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The Board of Kingman County 
Commissioners met in the Commission 
Room of the County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas on September 
28th, 2020.  Those present: John 
Steffen, Chairman (online); Fred 
Foley, Commissioner; Jerry Henning, 
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk; John Caton, County Counselor 

Visitors Online:  Kingman Leader 
Courier; Kallie Turner; Caller 01

Staff:  Becky Luntsford, County 
Treasurer; John Wimer, Noxious Weed 
Director; Amber Hartley, County 
Appraiser; Stan Goetz, HR; Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director; Mary 
Schwartz, Health Nurse & Richard 
Schott, Emergency Manager.

Commissioner Foley called the 
Board of County Commissioners 
Meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

Commissioner Foley asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the agenda.  
Commissioner Steffen seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Foley asked if there 
was any public comment.

Jason Jump had a COVID question 
but if they would like to wait until Mary 
Schwartz’s time that would be okay.

Commissioners agreed to wait until 
Mary Schwartz. Health Nurse’s sched-
uled time.

Becky Luntsford, County Treasurer 
was in to discuss the stray animal fund.  
There are funds in the account and will 
need to be sent to Kansas Animal Health 
Department $8,484.97.

Ms. Lunstford asked if a chair in 
her office is being replaced can the em-
ployee purchase the old one.

Commiss ioner  Henning  and 
Commissioner Foley agreed that it 
would be okay to let the employee have 
their old chair.

The County Clerk submitted the min-
utes of the September 21st, 2020 Regular 
Meeting for review and approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the September 21st, 
2020 regular board meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Steffen seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Foley read correspon-
dence from Cunningham City request-
ing $3,000.00 for first responders.

Commissioners requested Richard 
Schott to come and discuss the Spark 
funding. 

Mr. Schott said he would look into it 
and see if funding is available.

 John Wimer, Noxious Weed Director 
was with an update.

Mr. Wimer has been working on 
townships, working on trees on county 
right of ways and bridges.

Commissioner Foley requested that 
an elm tree be burned back to help with 

the view going south at the curve by 
Murdock to help with the lights being 
seen.

Mr. Wimer discussed that the 
Household Hazardous Waste collec-
tion done on September 14th, 2020 was 
good.  There was nine barrels taken to 
Pratt.

Mr. Wimer let the Commissioners 
know that the City was very helpful 
during the collection process.

Mr. Wimer discussed his plans for 
the rest of 2020 and it would consist of 
the following items:

Finish spraying trees and bindweed.
Scout and spray musk thistle rosettes.
Put out bid for chemicals for 2021.
Work on annual state report.
Pul l  winter  maintenance  on 

equipment.
Commissioner Steffen asked if we 

may want to spray by air musk thistle 
because there are big patches.

Commissioner Steffen also sug-
gested maybe have training for people 
on weed identification.

Mr. Wimer said that he would look 
into maybe scheduling something on 
weed identification before next Spring.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a p p r o v e d 
abatements.

Amber Hartley, County Appraiser 
was in to discuss purchases for equip-
ment to help if the need for working 
from home comes about through Spark 
funding.

MOTION:  Commissioner Steffen 
moved to approve the purchase of the 
equipment from ICONIC IT in the 
amount of $5998.05.  Commissioner 
Henning seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

Richard Schott, Emergency Manager 
was in to discuss having a postcard 
sent to all residences in Kingman 
County about the wearing of a mask 
through Taylor Printing in the amount 
of $1,450.00.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Steffen 
moved to approve the sending of 
the postcard for $1450.00 from 
Taylor Printing for mask wearing.  
Commissioner Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.  

Mr. Schott submitted a quote from 
Henry Schein for stand alone systems in 
each office to help keep the air clean for 
$25,905.60 with spark funding.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the purchase of 18 
RADIC8 in the amount of $37,008.00 
with spark funding.  Commissioner 
Steffen seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous 
vote of the County Commissioners.

Mr. Schott let the Commissioners 
know that his Rural EOC Enhancement 
Grant Application that he submitted for 
a new EOC was awarded an amount of 
$52,831.00.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to accept the $52,831.00 
Rural EOC Enhancement Grant.  
Commissioner Steffen seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

John Nye let the Commissioners 
know that last week was a very pro-
ductive week.  People have appreci-
ated what the County Commissioners 
are doing.

Mr. Nye is surprised how little some 
have done and how little they are want-
ing to do but it is up to them.

Mr. Schott is waiting to see when 
Witt O’Briens LLC will have the in-
formation before having a meeting for 
approval.

Jason Jump had a citizen that was 
concerned about cases and the tests are 
unreliable.

Commissioner  Henning as  a 
Commissioner there is always contro-
versary.  The deaths that are nationwide 
for the disease are a concern.  Protect 
the best we can without infringing on 
people’s rights.  Wearing a mask is your 
decision.   

Commissioner Steffen this is the best 
information that we have and we can 
only go by what we have at this time.  

Ms. Schwartz discussed the accuracy 
of the tests.  There are other tests but 
the PCR is the gold standard of testing.

Mr. Jump asked if the tests in 
Kingman that have been positive are 
done by PCR tests.  

Ms. Schwartz said that all Kingman 
positive tests have been done with a 
PCR test.

Mr. Jump wanted to know if tests that 
were positive been retested and come 
back positive.

Ms. Schwartz said when they have 
been re-tested they have come back 
positive.

Ms. Schwartz submitted a weekly 
positivity report.

Commissioner Steffen asked if 
Cunningham High School is having 
school.  Ms. Schwartz said Cunningham 
High School is remote this week.

Ms. Schwartz discussed purchasing 
a pickup truck for hauling the trailer.  
A quote was received from Newberry 
in the amount of $35,100.00 for a 2020 
Ford F150 XLT.

Commissioners decided to put a hold 
on it until next week and have the truck 
brought down to look at it.

Ms. Schwartz introduced Kay Heikes 
her new Registered Nurse for the Health 
Department.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director and Josh Beckham, Kirkham 
Michael were in with two propos-
als from Kirkham Michael.  The first 
one is for the FAS Bridge #13 on SE 
70th Avenue, 1.1 miles south of K-42 
Highway to remove it and replace it with 
a new reinforced concrete haunched 
slab span bridge.  The second one is for 
the Kingman County Off-system bridge 
M.0-7.5 on SW 70th Avenue between 
Section 1, Twp 28, Range 9 and Section 
6, Township 28, Range 8 over the South 
Fork Ninnescah River approximately 
0.5 miles S of US-54 Highway.

