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Two Palominos 
is open Thanksgiving Day 

6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Come in for a traditional 

Thanksgiving Dinner.
Breakfast served all day. 

120 West First Street
620-318-6039
620-450-8561

Next week's Cunningham 
Courier Thanksgiving edition 

will be mailed on Friday, 
November 29th. 

Deadline will still be 
Tuesday at 2:00.

The Kansas Volleyball Association 
is pleased to announce the 2019 All 
State Teams. Holly DeWeese made 

first team in the 1A division and 
Morgan Meyers was included in 
the Honorable Mention division.

Masthead: The CHS volleyball 
team is shown displaying all their 

trophies from this past season. 

  by Roberta Kobbe
What can a "skinny kid from Zenda, 

Kansas" do with his life? If you were 
Wayne Dick, you’d head off to the semi-
nary in Columbus, Ohio when you are 
fourteen years old. You would study for 
the priesthood, learn several languages: 
Latin, German, Greek, Hebrew, (and 
English, of course). 

While living and studying in the 
seminary, you’d give blood for the first 
time at the age of 17. Your family would 
gift you a manual portable typewriter 
and you would get another young man 
to teach you to type. You would learn 
to cut hair because they do need barbers 
in the priesthood. You would continue 
studying and donating and barbering 
and typing and after 7 and ½ years of 
seminary life, you would decide to join 
the United States Air Force. 

Wayne Dick joined the Air Force on 
February 4, 1954, and he was sent from 
seminary school to San Antonio for ba-
sic training. He was 21 years old, older 
than most of the other recruits and was 
designated squad leader. 

When he arrived at basic training, he 
kept his barber tools in his locker. When 
asked by his commanding officer what 
they were, Wayne explained about his 
barber skills. “Keep it Neat!” the offi-
cer told him. Wayne did. Always. And 
he would cut a fellow soldier’s hair for 
25 cents. 

He finished basic training on April 
20, 1954 and was dispatched to Denver 
to the Air Force Intelligence School. 
He qualified for top secret clearance 
because he’d only lived in two places 
before joining the Air Force. He said 
folks in Zenda remembered when the 
FBI came to interview his family and 
friends. I am sure those men in the semi-
nary remember it as well. 

After finishing his schooling in 
Denver, he ended up back in Columbus 
Ohio to continue his studies. Yes, the 
city he’d left to join the Air Force. 
After a time in Columbus, he was then 
stationed in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where he met Alice, a young lady from 
Johnston, Pennsylvania, and a file clerk 
at the University of Little Rock Medical 
Center. 

She initially thought him a “square”, 
he embarrassed easily and didn’t dance. 
She met him when he was dating her 
roommate. They were married on June 
1, 1957. 

Wayne came from a large family: 
seven boys and 5 girls, but he told his 
young bride, he thought they should 
have three boys and two girls in the 
family they would have. He liked plan-

Community Thanksgiving 
Service

T h e  C u n n i n g h a m  C o m m u n i t y 
Thanksgiving Service is planned for 

Sunday, November 24th at 6:00 p.m. at the commu-
nity center. Father Roger Lumbre of the area Catholic 
Churches will be delivering the message.  Snacks will 
be served and fellowship will be enjoyed by all who at-
tend.  Please put the Thanksgiving Service on your “to 
do” list to start off the holiday season with blessings and 
friendship.  See you on the 24th at 6:00.

A Veteran with Many Stories Holly and Morgan Named to All State Team

ning and details. 
He shortly went off for leadership 

training, made staff sergeant, and was 
sent to Spain. He learned to speak 
Spanish and Russian while there. His 
job was to debrief the pilots who flew 
over the USSR. He was also involved 
in training the pilots how to escape and 
evade the Russians should their planes 
fail. 

After his time in Spain he applied 
for Officer Training in San Antonio. 
He had completed part of the course-
work when his dad became seriously 

continued on page 2

Mr. Wayne Dick at the Hilltop 
Manor Memorial Day Service. 

Mr. Wayne Dick carries the flag in 
the Zenda Christmas Parade in 2018.

Shiver River Cast Delights Audience
by Roberta Kobbe
Melodramas don’t get any better than 

the one performed by the Cunningham 
High School students on Friday evening. 

The audience was welcomed by 
house managers Taylor Schultz and 
Luke McGuire, attired in Old West dress. 
They handed out the playbill and a map 
of Shiver River Valley “for audience 
participation toward the end.” 

The lights were dimmed. Mrs. 
Rebecca Huelskamp, play director, in-
troduced the play and they were off. The 
setting was the hotel lobby of the Shiver 
River Hotel, walls decorated with a faux 
flocked wallpaper look. 

Abby Hansen played the owner of 

the Shiver River Hotel, Lotta Luck. 
Ms. Luck was a reformed gambler…
or was she?  

Always inquisitive and always not-
minding-her-own-business was “Scoop 
O’Malley the local newspaper reporter 
played by Reese McGuire. She was an 
observant character. 

Our villain, Rod Enreel, played by 
Henry Huelskamp was straight out of 
the Dudley DoRight cartoon. He was 
Snidely Whiplash in the flesh. What 
a hand-wringing good time we had as 
he plotted to secure the Sanders Ranch 
from Colonel Sanders himself(played 
by Daylen Schnittker), and his lovely 
daughter, Heidi Clare Sanders, played 
by Alayna McGuire. 

Rod Enreel (Henry Huelskamp) and 
Dr. Ophelia Payne (Alice Huelskamp)

Marshall Law (Ethan Paris) 
caught vestless by his true love.

 Nadine Hope photo 

USD 331 photo

Courier photos
continued on page 2
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  CHRISTIAN  
Cunningham

Sunday School  
9:30 a.m.

Worship      
10:45 a.m.

Bible Study   
6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201
620-770-9507

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)

117 N Main St. Cunningham, Kansas  67035
620-298-2659           © 2018

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier  
 PO Box 38, Cunningham, KS  67035-0038

Published Weekly
Roberta L. Kobbe

Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates:    $40.00 per year in Kansas  
  $45.00 per year out of state

 117 N Main Street, PO Box 38, Cunningham, Kansas 67035. 
E-Mail:   cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.com

UNITED METHODIST 
Penalosa 
Worship      
9:15 a.m.

