personalities, 
the ones who might have 
become generals or the 
heads of companies if they 
were men, become teachers. 
Teaching is a calling, too. 
And I’ve always thought 
that teachers in their way are 
holy--angels leading their 
flocks out of the darkness.” 

― Jeannette Walls, Half 
Broke Horses

“Ask yourself: ‘Do I feel 
the need to laminate?’ Then 
teaching is for you.” 

― Gordon Korman

Department 
for Children 
and Families 

Announces Hero 
Relief Program

Program provides 
child care subsidies to el-
igible health care work-
ers, first responders and 
other essential workers

G o v e r n o r  L a u r a 
Kelly and DCF Secretary 
Laura Howard today an-
nounced efforts to sup-
port parents and child-
care providers during 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The “Hero Relief 
P r o g r a m ”  e x p a n d s 
DCF’s child care as-
sistance subsidies for 
families and provides 
financial support directly 
to child care providers. 
The new program specif-
ically targets health care 
workers, first respond-
ers and other essential 
workers.

“We know these es-
sential workers are risk-

ing their health every 
day to protect others,” 
Kelly said. “The Hero 
Relief Program is our 
way of saying ‘we’ve 
got your back’ by mak-
ing sure families have 
access to quality afford-
able child care.”

Beginning Monday, 
April 20, child care sub-
sidies will be available 
to essential workers who 
financially qualify. The 
list includes:

• Health care workers 
(including RNs, other 
medical professionals 
and health care support 
workers, hospital and 
laboratory staff)

• First responders (in-
cluding law enforce-
ment, fire and rescue, 
and other public safety 
workers)

• Food and agricul-
ture workers

• Judicial branch (es-
sential services)

• National Guard
• Child and adult pro-

tective service specialists

• Child care provid-
ers caring for children 
of eligible workers listed 
above

In order to quali-
fy, families must have 
countable gross income 
at or below 250% of the 
federal poverty level. 
For an average family of 
four that equals a month-
ly income of $5,458. 
Families will receive the 
full DCF subsidy amount 
based on their family 
size, with no family-
share deduction.

“During a time when 
these everyday heroes 
are working long hours, 
we hope this program 
helps relieve some of the 
financial burden they’re 
experiencing,” Howard 
said. “It’s our duty to 
support families during 
this uncertain time so 
we encourage families 
to apply.”

The  Hero  Re l i e f 
Program also supports 
child care providers by 
providing a menu of sti-

pends and grants to assist 
during the pandemic.

Grants may include:
• Sustainability sti-

pends for all KDHE-
Licensed child care and 
relative providers to help 
pay for ongoing expens-
es like food, supplies, 
labor and rent/mortgage.

• Revenue replace-
ment subsidies for DCF 
enro l led  ch i ld  ca re 
providers

• Supply grants to as-
sist with pandemic relat-
ed expenses like gloves, 
disinfectants, soap and 
other necessary items.

• Emergency worker 
support bonuses – a one-
time bonus to providers 
who care for children of 
health care workers and 
first responders.

For more informa-
tion and for instructions 
on how to apply, visit 
KSHeroRelief.com.

For more informa-
tion on COVID-19 vis-
it: www.kdheks.gov/
coronavirus.
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
D O N A L D  K .  B E T T ,  
Deceased.  
CASE NO. 2020 PR 7
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
    You are hereby notified 
that on March 26, 2020, a 
Petition for Issuance of Letters 
of Administration was filed in 
this Court by Toni Robinson, 
an heir.
    You are required to file 
your written defenses thereto 
on or before April 20, 2020, 
at 10:00 o’clock a.m. in the 
District Court, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and 

place the cause will be heard. 
Should you fail therein, judg-
ment and decree will be en-
tered in due course upon the 
petition.
    All creditors of the decedent 
are notified to exhibit their 
demands against the Estate 
within the latter of four months 
from the date of first publication 
of notice under K.S.A. 59-2236 
and amendments thereto, or if 
the identity of the creditor is 
known or reasonably ascertain-
able, 30 days after actual notice 
was given as provided by law, 
and if their demands are not 
thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
Toni Robinson, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice 
First Published in The Cunningham Courier on