The FAS Bridge #13 engineering 
services for the survey, design fee 
and bid letting is $52,000.00 and the 
professional engineering services for 
the Off-system bridge M.0-7.5 fee of 
$25,000.00 for approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning 

County  
Commission 

Meeting: 
September 28th

Veterans'  
Celebration October 

14, 2020
As with all 2020 events, this 
one will be a change from 
the traditional Veterans Day 
sponsored by the Cunning-
ham National Honor Society.  
Wednesday, October 14, 
2020, Cunningham would like 
to celebrate the local Veter-
ans at the football field at 1 
p.m.  This year’s feature will 
be the landing of a Blackhawk 
helicopter piloted by Cun-
ningham High alumni, Derek 
Haskins.  Other features will 
include music performed by 
the local students, a color 
guard presentation along with 
additional tributes to our ser-
vice men and women.  Please 
join us as we pay tribute to 
our veterans.

USD 332 Board of 
Education Will Meet 

October 14th
104 W 4th St. Cunningham, KS 

67035
7:00 p.m.
AGENDA
I. Call to Order
II. Approval of Agenda (AI)
III. Guest Recognition
IV. Approval of the minutes of the 

September 16, 2020 regular meeting. 
(AI)

V. Approval of the minutes of the 
October 1, 2020 special meeting. 

VI. Approval of financial reports 
and payment of bills (AI)

VII. Guest Speaker
a. Randy Ford- Audit Report
VIII. Reports
a. Superintendent report – Mr. 

Reed
b. Principals report-Cody Dunlap
c. Special Ed report – Joyce 

Gridley
IX. Old Business (AI)
a. Spark funding
X. Executive Session 
XI. New Business (AI)
a. Football field lease
XII. Other
XIII. Adjournment 

continued on page 6
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UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.

620-298-2090   

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:15 a.m.

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge
Morning Worship   

8:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911
Our Worship ser-

v i c e  i s  f o u n d  o n 
Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l : 
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/ UCCren-
CH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA. 
You can also find the 
service on Facebook 
by searching for  ei-
ther St. John Lutheran 
Church, Nashville or 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lodge.

CHURCH 
OF 

CHRIST
Penalosa

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

620-474-9131

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 
N. 

    

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers  
620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774 
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at 
the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sundays
8:30 a.m. 

St. John’s, Zenda
Sundays

10:00 a.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturdays
4:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Saturdays 
5:30 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

 Coco
Rated PG

A l l  s e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0
O c t o b e r  9 t h   -  O c t o b e r  1 1 t h 

F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y 
a t  7 : 3 0  p . m .

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0  p . m .
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Ninnescah Valley Bank 
will be closed Monday, 

Monday, October 12, 2020 in 
observance of Columbus Day.

Monday, October 12th 
7:00 p.m

6th-12th Fall 
Music Concert

Wednesday, 
October 14th 

School pictures:
individual, seniors 

and fall sports
****

1:00 p.m.
Veteran's Celebration 

at football field
*****

7:00 Board of 
Education Meeting

Please 
notify 

me of a 
schedule

Please 
notify 
of a 

schedule

Tuesday, October 13th
4:00 p.m.

HS VB at Pretty 
Prairie with Stafford

Thurs., October 15th
4:00 p.m.

Cross Country HOPL
*****

4:00 p.m. JH VB vs 
Medicine Lodge HERE

*****
6:00 p.m. JH FB vs 

Medicine Lodge HERE
***

7:00 p.m.
HS FB at Rozel-
Pawnee Heights

Community Bulletin Board
Thursday, October 8th 

11:30 Barton Co. 
College Rep visit

*****
4:00 p.m.

HS Cross Country 
at Burrton

*****
4:00 p.m. JH VB 

at Skyline
*****

6:00 p.m. JH FB 
at Skyline

****
7:00 p.m Zoning 

Meeting

Sat., October 10th 
9:00 a.m. 
HS VB 

tournament HERE

Friday, October 9th
 4th graders go to 
Great Salt Plains

****

continued on page 3

1970
October 8- The tragic 

plane crash last Friday 
afternoon near Loveland 
Pass, Colo., killing 30 
and injuring 12 Wichita 
State University football 
players, athletic admin-
istrators, and friends, has 
touched the hearts of all, 
from the City of Wichita, 
across the state, over the 
nation, and around the 
world, and the shock was 
felt in Cunningham. 

J a c k  Ve t t e r  o f 
McPherson, who per-
ished in the crash, was a 
former roommate of Jim 
McCune, when they were 
playing football at Butler 
County Junior College in 
El Dorado; Bob Renner 
of Garden Plain, who was 
injured in the crash, is a 
second cousin of Victor 
Renner, and Tom Reeves, 
team trainer who sur-
vived the crash but later 
died in a Denver hospital, 
was a good friend of Fr. 
Eugene Robl.  Fr. Robl 
plans to attend his funeral 
services in Wichita this 
morning (Thursday). 

1965
October 14- A Kansas 

State University veteri-
nary medicine student 
from Cunningham is serv-
ing on a committee for the 
ninth annual Veterinary 
Medicine Open House 
on the K-State campus 
in Manhattan, Saturday, 
Oct. 16.

He is Joe Baber, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Baber, 
who is a member of the 
large animal committee.

The regular month-
l y  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
Cunningham 4-H Club 
was held in the high 
school recreation room, 
Monday evening.

New officers were in-
stalled for the coming 
year. They are Shirley 
Park, President; Don 
Hellar, Vice President; 
M a r y  C u s e n b a r y , 
Secretary; Sue Hellar, 
Treasurer, and Kristy 
Sheldon, Reporter.

1960
October 13- Den One 

of the Cunningham Cub 
Scout Pack met at the 
home of  Den Mother Mrs. 
Floren Rose, Monday 
evening, with Mrs. Albert 
Harris assisting.

The members an-
swered roll call with 
fire safety rules, after 
which they practiced 
on their skit, “Ghost in 
the Firehouse,” for the 
October Pack Meeting. 
The remainder of the 
meeting was spent mak-
ing fire hats and safety 
reflector cans for cars.

Refreshments were 
served to Layne Harris, 
Dennis Dellinger, Frankie 
McClellan, Harold Lee 
Stark, Jerry McMillian, 

George Kampling, and 
Monte Rose.

The  Cunningham 
WSCS held their regu-
lar monthly meeting in 
the Methodist Church 
undercroft last Thursday 
afternoon.

The devotionals were 
given by Mrs.  John 
McGovney, after which 
Mrs. Dale Sheldon pre-
sented the lesson on 
Citizenship. She was as-
sisted by Mrs. Weldon 
Al l en ,  Mrs .  A lbe r t 
McGovney, and Mrs. 
Zola Pearson.