 Cunningham
Sunday School     

9:45 a.m.
Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Katelyn Zoglmann
620-298-2090   
Office Hours: 
Tuesdays: 

9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

LUTHERAN  
St. John's
Nashville

Worship Service 
8:30 a.m.

Sunday School  
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.

Trinity 
Medicine Lodge

Sunday School 
& Bible Class 

9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship   

10:30 a.m.
620-656-7431

Pastor Dennis 
Fangmeyer

620-246-5220
Cell: 620-886-0911

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Penalosa

Sunday Bible Class 
10:00 a.m.

Worship   
11:00 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship 
1:30 at Penalosa 

Community Center 

Mid-Week Bible Study
Wednesday,  7:00 p.m.

620-532-2684

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Zenda
101 N. Main  

 Sunday Worship 
9 a.m.

Sunday School: 
Children 8:30 a.m. 
Adult 10:00 a.m.

(3rd Sunday of each 
month breakfast fellow-
ship at :  8:30 a.m.)
( Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t 
Women meet the 1st 
Tues. monthly: 6:30 p.m.)
Pastor Ken Keeling

Community Bulletin Board

 

   

   The Cunningham Courier
   PO Box  38  
   Cunningham, KS 67035-0038 

Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________

Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

To reserve the 
Cunningham Community Center, 

 contact Ruth Shelman, 

 (620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Fundraisers & Charitable 
Opportunities in our Community 

Cunningham Public Library
4C Day Care Shop  smile.amazon.com 
(Kathy Albers  620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774)
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!                  Shop smile.amazon.com
(Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact Fitzsimmons Insurance or any 
church) 
Cunningham Schools Box Tops for Education

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (leave your old eyeglasses at the bank) 

Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Donna Glenn)

FREE ThRowback ThuRsday MoviE         
Noevmber   21st at 6:30 p.m.

the Blind Side 
Rated pg -13 

SponSoRed By  Smitty'S CaRRy out

Kingman Historic Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman

 (620) 532-1253        
   http://www.kingmantheatre.org/

CATHOLIC Masses

 St. Leo  
Sunday, November 17, 2019

10:00 a.m. 
St. John’s, Zenda

Sunday, November 17, 2019
8:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart, 
Cunningham

Saturday, November 16, 2019
5:30 p.m.

 
St. Peter’s, 
Willowdale

Saturday, November 16, 2019
4:00 p.m.

Fr. Roger Lumbre     
620-243-5451
620-298-2601          
620-246-5370

Museum Hours

Library 
Recycling! 
Please keep batter-

ies, CDs/CD cases, ink 
pens and markers out 
of the landfill.  Bring 
those unwanted items 
to Cunningham Public 
Library to be recycled.  

During the winter months look for Donna's 
red car or her golf cart in front of the muse-
um. OR you can call her at 620-388-5602      

Monday, 
November 25th
Library Closed

November 22nd - 24th
F r o z e n  2 Rated PG

Showtimes :
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 
p.m. Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Doors will open 1 hour prior to showtime.

Friday, November 22nd
3:30 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Monday, 
November 25th
JH BB vs Chase 

at Home

November 27 - 29th
NO SCHOOL

Thanksgiving Break

Thursday,
November 28th 
Library Closed

Monday, 
November 25th

NO CITY COUNCIL 
Meeting

Ninnescah Valley Bank will 
be closed Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday, November 28, 2019 

Monday, December 2nd
JH BB at Home 

vs. Norwich

Tuesday, December 3rd
8:00 a.m.

Sports Pictures and 
Senior pictures

Thursday, 
November 5th

JH BB at Home vs 
Central Christian

Sunday, November 
24th 6:00 p.m.

Community Center
Community 

Thanksgiving Service

ill and Wayne had to 
return home. When he 
was ready to commence 
his training, he was told 
he would have to take 
additional time to finish. 
Alice was pregnant with 
their second child and 
living his parents, and 
his mother was caring 
for his father, and Wayne 
thought probably taking 
more time to finish the 
training was not in the 
best interest of his fam-
ily, so he dropped out of 
officer training. 

His top-secret clear-
ance and his great typ-
ing skills (75 words per 
minute; no mistakes; on 
a manual typewriter) put 
him in Omaha, Nebraska 
where he was the only 
person assigned to fig-
ure the trajectory for the 
ICBM (InterContinental 
Ballistic) missiles. 

Then he and his grow-
ing family were sent to 
Hawaii. They spent three 
years in Hawaii. Wayne 
and Alice and their three 
boys and two girls. Just 
the family he planned. 

After three years, he 
was sent to McConnell 
A i r  Fo rce  Base  i n 
Wichita and after eleven 
months there he was sent 
to Vietnam. He was in 
Southeast Asia from June 
of 1968 to June 1969. He 

had a short leave dur-
ing his tour, and Alice 
met him in Hawaii for a 
vacation. This, I believe 
he said, is where child 
number six slipped into 
the “plan.” 

While in Vietnam, 
Wayne said he continued 
to cut hair and use his 
typing skills. 

After  his  tour  in 
Vietnam ended,  the 
family spent 5 years in 
Hawaii. Mr. Dick re-
tired from the Air Force 
on July 31, 1974 as a 
Senior Master Sergeant. 
Twenty years he served 
our country honorably 
and proudly. 

The day before he 
was to leave Hawaii, a 
Colonel called him about 
his plans for retirement. 
He told Mr. Dick that 
he would have made 
a general had he gone 
through officer training; 
he had all the skills nec-
essary for the making of 
an officer. Mr. Dick told 
him the story of his sick 
father and the reasons he 
dropped out. 

He and Alice moved 
and settled in Derby, 
Kansas, where he opened 
an accounting and tax 
service business. And 
this he did for 32 years. 

Along the way he con-
tinued typing and giving 
blood. 

He talked about his 
success in modifying a 
car to run on vegetable 

oil. I think that may have 
to be a story in itself. 

