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The Board of Kingman County 
Commissioners met in the Commission 
Room of the County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas on December 28th, 
2020.  Those present: John Steffen, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, Commissioner; 
Jerry Henning, Commissioner; Carol 
Noblit, County Clerk; John Caton, 
County Counselor   

Visitors Online:  Trace Salzbrenner, 
Kingman Leader-Courier; Shanna 
Henry; Emergency Manager; 

Staff:  Stan Goetz, HR; Richard 
Schott, Emergency Manager and 
Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director 

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the agenda as pre-
sented.  Commissioner Henning sec-
onded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen asked if there was 
any public comment.

County Clerk wanted to thank 
Jack Thimesch for attending the 
Commission meeting.

Jack Thimesch, Commissioner 

D i s t r i c t  #3 -e l ec t  t hanked  the 
Commissioners for the invitation to 
attend the next couple of meetings.

County Clerk submitted the minutes 
of the December 21, 2020 Commission 
meeting for approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the December 21, 
2020 Commission meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Foley seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in to with updates on 
projects that are being done.  

Mr. Arensdorf let the Commissioners 
know that a bid letting will close on 
February 4th, 2021 and will be opened 
on February 8th, 2021.

Chairman Steffen presented the cor-
respondence from KAC for the 2021 
membership dues.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the membership to 
KAC for 2021.  Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen discussed change 
order #3 for Law Enforcement Center.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 

County Commission 
Meeting: 

December 28th

The Cunningham City Council 
met in regular session on Monday, 
December 28, 2020 at City Hall, 119 
N. Main in Cunningham and on Zoom.  

Present were Council Members 
Jason Ruckle, Bart Ricke, Tim Schultz, 
Karl Vierthaler, and Craig Woodard; 
City Clerk Molly Morgan, and David 
Steffen (on Zoom).

Also attending were Todd Shelman 
and Mesa Sallee, City Maintenance; 
Harold Stark, Fire Chief and guest 
Tyler Bernhardt. 

Councilman Ruckle called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and wel-
comed guests.

Agenda – Motion by Ricke, second 
by Schultz, to approve the agenda as 
written.  Motion carried, 5/0.

Minutes – Motion by Schultz, sec-
ond by Woodard, to approve the min-

utes of the November 30, 2020 meeting 
as written.  Motion carried, 5/0. 

Public Comments – Tyler Bernhardt 
updated the Council on progress with 
repairing a water leak at his residence 
on North Main. 

Fire Department – Harold spoke 
with Council about a Christmas Day 
fire southwest of town. 

 After fire was extinguished 
Truck 326 (2006 Ford F350) caught 
fire and was severely damaged. Harold 
advised he had reported loss to Scott 
Strong, Strongs Insurance. 

Truck 332 went to Beat Repair for 
repairs.

Truck 331 lost a power steering 
belt.  

Maintenance – Todd reported now 
that the holidays are over someone 
would be out to fix the meter on Well 

No. 3. Todd also gave updates on wa-
ter leaks.

 Motion by Schultz, second 
by Vierthaler, to approve a $75.00 
credit to Cunningham Car Wash water 
bill since the leak has been repaired. 
Motion carried, 5/0.

Financial Report and Payment 
of Bills – The Council reviewed the 
month’s bills and financial report.  
Motion by Vierthaler, second by Ricke, 
to approve the financial report and pay 
the bills as presented. Motion carried, 
5/0.

Adjournment – Motion made by 
Ricke, second by Vierthaler to adjourn. 
Motion carried, 5/0. Mr. Ruckle ad-
journed the meeting at 7:26 pm.

submitted by Molly Morgan

Approved Minutes of December City Council Meeting

AGENDA
Regular Meeting

Monday, January 11, 2021
7:00 p.m.

I. Call to Order
II. Approval of Agenda (AI)
III. Guest Recognition
IV. Election of Officers
V. Approval of the minutes of the 

December 9, 2020, regular meeting. 
(AI)

VI. Approval of financial reports 
and payment of bills.  (AI)

VII. Reports

a. Superintendent Report –Mr. 
Reed

b. Principal Report- Cody Dunlap
c. Special Education Report 

– Joyce 
VIII. Old Business 
a. Bond Project
IX. New Business
a. Executive Session – Personnel
b. 2021-22 Calendar  
c. Superintendent Contract
d. Policy updates
X. Adjournment

January 5, 2021
COVID-19 testing is very impor-

tant to identify people who are sick so 
action can be taken to prevent further 
infection in the community.  People 
who have very mild or no noticeable 
symptoms is just as able to spread in-
fection as efficiently as the person who 
is obviously ill.  When there is more 
infection in the community, there is a 
huge chance that there will be people 
who will be so sick that they need to 
be in the hospital!  Our local healthcare 
providers continue to be busy testing 
symptomatic people, but there is a 
way for people without symptoms to 
be tested for COVID-19 in Kingman 
County.  

Kingman Drug is offering free 
COVID-19 testing-go to kingmanrx.
com to sign up.  Click on “Free 
COVID-19 Testing” in the upper right 
hand corner.  From there, you can ei-

ther sign up for saliva testing or nasal 
testing.  Saliva testing is offered 5 days 
a week, and results are reported to be 
available within 24-48 hours.  It is 
crucial to know that people choosing 
to do saliva testing must not put any-
thing in the mouth 30 minutes before 
testing-no smoking, drinking, sucking 
on mints, etc.  The nasal testing is still 
twice weekly; results are usually avail-
able within 3-5 business days.  

Testing is free at this time.  People 
without internet access are encouraged 
to call Kingman Drug at 620-532-5113 
for more information.  Of course, we 
continue to urge people who do have 
symptoms to contact their healthcare 
provider for further guidance.  Early 
intervention can make a difference in 
the outcome!

submitted by the Kingman County 
Health Dept. 

COVID-19 Testing Available in Kingman County BOE Will Meet Monday Night

I know I will be forgiven for the 
less-than-spectacular paper this week. 
Dad was placed in Hospice Comfort 
Care this weekend and it just proved 
difficult for me to concentrate on any-
thing. I wrote the tribute (page 3) on 
Monday, but that is all I accomplished  
that day. I put the entire thing together 
today; (Tuesday) there are only six 
pages, and there are mistakes, I'm not 
going to worry too much about them 
now. If they are important, please let 
me know. If you can live with them, 
so can I. 