Thursday, April 2, 2020 (3t) 
IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
JAMES L. SLOAN, Deceased. 
Case No. 2020 PR 8
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. 
Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
     You are hereby notified that 
a Petition has been filed in this 
Court by Sandra K. Sloan an 
heir of James L. Sloan, de-
ceased, praying:
        Descent be determined 
of the following described real 
estate situated in Kingman 
County, Kansas:
Section Twenty-eight (28), 
Township Twenty-nine (29), 
Range
Seven (7) West of the 6th P.M., 

Kingman County, Kansas
and all personal property and 
other Kansas real estate owned 
by decedent at the time of 
death.  And that such prop-
erty and all personal property 
and other Kansas real estate 
owned by the decedent at the 
time of death be assigned pur-
suant to the laws of intestate 
succession.
     You are required to file 
your written defenses thereto 
on or before April 27, 2020 at 
10:00 o›clock a.m. in the city of 
Kingman, in Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard.  
Should you fail therein, judg-
ment and decree will be entered 
in due course upon the Petition.
 Sandra K. Sloan
Petitioner
BY:  Matthew W. Ricke
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice 
First Published in The Cunningham Courier on

Thursday, April 9, 2020 (3t) 

The Board of Kingman 
County Commissioners 
met in the Expo Center 
North Room, Kansas on 
April 13th,  2020.  Those 
present: John Steffen, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk ;  John  Caton , 
C o u n t y  C o u n s e l o r 
(online)

Visitors online: Jason 
Jump, Kingman Leader-
Courier; Andrea Wood, 
Extension Agent; Ashley 
Keimig; Becky Luntsford, 
County Treasurer; Joyce 
Foley; Larry Landwehr; 
Vicki Steffen; Mendy 
Frampton, Expo Center 
Director; Richard Schott, 
Emergency Manager and 
Kallie Turner, Extension 
Agent.

S t a f f :   C h a r l e s 
Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director; Richard Schott, 
Emergency Manager and 
Mary Schwartz, Health 
Nurse.

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of County 

Commissioners Meeting 
to order at 8:30 a.m.

Chairman Steffen 
asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda.

Commissioner 
Henning would like to 
add discussion of NW 
50th St.
MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the 
agenda with the addi-
tion of NW 50th St dis-
cussion.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

John Caton, County 
Counselor would like to 
add review of a letter that 
he put together for The 
Law Company.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to amend the 
agenda to add the re-
view of a letter done by 
John Caton for The Law 
Company.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 

approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Clerk 
submitted the minutes 
of the April 6th, 2020 
Commission Meeting for 
approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the minutes of the April 
6th, 2020 Commission 
meeting.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen 
asked if there was any 
public comment.

Larry Landwehr had 
a question about 21st 
Street by the lake.  Mr. 
Landwehr noticed there 
was work being done on 
the shoulders.

Commissioners let 
Mr. Landwehr know 
that they would talk to 
Charles Arensdorf during 
his time with them.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in and answered 
L a r r y  L a n d w e h r ’s 
question during public 
comment.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that John Dormo from 
Flat Ridge 3 emailed 
and they plan to start this 
week.  

Mr. Arensdorf  dis-
cussed that he received an 
invoice for engineering 
services for Flat Ridge 3.

John Caton, County 
Counselor suggested 
sending it to John Dormo.

Commissioners would 
like to have Mr. Caton 
send an email to Trish 
Voth, Attorney for Flat 
Ridge 3 about the engi-
neer funding.