He mentioned a poem 
he had written while in 
the seminary. A poem 
about Robert Frost. He 
would like to someday 
get it published or enter 
it into a contest. 

  Mr. Dick now lives at 
Hilltop Manor with wife 
of 62 years. He recently 
attended the blood dona-
tion drive sponsored by 
our honor society. He 
gave his 141st pint of 
blood. He is aiming for 
200. He has it figured 
out that if he continues 
to take his iron pills, and 
donates 6 times a year, 
within ten years, he will 
reach that 200-pint goal. 

Mr.  Wayne Dick, 
thank you for your years 
of service.  Thank you 
for your life-giving dona-
tion of blood for the past 
70 years. Thank you for 
your stories. 

Now get out your 
typewriter and start that 
book! 

Editor's note: I hope I 
have all the facts correct. 
Mr. Dick and I spent quite a 
bit of time talking about his 
life. I frantically took notes, 
but I often got wrapped up 
in the story and notes went 
unwritten. Sometimes my 
handwriting wasn't very 
legible. I am sure Mr. Dick 
will let me know of any mis-
takes that I can correct in 
another issue of the paper. 

Veteran
continued from 
front page

The hero of the sto-
ry was none other than 
Marshal Marshall Law, 
Lawman, a character 
madly and devotedly in 
love with Heidi Clare 
Sanders, the Colonel’s 
daughter. Ethan Paris 
played the lovesick 
marshal. 

Villain Rod Enreel 
needed some feminine 
accomplices to help him 
in his dastardly deeds: 
Paige Turner, played by 
Madie McGuire was in 
love to the vile villain. 
She lived up to her name 
as she was a romance lit-
erature aficionado.  

When Rod Enreels 
Plan A and B and C and 
D and… failed, he called 
his co-hort, Dr. Ophelia 
Payne, played by Henry’s 
younger sister, Alice 
Huelskamp. She had all 
the vials of medicine and 
poison to make one of the 
plans succeed. 

Playing the nervous 
auctioneer, Rusty Nail, 
and his ever-attentive 
wife, Gail Nail, were 
Isaiah Reed and Hannah 
Ellis. Isaiah’s portrayal of 
a dog was spot on. What 
a scratching hoot! 

Two characters who 

were trying to find 
the treasure of Shiver 
River, and thus save the 
Sanders Ranch from be-
ing bought out by Rod 
Enreel, were Orin Gold 
and Burlap Bonnie, por-
trayed by Lane Halderson 
and Maddison Panek. 
Bonnie was ever nagging 
about the map. Orin Gold 
was ever insisting there 
wasn’t one. And what’s 
that they say? Women are 
always right? 

Even the two hotel 
patrons who spent most 
of the show playing cards 
and drinking sarsaparilla 
(?) added to the fun and 
frolic. The two were like 
those characters in the 
movies, who once a fight 
breaks out, they simply 
move around the may-
hem. Zach Strohl and 
Trey DeWeese, perfect 
silent cowhands. 

The ending, which 
came much too soon, was 
typical: Boy gets girl. 
Treasure map is found. 
Ranch is saved, and the 
villain was chased out 
of town and through 
the gym by his sister… 
er…. His accomplice 
with the audience booing 
and laughing and tossing 
maps. 

Behind the scenes, 
supporting this fine cast 

were Alexa Fischer, stage 
manager; Luke McGuire, 
lights and evil laugh 
(evil Rod Enreel just 
couldn’t get the hang of 
it); Mackenzie Wright 
and Shanelle Romine on 
makeup; publicity man-
agers, Madison Dowsey 
and Kendra Morgan, set 
designers, Mrs. Ashley 
N i x ,  M r s .  A m a n d a 
Prim, and Ms. Emily 
Huelskamp. 

Building the set: Mr. 
Sebastian Huelskamp, 
M a d i e  M c G u i r e , 
M a d i s o n  D o w s e y, 
S h a n e l l e  R o m i n e , 
A n n a b e l l e  H a n s e n , 
Alice Huelskamp, Abby 
Hansen, Hannah Ellis, 
Alayna McGuire, Ethan 
Paris, Trey DeWeese, 
R e e s e  M c G u i r e , 
Skylar Hennessee, and 
Maddison Panek. 

The costumes crew 
were  Mrs .  Rebecca 
Huelskamp and Janet 
Hansen. 

Who needs to travel 
to Wichita for a melo-
drama when we have 
C u n n i n g h a m  H i g h 
School  Melodrama? 
Every bit as good and 
every bit as fun. Bravo! 

Photos of the evening 
can be found on The 
Courier website’s photo 
gallery.

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Our 
Community Album  

Call  (620) 298-
2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@
embarqmail.com 

or send to PO Box 
38, Cunningham, 

KS 67035

Shiver River
continued from front page
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Libraries

Kingman 
Carnegie Library 

620-532-3061
Mon. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tues. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Satu. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Zenda Public 
Library 

Hours
Monday & Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday  . 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.

620-243-5791

C u n n i n g h a m 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday  
2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday -Thursday- Saturday 
 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.              

298-3163 
  Closed Holidays

Pratt Public Library 
Mon. - Thurs. 
10:00 - 7:00

Fri. - Sat. 
10:00 - 6:00

Closed on Sundays

Meanderings

Teacher 
Shortage: 
Moving, 
Leaving and 
Not Entering

byJohn Schrock
    Teacher shortages 

are growing nationwide. 
Fewer students are enter-
ing teaching. More vet-
eran teachers are leaving 
the classroom. There has 
always been a shortage 
in inner city schools, and 
in specific disciplines 
such as special educa-
tion and secondary phys-
ics. But now, teacher 
shortages extend into 
all disciplines including 
elementary education. 
With no overall solutions, 
more states are lowering 
the bar, filling positions 
with online-“trained,” 
tested-out, or other al-
ternate route “teachers.” 
In some states, veteran 
teachers call these re-
cruits “heartbeat” teach-
ers because that appears 
to be their only qualifi-
cation, and experienced 
teachers have the burden 
of assisting their clueless 
new colleagues.