I appreciate everyone's  understand-
ing how difficult it was to put this paper 
together this week.   

I hope other papers have made up 
for this one.   Roberta 

A Note to My Readers

continued on page 4
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.

620-298-2090  
Pastor Mathew 

Ndambuki Musyoki 

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Worship Service 
8:30 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge
Morning Worship   

10:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911
Our Worship ser-

v i c e  i s  f o u n d  o n 
Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l : 
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/ UCCren-
CH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA. 
You can also find the 
service on Facebook 
by searching for  ei-
ther St. John Lutheran 
Church, Nashville or 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lodge.

CHURCH 
OF 

CHRIST
Penalosa

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

620-474-9131

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

    

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  
620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774 
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at 
the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Saturdays 
4:00 p.m. 

St. John’s, Zenda
Saturdays
5:30 p.m. 

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Sunday
10:00 a.m. 

St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Sundays  
8:30 a.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Our Community Album  

Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 
cunninghamcourier@embarq-

mail.com or send to PO Box 38, 
Cunningham, KS 67035
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Thursday, January 14th 
4:00 p.m.

JH BB vs Attica 
at HOME

Friday, December 15th 
HS BB vs  South 
Barber at HOME

Friday, January 8th
HS BB vs Kinsley 

at HOME
******

Winter Homecoming

Community Bulletin Board
Tuesday, January 12th 

HS BB vs Burrton 
HOME

  
CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

Contact 
the 

church 
for 

service 
schedule.

Monday, January 11th  
HS B Team Tournament 

at HOME
***

7:00 p.m. BOE 

Saturday January 9th 
HS B-Team Tourney 

at Cunningham 

REOPENING January 8th-10th, 2021:
The Croods: A New Age

Rated: PG
Showtimes are Friday and Saturday 
at 7:30pm and Sunday at 5:30pm.

All Seats: $6.00
 (Although masks are not mandatory, we 

strongly encourage wearing masks in the lob-
by area and to practise social distancing)

 Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 
Kingman Historic Theatre.

1936
January 10- Coats 

34-Redskins 16
The first team game 

was hardly a game but 
a good scrap.  The game 
was very rough and very 
ragged.  Neither team 
exhibited the stuff they 
really had.  Coats be-
gan the fireworks and 
had the lead all the way.  
When the whistle blew at 
the end of four quarters 
the score was, Coats 34, 
Redskins 16.

 
1941  

January 10-  Rev. 
Virgil Kraft of Chicago, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. 
George Kraft, will give 
the dramatic reading, 
“The Cross of Peace” by 
Sir Phillip Gibbs, at the 
Methodist church next 
Sunday evening.  Virgil 
is a very gifted speaker 
and members and friends 
of the church will be de-
lighted to hear him in this 
very fine presentation. 

Before Sir Phillip 
Gibbs became one of the 
most widely read novel-
ists of contemporary life, 
he was one of the greatest 
reporters the press has 
ever known.  He was one 
of the official war cor-
respondents and covered 
the war both for newspa-
pers in Great Britain and 
America.  His “Now It 
Can Be Told” was one of 
the most vivid and per-
manent of the early war 
books. 

We erroneously stat-
ed last week that Virgil 
would study and work 
during the next few 
months on research work 
towards his Master’s 
Degree.  We should have 
stated he had already 
finished the work for 
his Master’s and is now 
preparing work toward 
his Ph. D. degree.  He 
will travel throughout 
the United States during 
the next few months in 
the interest of the Wesley 
Foundation Research 
work, during which time 
he will gain information 
upon which he will pre-
pare his Doctor’s thesis.

 
1951

January 12- There 
were more hunters and 
fishermen in Kansas in 
1950 than at any other 
period in the history of 
the state. 

Forestry, Fish and 
Game Commission re-
cords over the last ten 
years show that the num-
ber of hunters and fish-
ermen has more than 
doubled.  In 1940, 98,000 
fishing licenses were sold 
and the 1950 figure was 
245,000.  The sale of 
hunting licenses dur-
ing that period has in-
creased from 85,000 to 
over 193,000.  

Commission Director 
Dave Leahy said this in-
crease in licensed hunters 
and anglers is due pri-
marily to the increase in 
game and fish and better 
hunting and fishing con-
ditions in the state.  

The regular monthly 
meeting of the Ninnescah 
Valley 4-H Club was held 
last Monday evening at 
the home of Mrs. Mable 

Huffman. 
There was a 90% 

roll call which was an-
swered by a New Year’s 
resolution. 

John Alley, Jimmy 
Pelzl, Bobby Zrubek, 
Mar i lyn  Hendr icks , 
Barbara Weir, and Billy 
Huffman were on the 
program.  

Mrs. Huffman served 
refreshments at the close 
of the meeting. 

The next meeting will 
be held Monday evening, 
February 5, at the Seth 
Whitmore home.--Nor-
man Stanley, Reporter.

1956
J a n u a r y  1 2 - T h e 

annual meeting of the 
Kingman County Soil 
Conservation District 
wi l l  be  held  in  the 
Kingman High School 
Gym next Thursday eve-
ning at 8:00 o’clock.  The 
purpose of the meeting 
is to sum up activities 
of the district during the 
past year and elect one 
supervisor. 

Speaker for the eve-
ning will be Rev. Arthur 
Tonne, pastor of St. 
John’s Church of Pilsen.  
Rev. Tonne is a gifted 
speaker, and is noted for 
his knowledge of soil 
conservation, farming, 
and rural life in general.  
His Pilsen parish is the 
former home of Rev. 
Emil Kapaun, famous 
Korean chaplain martyr.  
Rev. Tonne is the author 
of more than 20 pub-
lished works, the latest 
of which is the story of 
Rev. Kapaun’s life and 
death at the hands of his 
Communist captors. 

The Kingman County 
S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
District was organized 
in 1950.  The present 
Board of Supervisors in-
cludes George Conrardy, 
Chairman; Cecil Sheldon, 
Vice-Chairman; George 
Lantis, Secretary and 
Treasurer,  and Roy 
Mor i s se  and  L .  E . 
Bolinger,  Members .  
Assistant Supervisors are 
Clyde McNeil, Harold 
Esslinger, Victor Renner, 
and Orville Shelman.  
Lantis’ term expires at 
this time. 