1955
October 13- Members 

of the Christian Church of 
Cunningham, observed 
their Golden Anniversary 
last Sunday. About two 
hundred and fifty mem-
bers, former members, 
and friends of the church 
were registered during 
the day, which included 
special Sunday morning 
worship services, a bas-
ket dinner at noon, and 
the anniversary program 
in the afternoon.

Raymond Baldwin 
of Topeka, Secretary of 
the Kansas Missionary 
Society, delivered the 
sermon at the morning 
worship services. Special 
music was provided by 
Donald Hoagland, trum-
peter, and Mrs. Waldo 
Graves, soprano solo-
ist. Mark White of El 
Dorado, former mem-
ber of the church, was 
the guest Sunday School 
teacher for the day.

1950
October 13-Recruit 

A.J. Schafer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Schafer 
of Cunningham, is now 
stationed at Fort Riley, 
Kans. He is the first draft-
ee to go into military 
service from this com-
munity since Selective 
Service was re-organized 
this year.

1940
October 11-All men 

of the community be-
tween the ages of 21 to 35 
are getting ready to reg-
ister with the Kingman 
County Selective Service 
Board next Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace 
Nicol are attending ses-
sions of the Veterans of 
the Spanish-American 
War Convention at Fort 
Riley, Kans., this week.

1935
October 11-Mr. and 

Mrs. Harold Spahr of 
Newton, announce the 
birth of a son, Wednesday, 
October 3. Mrs. Spahr 
is the former Florence 
Wetherall.

Dr. D.E. Thompson is 
now located in his new 

building at the corner of 
Second and Main Streets.

1930
October 10- The Santa 

Fe Railroad has dropped 
one of their trains running 
through Cunningham 
from Wichita to Pratt on 
their Wichita & Western 
Branch Line. Heretofore 
two trains have operated 
on the branch-one go-
ing west and one going 
east each day. Under the 
new schedule one train 
will make the round-trip 
from Wichita to Pratt on 
the same day. The train 
is scheduled to arrive 
here going west at 11:00 
o’clock, and return east-
ward through here at 1:22 
o’clock.

Boy Scout Troop, No. 
104, has been organized 
in Cunningham. Rex 
Shelman is Scoutmaster, 
and members of the 
Executive Committee 
a r e  A . T.  H i l d y a r d , 
Henry Gibbens, Mason 
Wetherall, Wayne DeLair, 
and Everett Hauser. Boys 
in the troop are Junior 
and Benjamin Hildyard, 
George Crow, Delmer 
Huffman, Elmo Finch, 
Richard Cozens, and 
Raymond, Wayne, and 
Winton Lash.

1920
October 8-Eat the Oil 

Exchange Hotel and get 
fat. The meals are fine. 
We have a special Sunday 
Dinner. Come in and see 
if it is’nt fine. 

Census Report
T h e  C l i p p e r  h a s 

j u s t  r e c e i v e d  f r o m 
Washington the pre-
liminary Announcement 
of the population of 
Kingman County which 
is still subject to correc-
tion. We give the popula-
tion below of the city’s 
and Dresden and Rural 
township’s.
Cunningham City…. 462
Kingman City …. .2,407
Norwich City…...... 430
Spivey City…......... 226
Zenda City….......... 188
Dresden Towns…..... 541
Rural Township ….. 591

Cunn ingham and 
Norwich are the only 
t o w n s  i n  K i n g m a n 
County that show a gain 
over the 1910 census and 
Cunningham shows the 
largest gain of any town 
in the county by nearly 
50 people. 

The Hardscrabble 
Sunday School elected 
new officers and teachers 
last Sunday. Supt. C. T. 
Poland, Sec. and Treas. 
Geo. Ross, Liberian (sic). 
Ray Nossaman. Teachers, 
Harry Carmoran, Mrs. A 
Riffey, Ethel Yarberry, 
Beulah Yarberry, Mrs. 
Dick Hart.

We notice several boys 
of school age around on 
our streets who are not at-
tending school. Of course 
we do not know the rea-
son, but presume that 
they think they know 
more than the teacher. 
Such children should be 
made to go the public 
schools or put in the re-
form school where they 
will learn something. The 
advantages of education 
are broad, while on the 
other hand, without it 
there is practically noth-
ing. Lets see that there are 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. BRADLEY, EDITOR

Museum Hours
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
OR call Donna at 620-388-5602      

Thanks for 
recycling 

The Courier on 
October 19th
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Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

M o n d a y  -  We d n e s d a y  
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

Tu e s d a y  - T h u r s d a y  
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .              

  Closed Fridays, Saturdays, 
& Holidays
298-3163 

Pratt Public Library 
Mon. - Thurs. 
10:00 - 7:00

Friday: 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00

Closed on Sundays

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Libraries -- call to verify openings/restrictions

Meanderings

no children on the streets 
of Cunningham during 
school time. 

B. P. McNamee re-
turned from Colorado 
Tuesday evening where 
he has been for some 
time. 

Mrs. Frank Allbritten 
was a Wichita shopper 
Wednesday.

S. E. Freeland and 
wife, came out from 
Wichita Thursday to pack 
up their things and move 
to their new home in 
Wichita.

Miss Wanda McPeek 
was a Kingman visitor 
Tuesday.

Sher i ff  F isher  of 
Kingman was in town 
on business Monday 
afternoon.

Quite a few from here 
attended the dance at St. 
Leo Monday night. 

Some one tossed a cig-

arette or cigar out of the 
hotel window Monday 
and set fire to the awning 
of the Janke Hardware 
store. The awning was so 
badly burned that it was 
rendered useless and it is 
only lucky that a greater 
loss did not occur. People 
should watch more where 
they throw their cigar and 
cigarette stubs. 

C.H.S. News
Rattle on a tin can
Cooney up a tree
Cheney High School
Tee! Dee! Dee!
Have we a peppy 

bunch of teachers? We 
should say so! If you 
don’t believe us, come 
out to the game Friday 
and watch them out on 
the field. 

Years ago in

The Cunningham Clipper 
  
 William E. Bradley, Editorcontinued from page 2 
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48 Hours of 4-H 
Community 
Service caps 
week of 
celebration 
Kansas youth, 
volunteers plan 
projects to benefit 
their local towns 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– Kansas 4-H members 
and volunteers will dot 
the state Oct. 10-11 when 
the seventh annual 48 
Hours of 4-H community 
service takes place in 
nearly half of the state’s 
counties. 