    Surveys have at-
tempted to assess the 
reasons for this growing 
shortage, but few are ask-
ing the right questions, 
often using a query about 
“school climate” without 
detailing what specific 
factors are involved: re-
spect from administra-
tors, threats involving 
test scores, support of 
disciplinary actions, etc.?

    The National Center 
for Educational Statistics 
conducted a nationwide 

“Schools and Staffing 
Survey” seven times 
between 1987 through 
2011 and has conduct-
ed a “National Teacher 
and Principal Survey” 
since.  Nearly every state 
tabulates the extent of 
its teacher shortage, al-
though there is much 
variation in the way per-
mit teachers, emergency 
teachers, teachers with 
waivers, and other non-
standard-licensed or 
uncertified teachers are 
counted in or out of the 
shortage. These varia-
tions make it difficult to 
tally a common set of 
reasons or extent of the 
real shortage.

    But I have a net-
work of former students 
who are now secondary 
teachers, along with a 
cohort of teachers coast-
to-coast who read this 
column and are eager 
to share their concerns. 
Their narrative into why 
they are losing colleagues 
provides insight into the 
complex situations in 
public schools.

    Those teachers for-
tunate enough to teach in 
an affluent community 
were mostly unaffected 
by the No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) shift 
to testing. Indeed, some 
teachers from poorer or 
rural districts felt for-
tunate when  they were 
hired into an affluent dis-
trict. However, this has 
left less affluent districts 
with much higher rates of 
teacher shortage. —So, 
different schools, differ-
ent problems.

    The foremost cause 
of leaving teaching is 
their loss of professional 
responsibility caused by 
the shift to external test-
ing under NCLB. Science 
teachers were first to 

leave when they were 
unable to continue offer-
ing genuine labwork and 
field trips. With the repu-
tation of their school and 
even their job depending 
on test results, classwork 
shifted to teaching-to-
the-test rote memoriza-
tion. Many teachers had 
to stop using printed text-
books and were directed 
to use all-online mate-
rials. Principals would 
write in professional 
journals how the new 
generation of tech-savvy 
student teachers were to 
be preferred to the old 
veteran teachers who 
resisted this digital futur-
ism. Some veteran teach-
ers became fed up and 
retired early or entered 
science vocations outside 
of teaching. Teachers in 
other disciplines like-
wise retired in growing 
numbers, expressing re-
lief they got out. Some 
teachers became mere 
monitors of a room of 
laptops under the ironi-
cally impersonal “per-
sonalized education.”  In 
these last two decades, 
public school students 
have seen their teach-
ers de-professionalized; 
this has a major impact, 
discouraging this next 
generation of students 
from wanting to become 
teachers. They wanted to 
change students’ lives, 
not drill-and-kill student 
interest.       

    The second impor-
tant reason, often hidden 
in surveys under “school 
climate,” is classroom 
discipline and lack of 
administrative support.  
Veteran teachers remem-
ber when a student who 
got in trouble at school 
also got in trouble when 
they got home. Now it is 
likely the parent of the 

misbehaving student will 
arrive at school the next 
day to blame the teacher. 
A survey in the October 
6 Education Week found 
that 69 percent of admin-
istrators felt their teachers 
were empowered to bring 
problems to them; only 
25 percent of teachers 
agreed. Lack of admin-
istrative support is now a 
serious concern of many 
teachers.

    Money usually is 
not the reason for reject-
ing teaching. But more 
teachers are now finding 
they cannot afford hous-
ing in their school’s com-
munity. Potential teachers 
value education and when 
the cost of higher educa-
tion exceeds their abil-
ity to pay for their own 
children’s tuition, it is 
natural that they choose 
another vocation. States 
have failed to keep school 
teachers’ professional 
salaries adequate.

    Universities that 
attempt to lure teaching 
candidates from other 
fields and train them on-
line and send them into 
classrooms as rookies 
with a masters degree 
(and therefore higher sal-
ary) also anger regular 
licensed teachers who are 
well-trained and experi-
enced, but paid less with 
their bachelors degrees.

    Finally, lack of 
respect from our soci-
ety at-large figures into 
some teachers decision 
to leave teaching and in 
the drop in students en-
tering teaching. In coun-
tries that respect teach-
ers, in Europe and Asia, 
only 2–3 percent leave 
teaching annually; in the 
United States, that figure 
is over 8 percent.                     

Education 
Frontline

In that other lifetime, 
when I was an educator, 
I relished the weeks be-
fore holiday breaks. The 
anticipation of time away 
from the schedules and 
burdens of school shone 
on the horizon. No recess 
duty. No getting up before 
the sunrise. Of course, 
I’d drag papers home to 
grade, if I got around to it; 
maybe lesson plans.

The week before the 
breaks I’d start planning 
my days: I’d select a pile 
of books for reading. 
Thanksgiving break al-
ways entailed the first day 
as a day to get a side dish 
or two put together to take 
to the annual Thimesch 
reunion in Garden Plain. 
Maybe a bit of house-
work. Definitely some 
reading. Thanksgiving 
Day was spent (and still 
is) in the basement of 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church there in Garden 
Plain. I can’t even think 
how many years we’ve 
gathered on this day. 
Before the family became 
so large, we’d gather at 
Grandma and Grandpa’s 
home. At some point, (I 
do have 40+ first cousins/
step-cousins) we moved 
the day’s festivities to 
the Hiway Café here in 
Cunningham, then to 
Garden Plain.  

The  l as t  days  o f 
Thanksgiving were some-
times spent at other rela-
tives or decorating for 
Christmas, but mostly 
just at home reading; en-
joying time away from 
the job.

Christmas had the 
added bonus of being a 
longer break. Nothing 
was better than Christmas 
Day falling on a Tuesday 
or Wednesday, it meant 
a bit more time away. 
No cold recess duties, or 
recesses inside with 20 
kids who’ve been cooped 
up way too long …..  I’d 
(again)start piling the 
books in anticipation of 
all that reading I could 
get done. 