Mr. Caton let the 
Commissioners know 
that he could forward 
the email received from 
Tanner Yost, Kirkham 
Michael to Trish Voth.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed the Guaranty 
Agreement with the 
County Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
cussed the Safety Project 
north of Murdock that 
there will be a Pre con-
struction conference the 
week of 4/20/2020.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that he has sent tentative 
dates of May 11th or May 
18th, 2020 for a Hot Mix 
Bid Letting.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that he had a tentative 
box bid letting date of 
June 1, 2020 on NW 20th 
St- Skellyville Blacktop.

Commissioner Foley 
asked a question about 
NW 50th St. and when 

the overlay plans will be 
done.

Mr. Arensdorf let Mr. 
Foley know that it will 
probably be late this year 
or next year.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the wind farms 
with Mr. Arensdorf and 
Mr. Caton.

Mr. Arensdorf sub-
m i t t e d  h i s  M a r c h 
Financial Reports to 
the Commissioners for 
review.

Commissioners dis-
cussed county roads.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
County Vouchers in the 
amount of $83919.50.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners signed 
Road & Bridge Vouchers 
i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f 
$13411.70.

M a r y  S c h w a r t z , 
H e a l t h  N u r s e  w a s 
in to let the County 
Commissioners know 
that there has been no 
lab confirmed cases in 
Kingman County.  

Ms. Schwartz gave 
the Commission an up-
date that Churches and 
Funerals are limited 
to no more than 10 in 
attendance.

Chairman Steffen 
asked the Commissioners 
to review the reports sub-
mitted by Linda Langley, 
Internal Auditor.

Commissioners 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  L a w 
Enforcement Center 
and the letter that Mr. 
Caton sent to The Law 
Company.

R i c h a r d  S c h o t t , 
Emergency Manager 
discussed what he gave 
to the City of Kingman 
during their meeting last 
Thursday.

Mr. Schott let the 
Commissioners know that 
he has received the PPE 
allotment from the State.

Mr. Schott gave an up-
date to the Commissioners.

A n d r e a  W o o d , 
Extension Agent gave 
an update to the County 
Commissioners that they 
are extended out to July 
with no contact.

Mendy Frampton, 
Expo Center Director 
was in to discuss the sid-
ing.  Ms. Frampton has 
a contractor in to ask 
questions about the sid-
ing and would like the 
Commission to help her.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 10:24 a.m.  
Commissioner Foley sec-
onded the motion.  The 
motion was approved 
upon the unanimous 
vote  of  the  County 
Commissioners.

County
Commission Meeting

 April 13th 

City Council to 
Meet Monday 
through Zoom

On Monday, April 
27th at 6:30 p.m., the 
C u n n i n g h a m  C i t y 
Council will conduct its 
monthly meeting through 
Zoom, a remote confer-
encing service that com-
bines video conferenc-
ing, online meetings, and 
chat.  Council members 
will be able to attend the 
meeting from their home, 
place of business, or 
wherever they are using 
a mobile phone, tablet or 
computer.  Members of 
the public will also have 
access to the meeting us-
ing the same devices.  A 
phone option is available, 
although the numbers 
provided by the service 
are not toll free.  

Those attending the 
meeting must sign in, 
whether using a phone 
or computer.  Upon sign-
in all participants are 
muted.  The meeting 
host can unmute par-
ticipants individually or 
as a group, which will 
allow time for public 
comments.  The meet-

ing will be recorded to 
ensure compliance with 
the open meetings law.  
Contact the City Clerk at 
(620) 298-3077 or (620) 
491-2352 or with email at 
clerk67035@gmail.com 
for more information on 
attending the meeting. 

The following is bor-
rowed from the City of 
Kingman.  We will fol-
low these guidelines for 
Monday’s Cunningham 
City Council meeting as 
we use this new format 
to hold a public meet-
ing during this time 
when public gatherings 
in Kansas are limited.  
– David Steffen, City 
Clerk.