Among about 50 proj-
ects planned, the Willis 
All-Stars 4-H Club in 
Brown County will  col-
lect pet food and other 
items for the local hu-
mane society; 4-Hers in 
Clay County will clean 
and paint the county fair-
grounds; the Gem 4-H 
Club in Thomas County 
will help the City of 
Colby check and prepare 
holidays lights that will 
be hung in downtown; 
and the Leib 4-H Club 
in the Wildcat District 
will clean a community 
garden and prepare it for 
next year. 

“4-Hers care about 
their communities and 
have always provided 
community service,” said 
Beth Hinshaw, the south-

east area 4-H youth de-
velopment specialist for 
K-State Research and 
Extension, who coordi-
nates the annual commu-
nity service project. 

Hinshaw noted that 
4-H members, families 
and volunteers have a 
48-hour period this week-
end to complete a service 
project of their choosing. 
The length of time var-
ies; the primary hope is 
that they can do some-
thing that benefits their 
community during the 
weekend. 

“This gives Kansas 
4-H an opportunity to 
focus on community ser-
vice during these two 
days,” Hinshaw said. 
“We know that a lot of 
service happens the rest 
of the year, but this is an 
opportunity to highlight 
it over a full weekend.” 

To keep track of ac-
tivities related to 48 
Hours of 4-H, look for 
the hashtag, #484H, on 
social media. 

The event caps off 
the National 4-H Week 
celebration taking place 
across  the  count ry. 
According to the National 
4-H Council, there are 
more than 6.5 million 
4-H members – ages five 
to 19 – across the country, 
touching every county 
and parish in the United 
States through land-grant 
universities and local ex-
tension offices. 

n Kansas, more than 
70,000 youth participate 
in 4-H programs each 
year. The Kansas 4-H 
office also reports that 
more than 6,000 adults 

volunteer time to teach 
life skills and serve as 
mentors. 

“In 4-H, we believe 
that every child should 
have an opportunity to 
succeed and thrive,” 
said Amy Sollock, the 
southwest area 4-H youth 
development specialist. 
“And we believe that 4-H 
can give kids the things 
they need to do just that.” 

S o l l o c k ,  w h o  i s 
helping to coordinate 
the week’s activities 
in Kansas, added that 
Nat ional  4-H Week 
will pivot on the so-
cial  media hashtag, 
#Opportunity4All. 

“We think that be-
cause 4-H is in every 
community across the 
nation and Kansas, we 
can reach every child and 
make an impact on them 
through 4-H,” Sollock 
said. “And when we do, 
that’s one more chance 
for them to close the op-
portunity gap.” 

More information 
about National 4-H Week 
is available online from 
the National 4-H Council. 

Information about 
events in Kansas – in-
cluding 48 Hours of 4-H 
Community Service – is 
available from the Kansas 
4-H Youth Development 
office. Sollock said up-
dates and more content 
also will be available on 
the Kansas 4-H Facebook 
page. 

You can also con-
tact your local K-State 
Research and Extension 
agent for more informa-
tion about the state’s 4-H 
program or National 4-H 

Week. 
For Print Publications: 

Links used in this story 
#Opportunity4All, 

https://4-h.org/
opportunity4all 

National 4-H Council, 
https://4-h.org 

Kansas 4-H Youth 
Development, www.kan-
sas4-h.org 

K a n s a s  4 - H  o n 
Facebook, https://www.
facebook.com/Kansas4H 

K-State Research and 
Extension local offices, 
www.ksre.k-state.edu/
about/stateandareamaps.
html  

K-State Research and 
Extension is a short name 
for the Kansas State 
University Agricultural 
Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, a program de-
signed to generate and 
distribute useful knowl-
edge for the well-being 
of Kansans. Supported 
by county, state, federal 
and private funds, the 
program has county ex-
tension offices, experi-
ment fields, area exten-
sion offices and regional 
research centers state-
wide. Its headquarters is 
on the K-State campus 
in Manhattan. For more 
information, visit www.
ksre.ksu.edu. K-State 
Research and Extension 
is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  

Story by: 
Pat Melgares 
melgares@ksu.edu 
For more information: 
Beth Hinshaw 
bhinshaw@ksu.edu 
Amy Sollock 
asollock@ksu.edu

“Elections belong to the people. It's their 
decision. If they decide to turn their back on 

the fire and burn their behinds, then they 
will just have to sit on their blisters.”

― Abraham Lincoln

“Mock and ridicule men who refuse to use 
reason and logic; use reason and logic against 

men who know only how to mock and ridicule.”
― Criss Jami, Healology

I finally got the first 
spotlight pages put to-
gether. If you find your 
business or names are 
left off the list of spon-
sors, please let me know 
A.S.A.P. I hope to have 
another one in a couple 
of weeks. As error-prone 
as I am, I am sure I made 
a mistake or two. 

On to my column, 
which I was not actually 
going to write, I thought 
I'd go back into the old 
papers and pull one, but 
I'm about out of anything 
that is more than two 
years old...so 'original' 
it is going to be tonight. 
Just in time for spooks 
time. 

I have been frequently 
using the word “creepy” 
to describe situations 
and things I see and even 
some of the things I read. 

In  the  two la tes t 
Greg Iles’ books “The 
Devil’s Punchbowl” and 
“Natchez Burning,” the 
characters are involved in 
solving old murders com-
mitted by the Ku Klux 
Klan and its offshoots. 
I do believe the whole 
KKK idea is creepy. Just 
creepy. The hoods and 
the crosses and the other 
garbage. C.R.E.E.P.Y. 

The men who thought 
that up the whole idea 
must have had very pa-
thetic childhoods. 

It amazes me, not in 
a good way, the power 
they had in the south dur-
ing the last two century. 
Even into the highest 
echelons of our govern-
ment. The whole idea of 
white men instilling fear 
into the hearts of people 
of color and those who 
were helping them, is just 
too bizarre to understand. 

I think of quitting the 
series, but I do care about 
the main characters and I 
like them, so I keep read-
ing the books. I cheer 
them on when they find 
ways to stop the mdaness 
and subvert the Klan, and 
then swear when they are 
out-gunned and out-ma-
nipulted. I have two more 
novels to go to finish the 
series. I am hoping the 
White supremacy bit is 
about dead. Creepy.

Josh Theis sent a 
photo in last week of 
a grasshopper. It was 
on the back page of the 
Courier. Grasshoppers 
are creepy. They have 
that weird stare. They fly. 
They eat things. They eat 
everything. Nasty things, 
grasshoppers. My cats 
sometimes catch them 
and play with them. I usu-
ally find them when they 
are dead. And dead is the 
best way to find a creepy 
insect like that.