I would do some bak-
ing, spend some time 
with the families, but 
the best part was being 
home away from people 
and papers and recess 
and life in general. What 
seemed like endless hours 
of reading. 

Well, now, here I am, 
with a newspaper. There 
are no holiday breaks. 
There are no holidays. 
There are no breaks. 
There are no recess duties 
or papers to grade, either. 
But… Fifty-two dead-
lines a year. I’m going to 
have work something out 
sometime in the future. 

I do wish there was 
a newspaper vacation 
time. But there is not. The 
news waits for no one. 
Especially not me. 

Due to the change in 
deadlines and printing 
times, we won’t be able 
to mail out before the 
holiday next week. I don’t 
think a Monday at 10 in 
the morning deadline is 
feasible. So we will keep 

with the Tuesday dead-
line, I’ll travel to Hutch 
on Wednesday afternoon. 
The post office is closed 
Turkey Day, so I will 
mail out Friday morning. 
Your papers will be a day 
late, unless you receive 
them on Saturday, then 
they’ll be two days late. 
Apologies, but the print-
ing is beyond my control. 

Christmas and the 
New Year loom on the ho-
rizon, causing additional 
issues. I visited with the 
lady in Salina who sets 
up the printing for the 
Hutchinson paper (yeah, 
I don’t get it either). Our 
paper can be printed the 
day after Christmas and 
the day after New Year’s 
Day, and I’ll mail them on 
Friday again. 

Sorry  about  that . 
AGAIN. 

I do hope everyone 
has a safe and yummy 
Thanksgiving. 

This week is American 
Education Week, spon-
s o r e d  b y  N a t i o n a l 
Education Association. 
Be sure and check out the 
spotlight pages highlight-
ing the school staff. This 
is my favorite spotlight to 
put together. These peo-
ple dedicate...REALLY 
dedicate their lives to 
our young people. Bless 
them. Many times over. 

The staff seems to out-
number the students by 
looking at these pages. 
However, some of these 
teachers are itinerant-
-traveling and working 
in many schools, across 
several districts; touching 
the lives of many, many 
children. 

In our small school, 
teachers must step up to 
the plate and wear many 
hats and tromp about in 
many different boots. I 
am stunned by how much 
teachers must do in small 
schools like ours. 

Bus drivers and caf-
eteria cooks and janitors 
are an integral part of 
the children’s day. Our 
schools could not oper-
ate without their care and 
concerns. 

Teachers could not 
complete all the daily 
tasks nor help every stu-
dent if it weren’t for the 
support of their para-
professionals and aides. 
They can be a teacher's 
sanity. (I speak from 
experience). 

I  sometimes miss 
teaching. Or maybe I 
miss sharing good books 
and stories and words 
and sentences with young 
people. 

American Education 
Week is a good PR gig 
to make us stop and 
think about educators 
and THANK educators. I 
think, though, our teach-
ers need an American 
Education Month .. or 
Year. 

 Always reading, 
and currently reading,
"The Women in the 

Castle" 
by Jessica Shattuck
Roberta
“The great teachers 

fill you up with hope and 
shower you with a thou-
sand reasons to embrace 
all aspects of life. I want-
ed to follow Mr. Monte 
around for the rest of my 
life, learning everything 
he wished to share of 
impart, but I didn't know 
how to ask.” 

― Pat Conroy,  My 
Losing Season: A Memoir

Honing skills: 
K-State to host 
‘Farm Financial 
Skills for 
Women in Ag’ 
workshop series

Program will be pre-
sented in 31 locations 
across the state

MANHATTAN, Kan. 
– On farms large and 
small across the United 
States, the number of 
women making the deci-
sions is growing. Against 
that backdrop and es-
pecially in view of the 
current struggling farm 
economy, Kansas State 
University will host a 
four-part series of work-
shops focused on help-
ing women sharpen their 
farm financial manage-
ment skills.

More than 25,500 
women are decision mak-
ers on Kansas farms. 
They farm more than 14 
million acres, according 
to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Census 
of Agriculture. Overall, 
in 2017, 36% of all agri-
cultural producers across 
the country were women, 
up from 31.5% in 2012. 

Fifty-six percent of farms 
had at least one female 
decision maker.

“Women in agricul-
ture will be specifically 
targeted for these work-
shops,” said Robin Reid, 
a farm economist with 
K-State Research and 
Extension. “They tend to 
be an underserved demo-
graphic, but many times 
are doing the books or 
recordkeeping for the 
operation. By teaching 
them skills necessary to 
turn farm records into 
financial statements, and 
then using those state-
ments to make assess-
ments and management 
decisions, farm women 
can increase the profit-
ability and sustainability 
of their operations.”

The K-State Research 
and Extension program 
will run as a series, so 
each evening session 
builds on material from 
the previous sessions. 
Participants register at a 
cost of $40 for the en-
tire four-session series. 
The fee covers all meals 
and program materi-
als. The sessions, all on 
Wednesdays, are Jan. 15, 
Jan. 22, Jan. 29 and Feb. 
5, 5:30 to 8:30 pm and 

offered in 31 locations 
around the state through 
a combination of broad-
casted keynote and local 
speakers.

L o c a l  K - S t a t e 
Research and Extension 
agents will serve as hosts 
for the program and also 
facilitate the hands-on ac-
tivities and discussions. 
Dinner will be served at 
each location to start each 
of the four sessions.

For more information, 
including a list and con-
tact information for all 
participating sites, visit 
www.AgManager.info 
under the Events page. 
Registration is available 
online or by contacting 
the local host site lo-
cation. For questions, 
contact Robin Reid at 
785-532-0964 or LaVell 
Winsor at 785-220-5451.

“The downturn in the 
farm economy in recent 
years has highlighted a 
need for more education 
in farm financial manage-
ment, specifically focus-
ing on debt/asset relation-
ships, cash flow manage-
ment, financial analysis 
and benchmarking,” said 
Winsor, a farm analyst 
for K-State Research and 
Extension and farm wife.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
Women in Agriculture 
programs across the state, 
she said, but none that 
combine a state-level 
program with the con-
venience of 31 locations 
where networking and 
small group learning can 
occur. As many as 500 are 
expected to participate. 