All  lands owners 
and tenants are cordial-
ly invited to attend this 
meeting. 

Res iden t s  o f  the 
Cunningham community, 
Kingman County, and 
this area of Kansas were 
visited by a slight earth-
quake last Friday morn-
ing, but about all it did 
was provide a new topic 
of conversation.  People 
who were awake at the 
time heard a rumbling 
sound, like a passing 
heavy truck, followed by 
a slight rattling of dishes 
and windows, such as 
might be caused by dis-
tant thunder.  It lasted 
only a few seconds, and 
the time of occurrence 
has been officially set at 
5:50 o’clock. 

A local man reported 
the dish drainers in his 
dishwasher rattled a lit-
tle, while another man 
reported he was rocked 
slightly while seated at 
a local café.  Residents 
along the highway re-

ported the quake as re-
sembling a passing truck.  
The last earthquake (and 
some say the first) oc-
curred in April of 1952, 
when a sizable earth 
tremor was felt in south 
central Kansas.  

The current issue of 
Look Magazine (January 
24, 1956) was pleasur-
ably received at the 
Clipper office this week, 
containing a quote from 
this newspaper. 

Needless to say we are 
“proud as peacocks” to 
attract the attention of a 
national magazine.  The 
quote is on page 18 of 
the current issue, but our 
journalism code of eth-
ics defies us to quote the 
“quote” here.  

      1961
January 12-  The 

annual meeting of the 
First National Bank of 
Cunningham was held 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Three promotions 
were accorded to bank 
personnel, Rufus Leiter 
to  Execu t ive  Vice -
President, Jack Meyers 
to Cashier, and Mrs. 
Dean Dyche to Assistant 
Cashier.

Members of the bank’s 
Board of Directors are J. 
C. Lemon, George C. 
Lemon, and Josephine 
Lemon, all of Pratt, and 
Pauline Leiter and Rufus 
Leiter of Cunningham.   

Den  Four  o f  the 
Cunningham Cub Scout 
Pack held their regular 
meeting last Tuesday 
afternoon after school at 
the home of Den Mother 
Mrs. Eddie Maier. 

The members start-
ed work on decorations 
for the Blue and Gold 
Banquet to be held in 
February, after which the 
new Den Chief, Harold 
Lee Stark, led the group 
in games. 

Geronimo Kaster 
served refreshments, and 
the meeting closed with 
the flag salute. –Mark 
Maier, K.B.

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
St .  Leo Knights  of 
Columbus Council and 
their wives, and invited 
guests enjoyed the in-
teresting movie “The 
Noble Heritage,” shown 
at  the Sacred Heart 
Schoo l  Aud i to r ium 
in Cunningham last 
Wednesday evening.  The 
movie explained the ac-
tivities and functions of 
the Knights of Columbus.

Invited guests pres-
ent included District 
Deputy Joe Schoenecker 
and Chaplain James 
Wilkinson of St. Leo, 
Fr. John Reinkemeyer 
of Cunningham, State 
Advocate Ed Drieling of 
Hays, Supreme Insurance 
Advisor Ernie Tagehman 
and Insurance Field 
Representative Leroy 
Graves of Wichita, and 
Grand Knights from 
the Willowdale, Pratt, 
and Sharon Knights of 
Columbus Councils.

Grand Knight Calvin 
Eck of St. Leo, had charge 
of the evening’s enter-
tainment, and doughnuts 
and coffee were served at 
the close of the meeting.  

YEARS AGO IN 

The 
Cunningham Clipper

W.A. Bradley, Editor

 (con't on  page 3)

“All photographs are memento 
mori. To take a photograph is to par-

ticipate in another person’s (or thing’s) 
mortality, vulnerability, mutabil-

ity. Precisely by slicing out this mo-
ment and freezing it, all photographs 

testify to time’s relentless melt.”
― Susan Sontag
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C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

M o n d a y  -  We d n e s d a y  
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

Tu e s d a y  - T h u r s d a y  
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .              

  Closed Fridays, Saturdays, 
& Holidays
298-3163 

Pr att  P ubl i c  L ibr ar y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Libraries -- call to verify openings/restrictions

Meanderings

Zenda 
Public Library

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

By the time you read 
this paper, most will have 
heard that my dad, Robert 
Bob Thimesch passed 
away Monday morning, 
January 4th, 2021. This 
has been a trying time, 
these last couple of weeks 
with him in the hospi-
tal and being so ill. The 
time was filled with the 
worries and the tensions 
and the heartaches that 
come with knowing that 
a loved one’s life will 
soon end and there will 
be an empty spot in our 
own lives. 

We have the tiny bit 
of hope they will rally 
and continue living. We 
all know those feelings. 
The Thimesch family 
knows them all too well 
with Dad, as he was much 
like a cat with nine lives, 
except he didn’t do “like 
a cat” he did more or bet-
ter than nine lives. His 
survival of many inci-
dents and accidents and 
hazards is for the books. 
He always rallied and 
went on living; dispens-
ing advice and shouting 
opinions. Always. Until 
this time. 

 Dad was a simple, 
hard-working and intel-
ligent man. Even though 
he had but an 8th grade 
education he had exem-
plary math abilities and 
a memory like the pro-
verbial steel trap. He had 
a work ethic like no one 
I've ever known. He was 
a man of great strength 
and stamina, Pop-eye 
forearms of nothing but 
muscle. Not a soul who 

knew him could or would 
counter any statement in 
this paragraph.   

Dad was a man of 
many faults. Most of 
them tied to his hot and fi-
ery temper. His language 
in everyday conversa-
tion could be .... color-
ful. When in an angry 
temper his language was 
neon colorful with swirls 
and accents.  And no one 
who knew Dad would say 
otherwise. 

His fondness for col-
orful language was most 
often heaped upon the 
machinery he prized. 
My dad loved the dirt 
construction business 
and his big equipment: 
motor graders, bulldoz-
ers, backhoes, loaders 
scrapers, and dirt movers 
of all sorts and the semis 
and trailers to haul all 
the equipment. He would 
completely dismantle be-
hemoths of machines and 
put them back together 
again. Or he would gather 
parts from many ma-
chines and create a new 
one. And they always 
worked.  Most likely held 
together by the *&$@ 
and the *@(**@ he ver-
bally heaped upon them 
during the building and 
repairing. 