 Helpful Hints for 
City meetings in Zoom 

1. What is Zoom?  
Zoom is a digital con-
ferencing service that 
will allow meetings to 
be broadcast on the in-
ternet to devices such as 
computers, tablets, and 
phones.  It will also allow 
access to the meeting by 
telephone audio as well.  
There is no fee to use 
Zoom, but your phone 
minutes or data plan will 
be used while accessing.

2. Get the FREE Zoom 

App.  If you want to ac-
cess video and audio, it 
is highly recommended 
that users download the 
free Zoom app.  This 
will allow for easy ac-
cess on cell phones.  You 
can also download the 
Zoom app on a laptop or 
tablet as well.  If you do 
not have the app on your 
computer, laptop, or pad, 
after clicking the meeting 
link you will be prompted 
to open Zoom or have 
the option of download-
ing the app to access the 
meeting.

3. Meeting Settings.  
All meetings will have 
viewers/listeners muted 
and their video will be 
disabled.  This will allow 
the meeting to be orderly 
and allow everyone to 
hear what is happening.  
Those who are participat-
ing in the meeting will be 
unmuted when it is his/
her time on the agenda 
so everyone can see and 
hear them.

4. Expect an Entry 
Delay.  There will be a 
delay to enter the meeting 
once you access it.  We 
have to manually allow 
entrance into the meeting 
from the waiting room.

5. Please Provide Full 
Name.  If using a cell 
phone or computer-type 
device to access the vid-
eo/audio for the meeting, 
you will be asked to list 
your name – and a pre-
populated name may ap-
pear automatically.  We 
are strongly requesting 
that you please input your 
full name when prompted 
so we can keep record of 
who attended the meet-
ing.  It also helps us to 
know who we need to 
unmute for presentations.

6. Just Click the Link.  
The meeting invitation 
will have a hyperlink that 
will allow easy access 
to the meetings on your 
cell phone or computer-
type device.  Just click 
the link and it will take 
you to the proper Zoom 
landing page.  But, we 
do urge that you go ahead 
and download the FREE 
app prior to the meeting.

7. Landline/Audio 
Only Cell Phone Calls.  
If you are only wanting 
to call in for audio on ei-
ther a land line or a cell 
phone, the meeting invi-
tation will have several 
phone numbers listed for 
the United States.  Please 

select a number that does 
not have a specific city 
listed beside it.  Once you 
call the number, you will 
be required to input your 
Meeting ID followed by 
a #.  The Meeting ID will 
be listed in the meeting 
invitation information.  
You may be asked to pro-
vide a participant number 
if you have it.  Nobody 
will have such a number, 
so please press # again as 
the system will request.

8. Thanks for your 
Patience.  Please under-
stand that we are working 
extremely hard to make 
these systems work, but 
we expect there will be 
glitches and things we 
have not expected.  We 
are doing everything we 
know to provide this vital 
service as easily acces-
sible as possible.  This 
is a learning experience 
for everyone.  We thank 
you in advance for your 
cooperation. 

For more information, 
contact David Steffen 
, city clerk, at (620) 
298-3077 or (620) 491-
2352 or with email at 
clerk67035@gmail.com.  

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O F 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:  
CHARLES R. LEE, Deceased. 
Case No. 2019 PR 41
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. 
Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
 You are hereby noti-
fied that on April 15, 2020, a 
Petition was filed in this Court 
by Lial Dodge and Nancy 
Dodge, duly appointed, quali-
fied and acting Co-Executors 
of the Estate of Charles R. 
Lee, deceased, praying Co-
Petitioner’s acts be approved; 
account be settled and allowed; 
the heirs be determined; the Will 
be construed and the Estate 
be assigned to the persons 
entitled thereto; the Court finds 
the allowances requested for 
attorneys’ fees and expenses 
are reasonable and should be 

allowed; the costs be deter-
mined and ordered paid; the 
administration of the Estate 
be closed; upon the filing of 
receipts the Co-Petitioners 
be finally discharged as the 
Co-Executors of the Estate of 
Charles R. Lee, deceased, and 
the Co-Petitioners be released 
from further liability.
 You are required 
to file your written defenses 
thereto on or before May 11, 
2020, at 10:00 o’clock a.m. in 
the District Court, Kingman, 
Kingman County, Kansas, at 
which time and place the cause 
will be heard.  Should you fail 
therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.
Lial Dodge and Nancy Dodge, 
Co-Executors

Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Co-Petitioners

 

Public Notice 
First Published in The Cunningham Courier on

Thursday, April 23, 2020 (3t) 

City Council 
Meeting 
Agenda

Meeting will be held 
through the remote 
conferencing app 

“Zoom”

6:30 p.m. – Call to 
Order 

1) A p p r o v a l  o f 
Agenda

2) A p p r o v a l  o f 
Minutes of March 30, 
2020 meeting

3) P u b l i c  c o m -
ments ,  concerns ,  & 
communications

4) Fire Department
• Chief’s Report
5) Water Well No. 3 
• Progress update
• Fence in park
6) Spring Clean Up 
7) Sidewalks
• Main Street, both 

sides from First to Second 
Streets

8) Swimming Pool 
9) Parks
10) City Hall
11) Reports:
• Property Officer
• Maintenance
• P l a n n i n g  & 

Zoning
o Permits
• Animal Control
12) Financial Report 

& payment of bills 
13) Adjourn



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

Banks

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Help Wanted

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement
Advertise Your Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas City 
& Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 655 
9430 or go online to chuckhenry.com  for pricing, avail-
ability & Freight. Bridge Decks.  40’x8’  48’x8’6”   90’ x 
8’6”  785 655 9430 chuckhenry.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting 
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

 

For Sale

For Sale

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  

   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________________        
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Student Rates: $30.00 & $35.00 (August - May) 

Truck Driver-- Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers 
to run from Kansas City to the west coast. Home Weeky! 
Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina ext 301 
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

Uninsurable? Insurable? Find out. Guaranteed 
issue life insurance or traditional. Buy over the phone. 
John Queen, Kansas licensed agent since 1981. 
Multiple companies. 620-273-6171

ONLINE PIANO SALE! Unprecedented savings on 
oer 100 pianos NOW. Baldwin spinet $688; Kawai console 
$1988; Yamaha baby grand $4988...and more. Payments 
as low as $49/month. Mid-America Piano, www.piano4u.
com, 800-950-3774

You Pick     ASPARAGUS 
  
10039 SW 90 St. 

Willowdale, KS

Free-will donations will 
go to St. Patrick's School 

Help Wanted

Position available:  Full-time bus driver beginning in 
School year 2020-21 for Cunningham USD #332.  Please 
apply online at USD332.org or Call 620-298-3271 to re-
quest an application. 

  USD 332 is An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency.

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

After you complete the census, share 
your participation with friends, family, 
neighbors, and colleagues. 

Learn more at www.kansascounts.org

Make Kansas Count in 2020  
by completing your census form. 

O F F I C I A L N O T I C E  O F 
ZONING APPEALS HEARING
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
AND TO ALL PERSONS 
INTERESTED:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that in Thursday, May 14, 2020, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals 
of Cunningham, Kansas, will 
consider the following zoning 
application at its meeting at 
7:00 p.m. The hearing will take 
place using the computer ap-
plication Zoom:
Case No. BZA-CU-2020-002.  
Conditional use requested to 
permit the establishment in 
Section 6-100 B1 of the City 
Zoning Regulations of a 1,500 
sq. ft. garage to exceed the 
required 960 square foot limi-
tation by 540 square feet, for 
property which is zoned as the 
R-1 Single-Family Residential 
District.
Legal description:  W12.5 
Lot 9 of Block 1; All Lots 
10-14 of Block 1 & Lot 1 of 
Block 2, Central Addition to 