I really don’t mind 
spiders. I don’t want them 
living in my house, but 
they really don’t bother 
me. However, what does 
bother me, because they 
are incredibly creepy are 
those webs they spin this 

time of year. Towards 
sunset. You know the 
ones. They are huge. 
They come down from 
the trees and seem to take 
over the whole backyard.
At night. When it's diffi-
cult to see them. Because 
it is dark.  And creepy. 

I finally learned if I 
don’t turn on my outside 
lights, I don’t get those 
creepy webs. 

Of course, a couple of 
days ago I ran into one 
in broad daylight. It was 
hanging in the door of the 
back garage/shed. UGH! 
The upside of daylight 
spider web encounters is 
that I could see the spider 
was still in the web and 
not on my blouse or in 
my hair. 

 My brother  gets 
freaked out about them 
as well. I mentioned to 
him once, that being bald 
walking through one of 
them isn’t nearly as heart-
stopping as having lots 
of long hair and walking 
through one. Makes me 
shudder to think of it. 

A couple of weeks ago 
I had to have an MRI be-
cause of back pain. This 
was not my first MRI 
rodeo. Not even close. 
I’ve had several over 
the years. You get old, 
the knees are shot, the 
neck is shot, the back, the 
hips…. But I think MRIs 
are absolutely one of the 
creepiest experiences I 
have dealt with. 

The machine one at 
Pratt Regional Medical 
Center is much better 
than others I’ve been in. 
The first one I had was 
twenty-odd years ago. 
After 45 minutes in that 
tube, I thought I was 
going to need a strait 
jacket to go home in. 
Just creepy. Claustrophic 
creepy. 

Now the machine at 
Pratt is a bit wider, one 
end is open, it is faster. 
They play music for you. 
There’s a mirror that al-
lows you to watch the 
street. It’s not a walk 
in the park, and it still 
creeps me out, but it is 
better than it once was. I 
am pretty sure it was in-
vented by some guy who 
absolutely did not have 
any phobia about en-
closed coffin-like spaces.
He probably had no pho-
bias at all.  

Always reading
And currently reading
“Born of Illusion”
By Teri Brown
Roberta

“Spiders' webs only 
have to be large enough 
to catch flies.”

―  N e i l  G a i m a n , 
Coraline

“A spider lives inside 
my head

Who weaves a strange 
and wondrous web

Of silken threads and 
silver strings

To catch all sorts of 
flying things,

L i k e  c r u m b s  o f 
thoughts and bits of 
smiles

And specks of dried-
up tears,

And dust of dreams 
that catch and cling

For years and years 
and years...”

― Shel Silverstein, 
Every Thing on It
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Cunningham Child Care Center
6 weeks old - 11 years old

After School Program
620-298-20104C

Spot l ight  on Cunningham 
Teachers  and Support  Staff

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

www.skylandgrain.com
620-356-7800

Ashley Nix

Andy Ramirez

Cassidy Miller

Bart Ricke
Amanda Prim

Angie McGuire Deb Lawrence

Bob Stackhouse

Kelsey Beat

John Huffman
Kristen Young

Jane Neufeld, Tiffany Schnittker, 
and Tera Fox

Mary Stackhouse

Carrie Vahsholtz

Lance McGuire
Lynann Hageman

Robin Reed

Deborah Sulenes

Sebastian Huelskamp

Nadine Hope

Linda Terrell

Angie Mertens

photos by teachers, Molly 
Morgan, and Courier staff



Janet DeWeese
Beverly DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Janet Sterneker
Mary Oller
Mary Ann Ruckle
Diana Rakestraw 

Beverly Zrubek
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Liz & Steve Miller
Kathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob Stackhouse
Johnna & Elmer Freund
Kathy & Doug Griffis

Jody & Bill Thome
Ruth & Todd Shelman
Judy & Scott DeWeese
Donna & Sean Crowley
Gwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  
Jane &Jack Meyers

Robin & Robert Reed
Shawna & Tom Sterneker
Jeanette & Bob Kerschen
Amy & Lance McGuire
Julie and Scott Huhman
Bob and Joan Thimesch
Helen and Chuck Holcomb

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

Cunningham Child Care Center
6 weeks old - 11 years old

After School Program
620-298-2010

4C
Cunningham Historical 

Society
100 North Main

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

www.skylandgrain.com     620-492-6210

www.kanzabank.com
Anthony – Kingman – Wichita

    Hutchinson LPO

151 N. Main      Kingman, KS
 620-532-5821

Toll Free    888-532-5821

Member FDIC www.kanzabank.com

Janet DeWeese
Beverly DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Kristin and Kevin Wegerer 
Whitney and Sam Rohlman Family
Liz and Steve Miller
Kathy and Alan Albers
Mary and Bob Stackhouse

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)
Protect our Kids
GO WILDCATS! 

Providing commercial, personal & farm risk management to Kansas since 1921.
Contact us today for an insurance review! 

Kingman - Pratt - Cheney - Anthony - Medicine Lodge
Sims Insurance in Maize
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Remember to support the merchants who support our school and community. To learn more about these busi-
nesses and what they offer, see their ads at:  https://www.cunninghamcourier.news/school-spotlight-page

Thank You for all  you do! 

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)

Make a friend. Be a friend. Call a friend.
Go Cats!

Cindy Panek
Cody Dunlap

Eric Kerschen

Dustin Murphy

Debbie Renner Jennette Rogers

Jake Rakestraw

Katlynn Shaft

Sheena Albers

Tammy Beat and Cindy Houtwed Ingrid Ricke

Jay Squires

Michille Gwennup
Rebecca Huelskamp

Diana Hankins Emily Huelskamp Connie McGovney

Robert Reed

Stacy Webster
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Journalists shed light on vital issues that may otherwise be kept 
in the dark. They expose problems and give citizens the tools 
they need to make informed decisions about issues that affect 
everyday life in their community.

Help to ensure local newspapers are able to continue the 
important work that they do. PARTNER WITH US!

www. knf.column.us

AMERICA NEEDS JOURNALISTS
SO DOES KANSAS

National Newspaper Week • October 4-10, 2020

PARTNER WITH US!

Kingman County 
Fair Association
Annual Meeting

Public Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with K.S.A. 2-611, 
as amended, State of Kansas, on 
Thursday, October 15, 2020, at 
the Kingman Armory Conference 
room beginning at 7:00 p.m., the 
members of the Kingman County 
Fair Association Board of Directors 
shall meet for the purpose of elect-
ing three (3) new members to fill 
the vacancies on the board for a 
term of three years, and one (1) 
new member serving a term of 
two years.  Any interested resident 
of Kingman County, registered 
in the last general election, is 
eligible to be nominated to this 
board, and additional nominees 
will be accepted from the floor at 
the October 15, 2020 meeting.  
The nominees will be voted on by 
those attending this meeting with 
the three candidates receiving the 
most votes seated on the board 
effective as of October 15, 2020.  
This election will be followed by 
electing a president and vice presi-
dent from the nine-member Board 
of Directors for a one-year term.