The workshop series 
was inspired by a similar 
program at Washington 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s 
Women in Agriculture 
Conference where Reid 
and Winsor delivered the 
keynote address in 2018 
to nearly 500 women 
across five states.

“The model of hav-
ing webinar components 
mixed with local activi-
ties to reach a wider range 
of farm women was a 
wonderful idea for farm 
financial risk manage-
ment education here in 
Kansas,” Reid said.

The program is sup-
ported by the USDA’s 
National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture through 
North-Central Extension 
R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t 
Education.



Janet DeWeese
Beverly DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Janet Sterneker
Mary Oller
Mary Ann Ruckle
Rosanne Sullivan
Marge & Bob Sterneker

Sue & Dane Huhman 
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Liz & Steve Miller
Kathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob Stackhouse
Johnna & Elmer Freund
Kathy & Doug Griffis
Jody & Bill Thome

Kerri & Dave Steffen
Ruth & Todd Shelman
Judy & Scott DeWeese
Donna & Sean Crowley
Karla & Lee Stillwell
Gwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  
Jane &Jack Meyers

Eileen & Jack Crick
Robin & Robert Reed
Shawna & Tom Sterneker
Jeanette & Bob Kerschen
Whitney & Sam Rohlman Family
Amy & Lance McGuire
Lois & Don Becker

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

Cunningham Child Care Center
6 weeks old - 11 years old

After School Program
620-298-2010

4C
Cunningham Historical 

Society
100 North Main

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

www.skylandgrain.com     620-492-6210

www.kanzabank.com
Anthony – Kingman – Wichita

    Hutchinson LPO

151 N. Main      Kingman, KS
 620-532-5821

Toll Free    888-532-5821

Member FDIC www.kanzabank.com

Janet DeWeese
Beverly DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Kristin and Kevin Wegerer 
Whitney and Sam Rohlman Family
Liz and Steve Miller
Kathy and Alan Albers
Mary and Bob Stackhouse

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)
Protect our Kids
GO WILDCATS! 

Providing commercial, personal & farm risk management to Kansas since 1921.
Contact us today for an insurance review! 

Kingman - Pratt - Cheney - Anthony - Medicine Lodge
Sims Insurance in Maize
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Remember to support the merchants who support our school and community. To learn more about these busi-
nesses and what they offer, see their ads at:  https://www.cunninghamcourier.news/school-spotlight-page

In Honor of American Education Week

Alan Albers
Carrie Vahsholtz Jake Rakestraw

Sebastian Huelskamp

Bob Stackhouse

Stacy Webster

Ashley Nix

Connie McGovney Jill Kitson

Jerree Fitzsimmons

Jay Squires

Robin ReedEmily Huelskamp

Phil Theis John Huffman

Lance McGuire

Mariah Sorenson

Justin Nusser

Megan Osner

Kelli Barron     Mary Stackhouse   Shawna Sternker

Kristen Young

Diana Hankins

Photos courtesy 
of: Molly Morgan, 
Stacy Webster, The 
Cunningham Courier, 
Mary Stackhouse 
and all the other 
folks who sent me 
pictures and selfies. 

Robert Reed, the leader of the pack

Joe Sterneker

Beca Dawson

Molly Morgan

Tanya Ferguson
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www.skylandgrain.com     620-492-6210
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    Hutchinson LPO

151 N. Main      Kingman, KS
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Member FDIC www.kanzabank.com

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”
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The Courier Spotlights School Staff

Cunningham Child Care Center
6 weeks old - 11 years old

After School Program
620-298-2010

4C

Cunningham Historical 
Society

100 North Main

Monte Rose Construction
Marla & Monte Rose

(620) 318-6027 (ans) (620-672-8304 (cell)
Protect our Kids
GO WILDCATS! 

Amanda PrimIngrid Ricke

Andy Ramirez
Angie McGuire

Bart Ricke

Becky Huelskamp

Brooke BowmanCassidy Konkle

Cindy HoutwedTammy Beat Linda Terrell

Cindy Panek

Debbie Renner

Deborah Sulenes

Dustin Murphy

Eric Kerschen

Kathy Hartley

Michille Gwennup

Lynann Hageman
Nadine Hope

Tiffany Schnittker

Tera Fox                    Shirley Raney

Shelly Hardin

Deb Lawrence

Stacie Romine

The editor apologizes for any 
mistakes or omissions of school staff. 

I am blaming Molly Morgan.
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USDA Reminds 
Producers of 
2020 Acreage 
Reporting 
Requirement

T h e  K i n g m a n 
County Farm Service 
Agency reminds agri-
culture producers that 
December 15, 2019, is 
the deadline to file an 
acreage report for fall 
seeded crops.  Planted 
acres must be reported 
to FSA by December 15, 
2019.  The Agricultural 
Improvement Act of 
2018 (2018 Farm Bill) 

requires producers on a 
farm to submit annual 
acreage reports on all 
cropland.

 Timely acreage re-
ports for all crops and 
land uses, including 
prevented and failed 
acreage that producers 
submit to their local 
FSA office, are impor-
tant to ensure program 
eligibility for all farm 
programs.”

 Acreage reports to 
FSA are considered 
timely filed when com-
pleted by the applica-
ble final crop reporting 
deadline, which may 
vary from state to state.  

Producers who do not 
enroll by the December 
15 deadline are sub-
ject to late-filing re-
quirements.  Producers 
should contact their 
local office for an ap-
pointment to provide 
an accurate acreage re-
port of their fall-seeded 
crops.

For questions on this 
or any FSA program, 
including specific crop 
reporting deadlines and 
planting dates, produc-
ers should contact their 
county FSA office or 
seek information online 
at www.fsa.usda.gov.   