Cunningham; Sec. 5, T28, 
R10W
General location: 221 E. First 
Street, Cunningham, Kansas. 
You may appear at this time 
using Zoom by phone or com-
puter or by agent or attorney, 
if you so desire, and be heard 
on the matter.  After hearing the 
views and wishes of all persons 
interested in the cases, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals may 
close the hearings and render 
decisions.  The public hearing 
may be recessed and contin-
ued from time to time without 
further notice.
Contact the City Board of 
Zoning Appeals at (620) 298-
3077, (620) 491-2352, or email 
at clerk67035@gmail.com 
for more information on attend-
ing the hearing using Zoom. 
Dated this 13th day of April, 2020
/s/ David Steffen
David Steffen, Secretary
Cunningham Board of Zoning 
Appeals

 

Public Notice 
Published once in The Cunningham Courier on

Thursday, April 23, 2020 (1t) 
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C e l e b r a t i o n s 
o f  L i f e

Hilltop Manor
skilled nursing by Americare

403 S. Valley Street
Cuningham, KS 67035

620-298-2781
www. americareusa.net

hilltop@americareusa.net
facebook.com/HilltopManorKS

Kathy Albers photos

photos submitted by Alice Huelskamp

Brenda Lewis

Co
ur

te
sy

 p
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If you are interested in 
a grocery deliver to your 
home, simply call White’s 
Foodliner in Kingman at 
620-532-3851. Place your 
order using your credit/
debit card before 11 AM 
on your township’s deliv-
ery day...

MONDAY
White; Galesburg; 

Evan; Dale; Vinita
TUESDAY

Eagle; Allen; Valley; 
Canton; Bennett

WEDNESDAY
Ninnescah; Belmont; 

Richland
THURSDAY
Kingman;  Peters; 

Liberty; Rochester
Chikaskia
FRIDAY
City OF Cunningham; 

Dresden; Eureka; Hoosier; 
Union; Rural

Specify that your de-
livery option is PORCH 
ANGELS. If you live in 
the country, please tell 
them your TOWNSHIP 
name. If you are within 
Cunningham city lim-
its, tell them you live 
within the CITY OF 
CUNNINGHAM,  Your 
porch angel will de-
liver the order to your 
home after 2 PM that day 
(FRIDAY AFTER 2 PM 
FOR CUNNINGHAM). 

If you have any questions, 
please contact volun-
teer coordinator Kendra 
Harnden at 620-213-
0469 or Jennette Rogers 
at 620-770-9265.

Porch Angels Schedule

Brenda Carol Lewis, 59, passed away Thursday, 
April 16, 2020 at Pratt Regional Medical Center. She 
was born October 5, 1960 in Hutchinson to Richard 
Lee and Darlene (Horst) Rapp. Brenda married Steven 
Eugene Lewis on June 3, 2010 after they had been 
together since 1999. He survives. 

Brenda was a member of Countryside Baptist 
Church in Hutchinson. She enjoyed taking care of her 
parents, reading, gardening and spending time outside. 

She is survived by her husband, Steven of Preston; 
son, Christopher Dale of Preston; daughter, Jennifer 
Dale of Pratt; father, Richard Rapp of Stafford; brother, 
Scott Rapp of Preston; grandchildren, Mollie, Shawn 
and Austin Snow and Dorian Cabral all of Pratt; aunt, 
Alma Walker of Preston; and uncle, Darryl Horst of 
Cunningham. 

Brenda is preceded in death by her mother, Darlene 
Rapp. 

Cremation has taken place. 
Memorials may be made to Preston Senior Center 

in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, 
Pratt.

Lori Branine,  58, went 
to be with the Lord on 
April 18, 2020 at her 
home in Mulvane, Ks.

Born in Stafford, Lori 
later graduated from 
Campus High School, 
and achieved her B.S. in 
Elementary Education 
f r o m  S o u t h w e s t e r n 
College, and a Master’s 
in Education from Baker 
University. She dedicated her life to loving 
and serving the children of Belle Plaine as a 
Kindergarten Teacher and later Librarian at Belle 
Plaine Elementary School (BPES).