We would like to encourage public 
participation and comment at this 
meeting.  For further information, 
please email kingmancountyfair@
gmail.com.
Current Fair Association Board of 
Directors and the year their term 
expires are as follows:
Keith Baringer - 2021
Susan Williams – 2021
Kristen Gonzales- 2021
Clint Turner-2022
Eric Clouse-2022
Mission Statement
The K ingman County  Fa i r 
Association Board will help plan 
and make decisions that will unite 
people together to build an annual 
event.  We will showcase the posi-
tive attributes of Kingman County 
4-H programs, businesses, com-
munity organizations, and people 
of all ages that will embrace activi-
ties to encourage more participa-
tion in the future.
Submitted by:
Les l ie  Schrag ,  Secre ta ry /
Treasurer
Kingman County Fair Association 

 

Public Notice 
First Published in The Cunningham Courier on

Thursday, October 8, 2020  (2t)

YOUR SCHOOLS
YOUR PARKS
YOUR ROADS
YOUR HEALTH
YOUR COMMUNITIES

NEED YOU
COMPLETE THE CENSUS TODAY: 

www.my2020census.gov
Call: (844) 330-2020
for more information

I never voted for Bob 
Dole. Even though I was 
a Republican most of 
my life. Even though 
I was asked to lead his 
Republican effort in 
Kingman County for his 
Presidential run. I de-
clined the request. 

You see Bob Dole was 
the first candidate to use 
the abortion issue to win 
an election. In 1974,  Bob 
Dole was trailing Dr. Bill 
Roy for the U.S. Senate 
seat in Kansas. Dr. Roy, 
an excellent candidate, 
was leading in the run 
for the 1974 Senate elec-
tion. In the week before 
the election, Dole ran a 
TV ad stating without 
proof “I wonder how 
many abortions Dr. Roy 
has performed”.  Before 
it could be refuted the 
election had taken place 
and Dole won by 1% of 
the vote. 

Dole went on to do 
some great things for 
the country but I nev-
er forgave him for this 
stunt. Since then, ly-
ing Republicans have 
used this same issue to 
get many poorly quali-
fied candidates  elect-
ed. These Republicans 

are willing to grease the 
wheels of big business at 
the expense of hard work-
ing Americans.

I’ve been that duped 
Kansan who once only 
voted for Republicans 
because of abortion. The 
local Democrats that I 
knew didn’t approve of 
abortion any more than a 
Republican. 

You see, I was once 
that Republican that 
called all Democrats 
“Baby Killers”, they’re 
not. Desperate young 
women who decide to 
have an abortion are re-
sponsible, not me. The 
Democrats know that 
there were abortions be-
fore Roe vs. Wade. They 
also know that young 
women died and were 
maimed in the back al-
leys. They also know with 
the abortion drugs that 
are available, if doctors 
aren’t distributing these, 
back street suppliers will. 
Don’t be duped as I was! 
Don’t let the Republicans 
trick us again.

 Alan Albers
T h i s  i s  a  p a i d 

advertisement. 

Alan's Ideas

moved to approve the 
engineer ing  se rv ic-
es for FAS Bridge #13 
with Kirkham Michael.  
Commissioner Steffen 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Steffen 
moved to approve the 
engineering services for 
NBI #000480721006245.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf said 
that the seal was put on 
the Health Department 
parking lot last week and 
the Courthouse parking 
lot will be done next 
year due to all the work 
being done here at the 
Courthouse.

Sheriff Randy Hill 
and Heather Kinsler, 911/
Dispatch Director were in 
with spark funding pur-
chases.  One was for Two 
Thermal Temperature 
Scanning stations for 
the Law Enforcement 
Center from General 
Informatics in the amount 
of $9,990.00; 8- R Air 
purifiers from Glassman 
Corporat ions in  the 
amount of $7144.00; 

Telephones for the Law 
Enforcement center.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Steffen 
moved to approve the 
purchase of two ther-
m a l  s c a n n e r s  f r o m 
General Informatics in 
the amount of $9,990.00.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to approve the 
purchase of 8-Air pu-
rifiers from Glassman 
Corporat ions in  the 
amount of $7144.00.  
Commissioner Steffen 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Foley 
recessed the Board meet-
ing at 11:45 a.m. to the 
Law Enforcement Center.

Commissioner Foley 
reconvened the Board 
meeting at 11:50 a.m. 
at the Law Enforcement 
Center.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
12:28 p.m.

Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved 
with a majority vote of the 
County Commissioners.

County
Commission Meeting 
continued from front page

Money Does 
Grow on Trees 

Harvesting black wal-
nut seed provides oppor-
tunity to get outdoors and 
earn extra money 

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
-- Outdoor activities are 
almost limitless, and the 
cycles of nature provide a 
revolving door, constant-
ly changing to create new 
and exciting opportuni-
ties throughout the year. 

Dave Bruton, utili-
zation and marketing 
forester with the Kansas 
Forest Service, says one 
of those opportunities is 
harvesting black walnut 
seed.  

“Black walnut trees 
are commonly found 
throughout Kansas com-
munities and woodlands, 
particularly in the eastern 
half of Kansas,” Bruton 
said. “They are great for 
personal use for mak-
ing candies, breads, ice 
cream and holiday treats 
– but they also present 
an opportunity to make a 
little extra money.” 

But Bruton under-

stands that collecting 
black walnut seeds can 
be messy and hard work. 

The juice found in 
the hull of walnuts stains 
hands. Stooping to collect 
nuts from the ground can 
also cause back stress. 
Bruton suggests using 
special tools designed to 
aid in harvesting black 
walnut. 

“Two such products 
are the Nut Wizard and 
Bag-A-Nut,” he said. 
“Both work by rolling 
the respective equipment 
over the tops of the nuts 
scattered across the land-
scape so the tool can pick 
up the seed.” 

Bruton said those prod-
ucts work most effectively 
in areas that are clear of 
sticks and debris, and where 
the vegetation is relatively 
short. While these and other 
products can readily be found 
online, they are also becom-
ing more common in local 
hardware and other outdoor 
supply stores. 