He knew and under-
stood the flow of water 
and how to make it work 
for farmers. He began 
his dirt construction in 
the late '50's.  He could 
look at a field and know 
where terraces needed 
to be, what height, how 
long, and where to put 
the drainage structures. 
He was an expert in this 
arena of engineering…. 
With only an 8th grade 
education.

  In the late ‘70’s, he 
bought the Hiway Café. 
He was as dedicated to 
that business as he was 
to conservation. He’d 
get up at 5 or 5:30 every 
morning and open the 
cafe dressed in a gray 
uniform he wore when he 
worked on his machinery. 
It was not unusual to see 
one pant leg stuck in the 
top of a working boot. 

Hari uncombed or under 
a cap. Flour down his 
shirt front. And always, 
the darkness of oil and 
grease and dirt embedded 
in his nails from 30 years 
of working outdoors and 
on machinery. I don't re-
member my dad’s hands 
being truly clean. 

He was a marvel to 
watch in the mornings at 
the restaurant. He’d take 
breakfast orders from a 
table full of hungry cus-
tomers. Back to the kitch-
en he’d go and cook their 
meals. Then he would 
bring them out and set 
them down in front of the 
customers…exactly what 
they ordered… without 
writing down a single 
order or making a single 
note of who had what 
or how they wanted it 
cooked.  That ability of 
his is legendary. 

He would cook and 
wait tables until the help 
came in, then he’d get the 
noon dinner started, and 
out the door he’d go, to 
build terraces or ponds 
or drainage structures or 
work on a motor grader 
or backhoe. 

He would come back 
in close to noon, dirty and 
grimy from the fields, to 
help get dinner served. 
After lunch was over, he 
headed back to the fields. 
He worked until dark-
ness forced him to shut 
down the equipment and 
he would check on the 
restaurant before head-
ing home.

If I don’t mention 
Dad’s generous soul, I 
would neglect an im-
portant part of his being 
Bob Thimesch. He nev-
er turned away anyone 
who needed help.  If he 
was working in the café, 
strangers didn’t just get 
a free meal, they'd  get a 
sack of food to take with 
them, or a bit of cash, or 
parts for a broken-down 
car, or a ride somewhere, 
or a place to rest or stay 
the night. Dad helped ev-
eryone whether he knew 
them or not. Rumors 
abounded about ‘hobo’ 
signs' outside of town 

letting those who wander 
know where they could 
a free meal or find help. 
I suspect they were just 
rumors, but there were so 
many people....

There are many sto-
ries about his generos-
ity. Many stories about 
his temper. Many stories 
about his work in conser-
vation and dirt construc-
tion. He was admired 
by many, Disdained by 
some, and he didn't care. 

 Dad was an honest 
man. I don't believe I ever 
heard of him cheating 
anyone, and he had deal-
ings with many people 
all over the state. I don't 
think it was in his capac-
ity as a person to cheat 
someone. (the govern-
ment isn't 'someone'.)

Dad enjoyed reading 
newspapers and looking 
at catalogs and  mag-
azines that sold large 
equipment. I will always 
think of Dad when I put 
the County Commission 
minutes into this newspa-
per. He enjoyed reading 
those. 

He cared a great deal 
for this town he called 
home for over 50 years.    
Although he will no lon-
ger "hold court" (my 
term) at the local coffee 
shop, he will be there 
in spirit, solving all the 
world's problems (i.e. 
gossiping) 

There are so many 
more things I'd like to 
write about my dad. but 
space is becoming pre-
mium here and I am sure 
you have better things to 
do with your day. 

Bob Thimesch will be 
missed. By his family. By 
his coffee shop buddies. 
By the community. 

One thing I truly and  
adamantly believe is that 
real healing from grief 
comes when our memo-
ries bring laughter to our 
hearts and our souls.

As we all remember 
my dad, we will share 
our stories. We will laugh 
at times and smile at 
times. But the healing 
will begin. 

A Tribute to My 
Dad

1966
J a n u a r y  1 3 - T h e 

Community YWCA met 
in the Methodist Church 
undercrof t ,  Monday 
evening. 

President Mrs. Bob 
Long opened the meet-
ing, and the members 
answered roll call with 
“An Important Person 
I’d Like to Meet,” after 
which Mrs. Barry Price 
gave the devotions, using 
the topic, “Year of 1966.”

Mrs. Dan Cusenbary 
had charge of the pro-
gram, and presented her 
seventh grade Spanish 
students, who gave three 
skits and sang three songs 
in Spanish. 

The hostesses, Mrs. 
Bob Long and Mrs. 
A l b e r t  M c G o v n e y, 
served refreshments of 

sandwiches, home-made 
cookies, tea, and cof-
fee to 12 members, the 
Spanish students, and 
their mothers. 

The regular month-
l y  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
Cunningham 4-H Club 
was held in the high 
school recreation room, 
Monday evening, Jan. 3. 

Members answered 
roll call with “A Gift I 
Received For Christmas,” 
after which John McCune, 
Sue Hellar, and Linda 
Kampling gave talks on 
music, grooming, and 
photography.  

Mary Cusenbary had 
charge of music apprecia-
tion, followed by health 
and safety reports by 
Gail Hageman and Don 
Hellar.  John DeWeese 
conducted the parlia-
mentary report, and Janet 
Rohling had charge of the 

recreation period. 
The Floren Rose and 

Dean Mantooth families 
served refreshments of 
ice cream bars to the 
group.  

The  Cunningham 
W C S C  m e t  i n  t h e 
Methodist Church un-
dercroft last Thursday 
afternoon. 

P r e s i d e n t  M r s . 
Frank Cain Jr. opened 
the meeting with the 
poem, “Prescription for 
Living,”after which she 
conducted the business 
meeting.  Mrs. Albert 
McGovney and Mrs. 
Bob Long presented the 
lesson, “High School 
Drop-outs.”

The hostesses, Mrs. 
Donald Thompson, Mrs. 
Chas. Boen, and Mrs. 
Iona Shafer, served re-
freshments of jello salad, 
crackers, tea, and cof-

fee to 24 members and 
children.   

1971
January 7- Mr. and 

Mrs. Dwane DeWeese 
and Jerry entertained 
friends and relatives 
at their home in Pratt, 
Saturday evening, with a 
chili supper.  