T h e  B o a r d  o f 
K i n g m a n  C o u n t y 
Commissioners met in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Kingman County 
Courthouse, Kingman, 
Kansas on November 
4th, 2019.  Those pres-
e n t :  J o h n  S t e f f e n , 
Chairman; Fred Foley, 
Commissioner; Jerry 
Henning, Commissioner; 
John Caton, County 
Counselor; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk

Visitors:  Jason Jump, 
Kingman Leader Courier; 
L a r r y  L a n d w e h r ; 
Richard Chandler, AEP 
Representative

S t a f f :  M a r k 
Schnittker, Courthouse 
Maintenance; Stan Goetz, 
HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director; 
S t e v e  B a c h e n b e rg , 
County Engineer and 
Cha r l e s  Arensdor f , 
Public Works Director.

Chairman Steffen 
called the Board of County 
Commissioners Meeting 
to order at 8:00 a.m.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the agenda as pre-
sented.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved with a unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

T h e  C o u n t y 

Commissioners  dis-
cussed the light bulbs 
for the Christmas lights.

Mark  Schni t tker, 
Courthouse Maintenance 
was in to discuss the 
l igh t  bu lbs  fo r  the 
candelabra’s.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners would 
like to move forward 
with the light bulbs.

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners  dis-
cussed the original ceil-
ing in the Commission 
room.

County Clerk sub-
mitted the minutes of 
October 28th, 2019 meet-
ing for approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the October 28th, 2019 
Commission Minutes.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Steffen dis-
cussed the sales tax for 
the month of October 
2019.  

T h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners went 
over quotes received 
for the Christmas Party 
Dinner.

S h a d  &  N a n c y 
Milford $1020.00

West Café on the Go  

$1190.00
S o n s  o f  B r i s k e t    

$1190.00
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to ap-
prove the quote from 
Shad & Nancy Milford in 
the amount of $1020.00 
to be paid by the County 
Commissioners person-
ally.  Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

County Commissioners 
approved the following 
abatements:

ABATEMENT
2019000302 -403.84
2019000303 -671.80
Stan  Goe tz ,  HR/

Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director 
was in to see the County 
Commissioners to sub-
mit the Planning/Zoning 
minutes for their review.

Mr. Goetz discussed 
the road closing that was 
submitted to the plan-
ning commission.  The 
Planning Commission ta-
bled it until the next board 
meeting in November.

Mr. Goetz invited 
Richard Chandler to the 
meeting and introduced 
Charles Arensdorf and 
Steve Bachenberg to him 
before discussions were 
started.

Mr. Chandler let the 
Commissioners know 
that his company has 
good news for the County.  
The Flat Ridge III project 

will be moving forward.  
Mr. Chandler is with AEP 
and they purchased the 
windfarm project.  Mr. 
Chandler thanked the 
Commissioners for their 
help because without all 
their work it would not be 
possible.

The windfarm will 
be 62 turbines with 128 
megawatts and the proj-
ect will break ground 
in Spring of 2020 and 
should be finished in the 
fourth quarter of 2020.

Mr. Chandler dis-
cussed the road agree-
ment with the County 
Commissioners, Charles 
Arensdorf and Steve 
Bachenberg.

Mr.  Chandler  in-
v i t e d  t h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners,  Mr. 
Arensdorf and Mr. Goetz 
to the landowner meeting 
and dinner tonight at the 
Expo Center from 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Arensdorf told 
Mr. Chandler that hav-
ing an action plan helps 
the project.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Henning moved to amend 
the agenda to add opening 
of vehicle bids for Sheriff 
Randy Hill at 10:00 a.m.  
Commissioner Foley 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

S h e r i f f  R a n d y 
Hill and the County 
Commissioners received 

the following bid:
Newberry Family 

Motors LLC   $100,095.00 
for three 2020 Ford 
Interceptors
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to ap-
p r o v e  t h e  b i d  o f 
$100,095.00 for three 
2020 Ford Interceptors.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in to discuss the 
Township consultation 
request from Kingman 
Township drainage site 
between Sections 20 & 
29.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the consultation request 
for Kingman Township.  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Steve Bachenberg up-
dated the Commissioners 
on projects.

Mr. Bachenberg asked 
if John Caton, County 
Counselor had a chance 
to look at the FLAP 
Agreement.

Mr. Caton said the 
agreement looks fine 
and can  be  s igned.  
Mr.  Bachenberg le t 
them know that  the 
Counties share would 

be $10,000.00 and it the 
project would be let in 
2022.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Foley moved to approve 
the FLAP Agreement 
with the County share 
b e i n g  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  
Commissioner Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Stan Goetz was in 
to discuss the planning/
zoning board member 
vacancy.

Mr. Goetz let the 
Commissioners know 
that he has a state audit 
this afternoon.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
the following building 
permits:

Eric Ruckle for a shed 
in Section 8, Township 
28, Range 10W.

Mark Vierthaler for a 
house/garage in Section 
30, Township 29, Range 
10W.

The Commissioners 
discussed with Mr. Goetz 
about the open position 
or positions for the Law 
Enforcement Center.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Henning 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
11:28 a.m. Commissioner 
Foley seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from the County 
Commission Meeting

November 4, 2019

MINUTES OF THE KINGMAN COUNTY 
BOARD OF CANVASSERS  ON November 12, 2019

The Board of Kingman County Canvassers met in 
the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Kingman County 
Courthouse, Kingman, Kansas on November 12, 2019.  
Those present: John Steffen, Canvasser; Fred Foley, 
Canvasser; Jerry Henning, Canvasser; John Caton, 
County Counselor 

The County Clerk submitted 26 Provisionals to the 
County Canvassers for review.

The County Canvassers accepted the following 
provisionals:

Full Ballot  7
Partial Ballot  13
Not Accepted  6
The Provisionals were given to the Provisional 

counting board to count.
The County Canvassers recessed the Canvass at 8:40 a.m.
The County Canvassers reconvened the Canvass at 9:08 
a.m.