“If you gather more black 
walnuts than you want or 
need for your personal use, 
there is an opportunity to sell 

Celebrating 
Return to Play 

During National 
High School 

Activities Month
By Karissa Niehoff, 

Executive Director of the 
National Federation of State 
High School Associations 
and Bill Faflick, Executive 
Director of the Kansas 
State High School Activities 
Association.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has caused ev-
eryone to hit the pause 
button on life. During 
the stoppage and forced 
time away from rou-
tines, many people have 
come to appreciate the 
important things in life – 
family, friends and faith 
among others.

Still, the loss of some 
routines and regular ac-
tivities hurt worse than 
others, namely last spring 
when high school sports 
and performing arts were 
shut down. Millions of 
students, coaches, par-
ents and fans quickly 
began to realize the privi-
lege of involvement in 
these education-based 
programs in schools. 

Now, slowly but sure-
ly, high school sports 
and performing arts are 
on their way back into 
schools in Kansas and 
across the country. While 
things are different – with 
social distancing, univer-
sal masking protocols in 
place – there is a resound-
ing feeling of thankful-
ness that some degree of 
normalcy is returning.

 As a result, this year’s 

celebration of National 
High School Activities 
Month will be like none 
other in the 40-year his-
tory of the event. Since 
1980 ,  the  Na t iona l 
Federation of State High 
School Associations 
(NFHS) and its member 
state associations have 
promoted the values of 
high school activity pro-
grams during the month 
of October, but this year 
will be extra special.   

K i c k i n g  o f f  t h e 
m o n t h - l o n g  f o c u s 
October 4-10 is National 
Sportsmanship,  Fan 
Appreciation and Public-
Address Announcers 
Week.

Hopefully, one of the 
silver linings of the pan-
demic is that parents and 
other fans are more grate-
ful for any opportunity to 
attend contests this year 
and positively support 
student participants. At 
this time last year, there 
were numerous incidents 
of inappropriate adult 
behavior at high school 
events – mostly directed 
at officials. 

  This year, in addi-
tion to being respectful 
of officials, being a good 
fan involves supporting 
participants by social 
distancing and wearing 
a mask. Attending a high 
school contest is even 
more of a privilege, and 
players, coaches and of-
ficials need positive and 
encouraging support.

The week of October 
11 - 1 7  i s  N a t i o n a l 
P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s 
Activities and Local State 
High School Associations 

Week.
More than four mil-

lion high school students 
are involved in speech, 
debate, music, band and 
theatre activities each 
year. And the results of an 
aerosol study conducted 
by the NFHS and 125 
other organizations show 
that if schools are in ses-
sion, these activities can 
be safely conducted by 
implementing a mitiga-
tion strategy focused on 
Masks-Distance-Time-
Air Flow-Hygiene.       

 Competing on the 
debate team or playing 
in the marching band or 
acting on stage as a part 
of the theatre team help 
students develop critical-
thinking skills. They also 
learn to be better com-
municators and tend to be 
good listeners – qualities 
that are essential for suc-
cess in life and in their 
chosen careers.

This week is also set 
aside to recognize the 
51 NFHS member state 
associations, which have 
been working overtime 
for the past seven months 
with state government, 
health and education 
leaders to outline a safe 
return to activities.

The week of October 
1 8 - 2 4  i s  N a t i o n a l 
Coaches ,  Advisors , 
Officials and Sponsors 
Week.

 High school coaches 
are playing an even larger 
role this year in connect-
ing with their athletes – 
whether that connection 
is virtual or in-person. In 
some situations, a coach 
may be the most signifi-

cant mentor in a student-
athlete’s life, so keeping 
that relationship intact is 
paramount.                

T h e  n a t i o n w i d e 
shortage of officials has 
been exacerbated by the 
pandemic as some of-
ficials have decided not 
to return. To help with 
this critical situation, 
the NFHS is continuing 
its #BecomeAnOfficial 
campaign. Individuals 
can get started on a career 
in officiating by clicking 
on the following link: 
www.highschoolofficials.
com

The week of October 
2 5 - 3 1  i s  N a t i o n a l 
Community Service/
Youth Awareness Week. 
Schools across the coun-
try need financial support 
from communities due to 
loss of revenue from the 
pandemic.

Whether as a partici-
pant, parent, coach, of-
ficial, teacher, adminis-
trator, community sup-
porter or general fan, mil-
lions are invested in the 
greatest education-based 
programs in the coun-
try – high school sports 
and performing arts. In 
Kansas, and throughout 
the rest of our nation, 
we encourage support 
of these programs more 
than ever during National 
High School Activities 
Month. 

More information on 
National High School 
Activities Month is avail-
able on the NFHS web-
site at www.NFHS.org/ 
HSActivitiesMonth. 

the excess,” Bruton said. 
Bruton said that  a 

Stockton, Missouri-based 
company -- Hammons 
Products Co. -- works with 
individuals across Kansas 
and ten other states, where 
black walnut trees are native, 
to establish hulling and buy-
ing stations. 

This year, eight such sta-
tions are scattered across 
eastern Kansas. A map of 
the buying locations can be 
found on the Kansas Forest 
Service website under the 
tab, ‘Black Walnut Hulling 
Stations in Kansas.’ 

Bruton said the buying 
season runs from Oct. 1 to 
Nov. 2 with the price set 
at 0.16 per hulled pound. 
Individuals are not respon-
sible for hulling, he said; that 
is performed at the buying 

station with equipment spe-
cially designed to quickly 
and efficiently handle large 
quantities of nuts.     

“If you are looking for 
opportunities to get yourself 
or kids outside, consider 
gathering black walnuts and 
visiting a buying station near 
you,” Bruton said. 

F O R  P R I N T 
PUBLICATIONS:b Links 
used in this story 

Nut Wizard, www.nut-
wizard.com 

Bag-A-Nut, https://baga-
nut.com 

For more information: 
Dave Bruton 
dbruton@ksu.edu 
Written by: 
Cassie Wandersee 
wande@ksu.edu

 



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Accountants

Agriculture

Banks

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement
Advertise Your Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
our Living is Fixing Yours!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

Courier Ads are 
$5.50 per column 
inch ($6.00 per 
column inch in 

full color.) 

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas City 
& Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 655 
9430 or go online to chuckhenry.com  for pricing, avail-
ability & Freight. Bridge Decks.  40’x8’  48’x8’6”   90’ x 
8’6”  785 655 9430 chuckhenry.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consula-
tion: 855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 
PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting 
Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

 

For Sale

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

 

Cheer Clinic

Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers to run 
from Kansas City to the west coast. Home Weekly! 
Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call Tina 
ext 301 or Lori ext. 303  1-800-926-6869

Help Wanted Notice

Help Wanted

The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  

   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________________        
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Student Rates: $30.00 & $35.00 (August - May) 

Estate Sale by Dolores
620-532-4453

117 B West Main
Harper, Kansas

Thursday, October 15th - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Friday, October 16th   - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 17th - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO RETIREMENT SALE
studio lights, softboxes, stands, background pulley 

system, muslin and cloth backgrounds, blankets, 
props, furniture, privacy screens, large variety of 
frames, Canon 7D MKI, and other miscellaneous. 