Those present were 
Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Swander, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Rose ,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waldo graves , 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Fitzsimmons, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold DeWeese of 
Cunningham; Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall Swander 
and Shannon of Goddard; 
Mr.  and  Mrs .  Da le 
Deweese and Scott of 
Kingman, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Lynn Fitzsimmons 
and Dennis, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Tharp of Pratt.  

On with my story of 
the young camper whose 
middle name, I believe, 
was Uh-Oh! 

All went well until 
Friday night. A major 
storm came through. The 
police from El Dorado 
called and said we need-
ed to get out of the tents 
and find a safe place. We 
dropped everything and 
headed to the tornado 
shelters where we spent a 
couple of waiting out the 
storm.  When we were 
given the all-clear, we 
found some of our tents 
had come untied and 
were flapping. Clothes 
were in the trees, sleep-
ing bags soaked. It was 
a disaster. We went up to 
the lodge and spent the 
rest of the night there.

Saturday morning 
found us heading back 
to our camp area to clean 
up and hang our things 
out to dry. 

Yep, you guessed it. 
“Jamie fell and cut her 
knee!”

“What? Again?” 
“The other knee!”
I found her in amongst 

some tree roots. She had 
tripped over one and cut 
her knee on a rock. She 
was laughing about some 
underwear she could see 
up in a tree. She was not 
phased by the cut on her 
knee that was bleeding 
profusely. 

I sent a couple of girls 
to get the nurse. 

Cindy comes imme-
diately. One look at the 
knee and she made the 
diagnosis, “Jamie, you 
need to go to the emer-
gency room.  I really 
think you need stitches.” 

“OK! I’ve had stitches 
before!” (surprise, sur-
prise, surprise)

“Well, let’s get you 
back to the nurse’s sta-
tion, and I’ll call your 
parents AGAIN, and they 
can meet us at the emer-
gency room.”

And then the crying 
started. 

“WAAAHH! I don’t 
want my parents there! 
They will take me home! 
I don’t want to go home. 
I have one more night! I 
don’t want to go home! 
I don’t want to miss the 
campfire and the scary 
stories and the auto-
graphs tomorrow!” 

She cried huge sobs 
that broke my heart. 

Cindy took her away 
in the truck. I told her 
friends to be sure and 
pack her stuff up as they 
cleaned. 

Well, Jamie’s depar-
ture sure put a damper 
on our spirits. The girls 
worked quietly, and it 
wasn’t long before most 
of the storm’s mess was 
cleaned up. We went 
to the horse barn and 
lunch and the pool. Mid-
afternoon, Cindy comes 
back from the emergency 
room….with Jamie. 

And she was so ex-
cited. She was grinning 
and smiling and hugging 
everyone. Her parents 
decided that since it was 
just for one more night, 
Jamie could stay. 

We had our campfire 
and our hotdogs and our 
s’mores. The girls told 
the scary stories they’d 
heard. I pulled out my 
book “The Complete 
Fairy Tales of Hans 
Christian Andersen” and 
read them really scary 
stories. One of the other 
counselors rustled around 
in the trees outside the 
fire’s circle of light. The 
girls could hear some-
thing. Then it stopped. I 
started reading again and 
I got to the story where 
someone is beheaded 
and the head is hidden 
in a flowerpot, and the 
counselor came running 
out of the trees scream-
ing. The girls screamed 
teenage girl screams and 
tried running, but didn’t 
know where to run, and 
I could only laugh. 

They finally got their 
vocal cords and their 
heartbeats under control 
and we ended the evening 
with songs. 

Jamie was smiling the 
entire time. 

The following morn-
ing, we piled their bags 
and packs at the entrance 
to our area, took our au-
tograph books we had 
made and headed to the 
lodge for breakfast. We 
ate and signed autographs 
and laughed and remi-
nisced of the week that 
just flew by.  I took some 
photos, and yes, some-
where in my collective 
mess of many years of 
memories, I have a photo 
of Jamie. 

She told me how 
much fun she had, and 
how happy she was she 
didn’t have to go home. 
She loved being scared 
and singing songs around 
a campfire. She couldn’t 
wait until next year. 

The girls piled on the 
buses that had arrived to 
collect them, and I waved 
goodbye. Then breathed 
a sigh of relief. 

Do you remember last 
year at this time I was re-
turning letters to people 
who had written to me in 
my youth? And do you 
remember I contacted 
one of the girls who went 
to Turkey Creek Girl 
Scout Camp with me 
when I was in elemen-
tary school? And do you 
remember soon after we 
got in touch, her father 
passed away? And then 
I went to the funeral and 
we ‘re-met’? 

Dana subscribes to 
my paper now. She even 
took the time to send me 
a Christmas card and 
let me know she was 
thinking of me and my 
darn ol' back problems. 
I would like to just put 
a little note in here to 
let her know that every 
time I write about Camp 
Weidemann, I think of 
Turkey Creek and my 
friends from there, and 
especially, now, of her. I 
was glad I contacted her. 
Really glad. Happy New 
Year, Dana! 

Always reading,
And currently reading,
"This Time Next Year 

We'll Be Laughing: A 
Memoir"

b y  J a c q u e l i n e 
Winspear (I love her 
books),

Roberta

“We don't make mis-
takes, just happy little 
accidents.”

― Bob Ross
 

Years ago 



 

Public Notice 
  Published Iin The Cunningham Courier on Thursday, January 7, 2021  (1t)

CITY OF CUNNINGHAM Annual Treasurer's Report

FUND January 1, 2020 Receipts Expenditures December 31, 2020

Balance Balance

GENERAL 52,379.00$        366,788.02$ 332,831.00$ 86,336.02$               

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT 1,262.00$          24,483.06$   25,054.60$   690.46$                    

DEBT SERVICE 4,860.00$          23,942.98$   26,969.79$   1,833.19$                 

LIBRARY FUND -$                    12,045.44$   12,045.44$   -$                           

WATER UTILITY 18,790.00$        125,075.97$ 122,153.45$ 21,712.52$               

SEWER UTILITY 7,528.00$          70,736.98$   61,189.81$   17,075.17$               

SPECIAL HIGHWAY 16,428.00$        11,531.20$   24,500.00$   3,459.20$                 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 71,546.00$        305,213.57$ 336,965.25$ 39,794.32$               

EQUIPMENT RESERVE FUND 13,746.00$        -$                4,106.15$      9,639.85$                 

YEAR-TO-DATE BALANCE 186,539.00$      939,817.22$ 945,815.49$ 180,540.73$             
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m o v e d  t o  a p p r o v e 
change order #3 for 
the Law Enforcement 
Center.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unan-
imous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners dis-
cussed correspondence 
received about the 1st 
and 2nd Floor going to 
be waxed.