A private memorial service will be held 2:00 pm 
Friday, April 24, 2020. A Zoom link will be made 
available.

Lori was preceded in death by Father, Glenn C 
Hayes; Sister, LaRonda Hayes; Brother, Aaron Hayes; 
Grandparents, Melvin and Frankie Widup, and Wanda 
Hill-Gebhart.

She is survived by her Husband, Terry D Branine; 
Sons, Tyler D Branine (Mariah) and Landon C Branine 
(Amy); and grandchildren, Hali R Branine and Lane C 
Branine; Father, William M and Phyllis Hill; Mother 
Janice R Hayes; Sisters, LeAnne R Allen, Lyssa M 
Kelley, and Melissa A Youmans; and many beloved 
nieces and nephews.

In Lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Lori 
Branine Library Memorial Fund for the BPES Library 
c/o Carson Bank, PO Box 158, Mulvane, KS 67110. 
A celebration of life will be announced at a later date.

Lori Branine

The Cunningham 4-H 
club met on April 5th at 6 
p.m. As the club could not 
meet at their usual loca-
tion, the meeting was held 
through the video confer-
encing program Zoom. 

Roll call was: “Make 
a n  a n i m a l  s o u n d . ” 
M e m b e r s  i m i t a t e d 
many animals by mak-
ing sounds like “moo”, 
“neigh”, “woof”, “baa”, 
“meow”, and “oink.” 

During the meeting, 
many members gave their 
annual talk. Keyonna 
Raney, Wyatt Neywick, 
and Ty Schultz all read 
poems to the club. Henry 
Huelskamp performed a 
short skit about raising 
chickens. Jessica Dittmer 
did a show and tell with 
her stuffed animal cat. 

It was announced that 
the fair facilities raffle 
would be pushed back. 

Any 4-H members who 
were going to Regional 
4-H Days were able to 
participate in a virtual 
version of the event, 
so that they could still 
perform. 

Members also need to 
keep in mind the registra-
tion dates for 4-H activi-
ties. Enrollment for fair 
projects is due by May 1st; 
registration for Discovery 
Days, held from May 
27-29, opened March 
16th; registration for Rock 
Springs 4-H Camp, held 
during June 13-16, is due 
May 1st; and registration 
for Campference, from 
June 22-25, is due May 
15th. 

-Alice Huelskamp

4-H Meets Via 
Zoom

Photos from the 4-H meeting using Zoom.

CUNNINGHAM CLINIC
AS WE CONTINUE TO PROMOTE SOCIAL 

DISTANCING, YOUR HEALTH IS STILL OUR 
PRIORITY.  WITH OUR SMALLER CLINIC SIZE, 

WE ARE ABLE TO CONTROL THE FLOW OF 
PATIENTS TO REDUCE YOUR EXPOSURE TO 

OTHERS WHILE STILL ¬¬¬¬ADDRESSING 
YOUR HEALTH NEEDS.  PLEASE DON’T 

PUT YOUR MEDICATION MAINTENANCE, 
LABS, ACUTE OR CHRONIC MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS ON HOLD DURING THIS 

TIME.  CALL AHEAD TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT SO WE CAN COORDINATE 
PATIENT APPOINTMENT TIMES TO LIMIT 

EXPOSURE, AND CALL WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT 
OUR FACILITY.  WE ALSO HAVE TELEHEALTH 

AVAILABLE, WHICH CAN BE INITIATED 
THROUGH EMAIL OR TEXT MESSAGE AND 

ALLOWS YOU TO BE SEEN AT HOME.

1-620-298-2397

Lunches For Students 

School employees prepare and deliver lunches to students' homes during the school 
shut down. The employees sack and deliver lunches on Mondays and Wednesdays.

And the Foods Class Continues Their Home Trials

Left: Ethan Paris made pineapple 
ham, and cheesy noodles for Easter.

Middle and right: Appetizers made by 
Nathan Lohrke 