Masks Appreciated. 

City-Wide Garage Sale

Heavy equipment operators. Travel expenses paid. 
Great earning potential for skilled operators.  Mid 
West work area. Apply at www.laforge. Resume to 
pat@laforgebudd.com. EOE.

OCTOBER 17, 2020
8:00 AM - ????

 The Cunningham Planning Commission & Board 
of Zoning Appeals will meet at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, 
October 8, 2020 at City Hall, 119 N. Main Street.  The 
meeting will also be held on Zoom, video conferenc-
ing software, for public access.  For more information, 
contact the City Clerk at clerk67035@gmail.com

The Cunningham Cheer Clinic performance has 
been moved to halftime of the Junior High Football 
game on Thursday, October 15th against Medicine 
Lodge.

Contact the Courier to 
advertise your sale. There will 

not be a city map available.
Special offer: 

1 inch x 2 column ad will run $8.00



C e l e b r a t i o n s 
o f  L i f e

Happy 
Birthday Wishes to 

Eilene Crick
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Check the 
Blessing Box 

east of the Methodist 
Church.  

Anyone can give to or take 
from the Blessing 
Box at any time. 

David Ruffin

 

A Note of 
Thanks

 
 

Gabe Albers helps setup the voting exhibit at the 
Cunningham Museum.  Please plan to vote!

D a v i d  R a y m o n d 
Ruffin, 90, passed away 
Wednesday, September 
30,2020 at his home. He 
was born March 18, 1930 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas 
to Raymond and Grace 
(Ledbetter) Ruffin.

David graduated from 
Aldine High School in 
1947. He owned Ruffin 
Inc. in Dodge City. He 
attended the Methodist Church and was Rotary 
President in Dodge City, Kansas and Georgetown, 
Texas. He entered the United States Marines in June 
1947 at the age of 17. He served as a Trustee of Saint 
Mary’s of the Plains.

While a Marine, he did his basic training in San 
Diego and was later stationed at Whidbey Island Naval 
Air Station. After the military he came to University of 
Houston and graduated with his Bachelor of Science 
and was the first in his family to graduate from college. 
After he retired, he enjoyed traveling with Stephen 
and Glenn and golfing with Tim.

After selling his business in Dodge City, he moved 
to Pratt. He wanted to be close to his grandchildren. 
He especially enjoyed watching Bryan and Katie 
play sports.

He is survived by his children, David Ruffin, Jr. of 
Walnut Creek, California, Tim (Nancy) Ruffin of Reno, 
Nevada, Stephen (Glenn Andersen) Ruffin of Porto, 
Portugal and Susan (Mike) Kirby of Cunningham; 
grandchildren, Coleman (Jessi) Ruffin, Robert Ruffin, 
Daniel Ruffin, Thomas Ruffin, Bryan (Erin) Kirby, 
Katie (Phil) Hellman and Sean (M’kaylee) Kirby; and 
5 greatgrandchildren.

David is preceded in death by his parents and 
brother, Bobby Ruffin.

A funeral service will be held at 6:00 p.m., 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 
Country Club Road, Pratt. A graveside service will be 
held at 10:00 a.m., Friday, October 9, 2020 at St. John 
Lutheran Cemetery, Nashville.

Thank you to ev-
eryone for your acts 
of kindness and con-
cern during Dave’s 
September battle with 
Covid-19 and recov-
ery from the disease.  
While we did not have 
the resources of Walter 
Reed hospital at our 
disposal, we did have a 
community of friends 
and family who sup-
ported us through this 
difficult time.  

Thank you to the 
doctors and nurses 
at the Hutchinson 
Hospital ER for excel-
lent care, concern and 
support; and to the 
Pratt County Health 
Department for pro-
viding the initial tests.  

T h a n k  y o u  t o 
friends and family 
who kept us supplied 
with food, beverages, 
vitamins, and medi-
cations.  Thank you 
for your cards and 
for keeping us in your 
thoughts or prayers.  

A special Thank 
You to everyone for 
your support – wheth-
er it was helping with 
yard work or mowing 
our yard,  bringing us 
a pulse oximeter, or 
dropping off a package 
of graham crackers, 
Ensure, or whatever 
else sounded good that 
day, we appreciated 
everything.  

Covid-19 affects ev-
eryone differently.  It is 
real.   It is not the flu. 
It can be life-threaten-
ing.  It is in our com-
munity.  To those who 
take it seriously with 
the simple precautions 
of distancing, wearing 
a face mask, and hand 
washing – Thank you.    

--Dave & Kerri 
Steffen

Museum News

Cunningham Recreation Board invites you to join us for Work/Play Day in 
the Park on Saturday, Oct. 10th from 1:00-??. Masks and social distancing are 
encouraged. There will be projects going on in different areas of the park. If you 
love our park and are able to help, please join us and pitch in! When the work is 
done, we’ll fire up the grill and have some hot dogs while enjoying sand volleyball, 
horseshoes, basketball, and whatever else comes up.

Volleyball courts: replacing worn ropes, repainting the poles, fixing the broken 
end of the net.

Baseball field: removing the chain link at the end of the dugouts to allow ac-
cess without going on the field, pouring cement for home plate in the batting cage.

Playground: moving the boundary to make space for the new swing set, set-
ting the posts, etc.

Questions can be directed to any Board member: Vicki Oldham, Roger Panek, 
Shawna Sterneker, Randy Thimesch, or Travis Thimesch.

Come to Lions' Park for Work and Play Day

Josh Theis photo

October 5, 2020
As of 9 am Monday, October 5, 2020, we now have 8 active COVID-10 cases.  

5 cases continue to be hospitalized at time of report.  We have no new deaths from 
last report.  Ages of the confirmed cases range from 0-90 years of age.

We are working on having a dashboard to report COVID-19 figures in the 
near future and will no longer post case updates when this happens.  We all know 
COVID-19 is in the community, and we all need to continue working together to 
limit infection spread.  We will announce our dashboard on our Facebook page 
when we get it together.

As of October 6, 2020, sixth through twelfth grade students at USD 332, 
Cunningham, will be asked to have face coverings on while in the building. If 
you have questions please contact the office.

Kingman County COVID-19 
Update