9:00 a.m. Stan Goetz, 

HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director 
was in and discussed 
the Cares Act and the 
new Stimulus Package.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
the following building 
permits:

Jessica Barrett for a 
crop processing shed in 
Section 29-Township 
29-Range 06W.

Dennis Neville for a 
house/shed in Section 
20-Township 28-Range 
8.

Kent Reida for a stor-
age shed/Shop in Section 
11-Township 27-Range 
05W.

Rod Dixon for a house 
in Section 22-Township 
29-Range 05W.

Chairman Steffen 
read correspondence 
received from Terry 
Nichols resigning from 
the Dale Township board 
as Trustee effective 
December 31, 2020.  

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to accept Terry 
Nichols  res ignat ion 
from Dale Township.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 

Commissioners.
MOTION:  

Commissioner Foley 
m o v e d  t o  a p p o i n t 
Russell Clouse to the 
open trustee position 
on the Dale Township 
board.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion 
was approved upon the 
unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

9:10 a.m. Richard 
S c h o t t ,  E m e rg e n c y 
Manager was in with 
Spark updates.

Mr. Schott submitted 
the City of Kingman’s 
amendment of agree-

ment for Spark funding.
MOTION:  

Commissioner Foley 
moved to approve the 
C i ty  o f  K ingman’s 
amendment for Spark 
funding.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion 
was approved upon the 
unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

Commissioners dis-
cussed who would be 
Chairman of the Board 
for 2021.

MOTION:  Chairman 
Steffen moved to appoint 
Jerry Henning as the 
Chairman of the Board 

for 2021.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unan-
imous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to adjourn the 
board meeting at 9:26 
a.m.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unan-
imous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County 
Commission 

Meeting 

Conservation 
Reserve 
Program General 
Signup Begins 
Today and Ends 
February 12

Manhattan, Kansas, 
Jan. 4, 2021 – Agricultural 
producers and private 
landowners interested in 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) can sign 
up for the popular pro-
gram beginning today, 
Jan. 4, 2021, until Feb. 
12, 2021. The competi-
tive program, adminis-
tered by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), 
provides annual rental 
payments for land de-
voted to conservation 
purposes.

“This signup for the 
Conservation Reserve 
Program gives produc-
ers and landowners an 
opportunity to enroll for 
the first time or continue 
their participation for 
another term,” FSA State 
Director David Schemm 
said. “This program en-
courages conservation 
on sensitive lands or low-
yielding acres, which 
provides tremendous 
benefits for stewardship 
of our natural resources 
and wildlife.”

Through CRP, farm-
ers and ranchers estab-
lish long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, 
such as approved grasses 
or trees, to control soil 
erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wild-
life habitat on cropland. 

Farmers and ranchers 
who participate in CRP 
help provide numerous 
benefits to their local re-
gion and the nation’s en-
vironment and economy. 
CRP general signup is 
held annually and is com-
petitive; general signup 
includes increased oppor-
tunities for wildlife habi-
tat enrollment through the 
State Acres For Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) 
initiative.

New cropland of-
fered in the program 
must have been planted 
for four out of six crop 
years from 2012 to 2017. 
Additionally, produc-
ers with land already 
enrolled but expiring on 
Sept. 30, 2021, can re-en-
roll this year. The acreage 
offered by producers and 

landowners is evaluated 
competitively; accepted 
offers will begin Oct. 1, 
2021.

Signed into law in 
1985, CRP is one of the 
largest private-lands con-
servation programs in the 
United States. The pro-
gram marked its 35-year 
anniversary in December 
2020. Program successes 
include:

Preventing more than 
9 billion tons of soil from 
eroding, which is enough 
soil to fill 600 million 
dump trucks.

Reducing nitrogen 
and phosphorous runoff 
relative to annually tilled 
cropland by 95% and 
85%, respectively.

Sequestering an an-
nual average of 49 mil-
lion tons of greenhouse 

gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road.

Creating more than 3 
million acres of restored 
wetlands while protect-
ing more than 175,000 
stream miles with ripar-
ian forest and grass buf-
fers, which is enough 
to go around the world 
seven times.

Benefiting bees and 
other pollinators and in-
creasing populations of 
ducks, pheasants, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, prairie 
chickens, grasshopper 
sparrows, and many other 
birds.

All USDA Service 
Centers are open for busi-
ness, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments. All 
Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct busi-

ness with FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service or any other 
Service Center agency 
should call ahead and 
schedule an appointment. 
Service Centers that are 
open for appointments 
will pre-screen visitors 
based on health concerns 
or recent travel, and visi-
tors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. 
Visitors are also required 
to wear a face cover-
ing during their appoint-
ment. Our program deliv-
ery staff will continue to 
work with our producers 
by phone, email, and us-
ing online tools. More in-
formation can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Researchers 
Continue to 
Make Progress 
on Reducing 
Food Allergy 
Reactions 
K-State’s Procter 
notes advances in 
helping to keep 
people safe 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– Kansas State University 
nutrition specialist Sandy 
Procter says that while 
the number of severe 
cases related to food al-
lergens are on the rise, re-
searchers continue look-
ing for ways to prevent 
future allergic reactions. 

Speaking recently on 
the K-State Research and 
Extension radio program, 
Sound Living, Procter 
said many food allergies 
today go well beyond 
three of the most com-
mon culprits of the past 
– seafood, milk and nuts. 

“We know now that it 
is a wider band of foods 
that are causing aller-
gic reactions,” she said. 
“Those three have not 
gone away, but we’re 
seeing reactions to other 
foods, as well.” 

Eggs, sesame, wheat 
and some fruits and veg-
etables are among many 
more foods that dietitians, 
nutritionists and others 
now list as potential al-
lergens. Procter, who at 
one time in her career 
wrote menus for child-
care lunch programs, said 
“we were very careful to 
note foods that contained 
(suspected allergens) and 
let people know.” 

“We knew that if there 
were children in the care 
center with known aller-
gies, those foods were 
very quick to be removed 
from the menu. Some of 
these food reactions are 
not caused just by con-
tact or ingestion, but can 
be transmitted through 
the air.” 

School food service 
personnel, she added, re-
ceive training so that they 
are implementing prac-
tices that protect children 
with food allergies. The 
U.S. government requires 
that food labels contain 
information on ingredi-
ents most often suspected 
of causing allergic reac-
tions, such as tree nuts 
and more. 

“Some foods can be 
really deceptive in terms 
of the ingredients con-

tained in them,” Procter 
said. “It is really impor-
tant that those top aller-
gen foods appear on the 
label to help families and 
individuals.” 

Procter said recent 
research is helping to 
reduce some risks. One 
in particular – called the 
LEAP study – involved 
clinical trials to deter-
mine the best strategy to 
prevent a peanut allergy 
in young children. 

“For years, there has 
been real concern about 
peanut allergies and it’s 
something that has gone 
from one extreme to the 
other,” Procter said. “In 
the past, we thought if 
these children have a 
likelihood to have an al-
lergy to peanuts, maybe 
the mother should avoid 
eating peanuts during 
pregnancy, or maybe pea-
nuts shouldn’t be intro-
duced to a child at all.” 

The LEAP study, she 
added, changed that way 
of thinking. 

“The study deter-
mined an 80% reduc-
tion in peanut allergy 
for five year old children 
who regularly ate peanuts 
since the year they were 
born,” Procter said. 

It’s thought that ba-
bies may have the capac-
ity to expand what their 
body tolerates as they 
move from a milk-based 
diet to solid foods. “This 
is a strategic time for 
that capacity to grow,” 
Procter said. 

“What they’ve intro-
duced is a very dilute 
peanut source mixed in 
to regular food that is an 
appropriate texture for 
that baby,” Procter said, 
such as powdered peanut 
butter mixed in with baby 
food. 

“The study has gained 
credibility,” she said. “It 
has led to experts in the 
United States reversing 
their recommendation 
of holding off on the 
introduction of peanuts, 
to now saying it is prob-
ably okay – with care 
and discussion with your 
health care provider – to 
introduce peanuts to kids 
who don’t have a family 
history of peanut aller-
gies, rather than putting 
it off until later.” 

Procter emphasized 
the importance of con-
sulting with a medical 
professional before im-
plementing results of 
this or any other studies 

related to food allergies. 
“It is comforting for 

families, caregivers and 
the public to know that 
researchers are now start-
ing to determine they 
have some understanding 
of the noted increases in 
food allergies, as well as 
ways that more people 
suffering may either be 
able to prevent allergies 
or deal with them safely,” 
she said. 

More information 
about food allergies is 
available online from 
Food Allergy Research 
and Education.  

More information 
about health and nutri-
tion is available from 
local extension offices in 
Kansas, as well as from 
K-State’s Department of 
Food, Nutrition, Dietetics 
and Health. 

Links used in this 
story 

Sound Living (weekly 
radio program), www.
ksre.k-state.edu/news/
radio-network/sound-
living.html 

F o o d  A l l e r g y 
Research and Education, 
www.foodallergy.org/
living-food-allergies/
food-allergy-essentials/
common-allergens 

K-State Research and 
Extension local offices, 
www.ksre.k-state.edu/
about/stateandareamaps.
html  

K-State’s Department 
of  Food,  Nutr i t ion , 
Dietetics and Health, 
www.hhs.k-state.edu/
fndh 

K-State Research and 
Extension is a short name 
for the Kansas State 
University Agricultural 
Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, a program de-
signed to generate and 
distribute useful knowl-
edge for the well-being 
of Kansans. Supported 
by county, state, federal 
and private funds, the 
program has county ex-
tension offices, experi-
ment fields, area exten-
sion offices and regional 
research centers state-
wide. Its headquarters is 
on the K-State campus 
in Manhattan. For more 
information, visit www.
ksre.ksu.edu  

Story by: 
Pat Melgares 
785-532-1160 
melgares@ksu.edu 
For more information: 
Sandy Procter 
785-532-1675 
procter@ksu.edu

“Food allergy is one of the least 
diagnosed and most prevalent causes 
of symptoms, especially depression.”

― Sherry Rogers, The High 
Blood Pressure Hoax

“I don’t feel there is 
any reason to avoid gluten 
unless you have a specific 
sensitivity or allergy to it”

― Lisa Leake, 100 
Days of Real Food: How 

We Did It, What We 
Learned, and 100 Easy, 

Wholesome Recipes 
Your Family Will Love



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

Banks

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement
Advertise Your Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

Recycle  -  Reduce  -  Reuse -  Repurpose

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Courier Ads are 
$5.50 per column inch 

($6.00 per column 
inch in full color.) 

Support your home-
town paper!!!

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting 
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

Kansas Press Association

Call 785-271-5304 Today!

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
January 11th 

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who are we:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) or-
ganization providing assistance through do-
nations and volunteers. 

Who do we serve: Residents within the 
USD#332 school district

What do we serve: Food 

When do we serve: 2nd Tuesday of every 
month from 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Where do we serve: 117 N Main (Old School 
Board Office – Alley Access)

Why do we serve: To provide food assis-
tance to those in need.

How to be served: Attend monthly distribu-
tion.  Adult of household must be present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution 
hours?

Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a mes-
sage. Your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. This institution is an EOE provider.

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Art work by Mark Thimesch

Serving Cunningham and Surrounding Communities

Affordable Advertising

Print Subscriptions

Free On-line Access

cunninghamcourier.news

The Cunningham Courier

Roberta L. Kobbe
Publisher and Editor

320 N  Stadium St.
Cunningham KS  

67035
620-298-2659

Advertisements 
Needed!!!

800-445-9116
Or visit us online at
k-lawn.com/np

• Manage your own lawn fertilization, 
weed and insect control business

• Part-time or full-time, you decide and 
manage your own schedule

• Income stability for your family

If you don’t have a K-Lawn Dealer in 
your area, we are looking to add a few 
quality dealers to our 10-state network. 
Key benefits include:

K-Lawn Dealers earn the extra income 
that makes a great family life possible.

Contact us today at

“K-LAWN DEALERS  
  EARN UP TO 

$50,000
IN SUPPLEMENTAL 
INCOME IN A 
SOCIALLY DISTANCED 
PROFESSION.”

KL-144.indd   1 10/29/20   11:57 AM
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Check the Blessing Box 
east of the 
Methodist Church.  
Anyone can give to or t
ake from the Blessing Box 
at any time. 

photos by Em
ily O

gg

 

A Note of Thanks

Bob Thimesch 

Thank you to everyone who sent cards 
and food, well wishes and prayers, 
thoughts and sympathies, to our family 
after the death of our son-in-law, Keith 
Befort. Your kindness is appreciated. 

Clara Mae and Eugene Freund and family

Applications due Feburary 2, 2021 | Apply at southernpioneer.net

POWERING
student’s futures

 Scholarships are available to 2021 high school grads!

Applications due February 2, 2021  
Apply at southernpioneer.net

AWARDING $21,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS

R o b e r t  L e e 
Thimesch, 88, died 
Jan. 4, 2021, at the 
Kingman Community 
Hospital.

He was born Nov. 
3, 1932, at Cleveland, 
Kansas, the son of 
Frank and Helen 
(Meis) Thimesch.  
A longtime resident 
of the Cunningham 
communi ty,  hav-
ing also lived in the 
Cleveland and St. Leo 
communities, he was a retired restaurant owner, soil 
conservationist and heavy equipment operator.

Bob was a member of the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

On April 4, 1959, he married Joan Wessel. She 
survives.  Other survivors include four daughters, 
Yvonne McCune and husband Terry, Roberta Kobbe, 
Naola Vaughn, Jackie Schonlau and husband Ray; 
sons Raymond Thimesch and  wife TamGiao,  Mark 
Thimesch; brothers Charles, Gary, and Richard; sis-
ters Betty Jo McLaughlin and Mary Francis Flores; 
18 grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren.    

He was preceded in death by brothers Jerome, Leon 
and Kenneth; sisters Darlene Robinson and Connie K. 
Rigsby; and granddaughter Brittany Young.

Parish rosary will be at 10:00 a.m., Monday, Jan. 
11, 2021 at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Cunningham with the Mass of Christian Burial at 
10:30 a.m.  The family will receive friends from 3:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Sunday, at the Livingston Funeral 
Home, Kingman.  Burial will be in the Sacred Heart 
Church Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Cunningham 
Museum, the Cunningham Fire Dept., and the 
Cunningham Community Center all in care of 
Livingston Funeral Home.

Linda Sue (Chance) Honeman passed away on 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 at Pratt Regional Medical 
Center at the age of 74. She was born on April 27, 
1946 to Mildred Coleen (Hemphill) Chance and 
Philip Wayne “Dude” Chance in Pratt, Kansas. Sue 
grew up in the Byers area, attending school in Byers 
and graduating from Byers High School in 1964. On 
June 4, 1967, at the Byers United Methodist Church, 
she married the love of her life, Glen Honeman. They 
were married for 53 years and had three daughters.

Sue was first and foremost a farmwife and mother. 
She spent many hours driving tractor and grain truck 
for her husband and taking care of her family. She also 
took on several off the farm jobs when her girls got 
older including working at the Iuka Post Office and 
working for Joni Siemens at Stitch by Stitch on Main 
Street. One of her favorite jobs, though, was working 
for Pratt USD 382 in the school cafeteria for fifteen 
years. She thoroughly enjoyed seeing and interacting 
with the students every day.

When Sue retired, she found time to do the things 
she enjoyed the most including volunteering at the 
Hope Center and the Food Bank. She also enjoyed 
working on sewing and quilting projects for her loved 
ones, spending time with her grand kids, and travel-
ing. Perhaps one of her favorite things to do was to get 
together with her friends for a cup of coffee and catch 
up on the latest happenings in their lives.

Sue was a member of Ascension Lutheran Church 
in Pratt. She was also a member of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League.

She is survived by her husband, Glen; her daughters, 
Heather (Lee) Van Slyke of Iuka, Brenda Honeman of 
Iuka, and Jodi (Chris) Drake of Preston; grandchildren, 
Amanda Gurr, Cassie Van Slyke, Stephen Van Slyke, 
Madeline Drake, and Caroline Drake; and one great-
grandchild, Charlie Gurr.

Sue is preceded in death by her parents.
Visitation will be Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. - 

8:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club 
Road, Pratt. Funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m., 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 at Larrison Mortuary, Pratt 
with Pastor Dan Chrismer and Pastor Michael Schotte 
presiding. Burial will follow at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church Cemetery, Natrona.

Memorials may be made to St. Joseph’s Indian 
School, Lutheran Hour or Pratt Food Bank in care of 
Larrison Mortuary.

Linda Sue Honeman 

 The Cunningham 4H Club was unable to do their 
community service of serving drinks and clearing 
tables at the annual P.R.I.D.E Santa Day this year 
due to COVID-19.  The club, however was able to 
participate in the parade with “Warm Wishes from 
Cunningham 4H” to their wonderful community,  as 
they marched down Main Street handing out pep-
permints and hot cocoa packets.  In keeping with 
their theme, they also held a coat and blanket drive, 
“Warm Donations for Those in Need”.  They were 
able to collect 29 men’s, women’s and kid’s winter 
coats and 6 blankets which were donated to Human 
Kind Ministries.  Cunningham 4H members would 
like to thank all those who donated coats and blankets 
to them to help those in need.

The members of the club and their families also 
worked together to make a door craft for the residents 
at Hilltop Manor, donating 42 cocoa mug crafts deliv-
ered by Kendall, Weston and Leah Rogers.

Pictured is Andrew Schultz and a HKM volunteer, 
receiving the club’s donations.

From www.humankindwichita.org...
From Homeless to Home
HumanKind Ministries provides shelter, affordable 

housing, supportive services, and basic needs to those 
experiencing homelessness or poverty in Sedgwick 
County. Recognizing the inherent value of each per-
son, we serve the most vulnerable with compassion 
and kindness and, in doing so, strengthen the entire 
community.

submittd by Barb Schultz

Weston, Kendal, and Leah Rogers 
 photo by Jennette Roger's

Kane Reid & Jonathan Ogg 

Warm Wishes From 4H

Brody Halderson 

Jessica Dittmer
photo by her mom

“It's not how much we give but how 
much love we put 

into giving.”
― Mother Theresa