The Provisional tallies were presented to the 
Canvassers with the following Official Results:

USD 331 District #1 Unexpired Term:  Diane 
Ontiveros   128

USD 331 District #2:  Kristi Brown                                    132
USD 331 District #3:  Angie Maloney                                177
USD 331 District #4:  Errica Parsons                                  96
USD 331 District #7:Leslie R. Krehbiel                            919
USD 332 AT LARGE:  Scott D. DeWeese                         166
                                     Brent M. Hansen         150
                                       Brent Miller               150
                                      Travis Thimesch          53
Norwich Mayor: Jerry “Jake” Power                                   73
Norwich Council:   Lanny Hower                                        81
                                Lucas D Schroeder                               56
Spivey Mayor:  Clay Mitchell                                              4
Spivey Council:  Robert Cocherell                                       7

                            Lester Holloway                                        6
                            Johnathan Bramwell                                  6
                            Patricia Morfitt                                          5
                            Joe Boswell                                               4
Cunningham Council:  
Tim Schultz                                     64
Matthew Westerhaus                      60
 Jason Ruckle                                   56
Kingman City Commissioner: 
 Jon Wollen                         446
 Merlin McFarland              424
   Adrian Harrel                     367
Penalosa Mayor:  Dave Reppert                                          5
Penalosa Council:  Ben Oak                                                5
                               Rosemary Webster                                5
                               Judith Davis                                          5
Nashville Mayor:  Sandy Lampe                                         14
Nashville Council: Donna Clough                                       13
                    Barbara Klausmeyer                              13
                         Richard Keller                                       14
               Kourtenay Householter                         12
                     Andrew Jones                                        5
Zenda Mayor:  Wayne Culp                                                 7
Zenda Council:  Kayla Westerman                                      10
                           Andy Kostner                                            8
                           Dale Swope                                               9
                           Todd Green                                               9
                           Clayton Pagenkopf                                   7
Constitutional Amendment:   YES                                      529
                                                NO                                        627
MOTION:  Canvasser Foley moved to adjourn the 

Board of Canvassers at 9:20 a.m.  Canvasser Henning 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County Canvassers.

MINUTES OF THE KINGMAN COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING ON November 12, 2019
The Board of Kingman County Commissioners 

met in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Kingman County Courthouse, Kingman, Kansas on 
November 12th, 2019.  Those present: John Steffen, 
Chairman; Fred Foley, Commissioner; Jerry Henning, 

Commissioner; John Caton, County Counselor;Carol 
Noblit, County Clerk

Visitors:  Clay Mitchell
Staff: Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/Wastewater 

Director
Chairman Steffen called the Special Meeting to 

order at 8:41 a.m.
County Commissioners signed County vouchers in 

the amount of $206,742.69.
Chairman Steffen recessed the Board of County 

Commissioners meeting at 9:08 a.m. to reconvene the 
Board of County Canvassers.

Chairman Steffen reconvened the Board of County 
Commissioners special meeting at 9:20 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Commissioner Henning 
moved to go into executive session with Stan Goetz, 
HR and John Caton, County Counselor at 9:25 a.m. 
to discuss an individual employee’s evaluation pursu-
ant to the exception under the Kansas Open Meetings 
Act for discussion of non-elect personnel matters. The 
County Commissioners returned to regular session at 
9:40 a.m. with no binding action taken.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Commissioner Steffen 
moved to go into executive session with Stan Goetz, 
HR and John Caton, County Counselor at 9:40 a.m. 
to discuss an individual employee’s evaluation pursu-
ant to the exception under the Kansas Open Meetings 
Act for discussion of non-elect personnel matters. The 
County Commissioners returned to regular session at 
9:45 a.m.

MOTION:  Commissioner Foley moved to extend 
Michael Noblit’s personal leave of absence for 30 days 
and his date of retirement will be December 1, 2019.    
Commissioner Henning seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the 
County Commissioners.

The County Commissioners approved a change of 
status for an employee from Communications officer 
to a detention officer.

MOTION:  Commissioner Henning moved to ad-
journ the special meeting at 10:17 a.m. Chairman Steffen 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County Commissioners.

Minutes from the County 
Commission Meeting
November 12, 2019

District Visits
During the first weeks in December 

State Senator Ed  Berger plans a listen-
ing tour of the District with the follow-
ing stops: 

December 2 Hutchinson Community 
College Alumni Room 4:00pm

December 3  Buhler MustardSeed 
900am

December 3 Kingman Rotary Club 
11:30am VFW 

December  4 Nickerson Sunshine 
Café 800am

December 4 Kingman Lions Club  
1130 VFW

December 5 Haven Senior Center 
730am  

December 5 Pretty Prairie Senior 
Center 1130am

December 6  Cunningham Two 
Palominos 7:30am

December 10 Arlington Carolyn’s 
Essenhaus 730am   

Senator Berger looks forwards  to 
visiting  with  constituents  at one of 
these locations as he prepares for the 
2020 legislative session.

View From the Capitol
by Senator Ed Berger
Kansas 34th District



 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
136 West B Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

The Business and Service Directory
Accountants

Agriculture

Banks
KANZA bank 

151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F, 9-12 Sat. 
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774
Diane Wilson    491-1139

Office   620-532-3581 
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. FridayDixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home Improvement

Advertise Your Business 
in the Courier 

“The noblest motive is the public good.”  - Virgil

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care
 
415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham 

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

BEAT    REPAIR llcBEAT    REPAIR llc
TRUCK &         TRAILER REPAIR

620-491-0293620-491-0293
Greg BeatGreg BeatGreg Beat
620-491-0293

Effective June 1, 2019:  Ads are $5.50 per column inch, 
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per 
column inch.  All ads are subject to approval of this paper, 
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify 
any ad.  Note: The views and opinions expressed in adver-
tisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff. 
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays
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C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to   9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

 

Miscellaneous

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

298-2357
RITA STROHL

CUNNINGHAM, KS

 

BoFarm Equipment

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In Kansas City 
& Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 53s’  Call 785 655 
9430 or go online to chuckhenry.com  for pricing, avail-
ability & Freight. Bridge Decks.  40’x8’  48’x8’6”   90’ x 
8’6”  785 655 9430 chuckhenry.com

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 316-223-4415

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS! Are 
you protected in case of property damage or if you have an 
interruption in service due to a property event?  Business 
Owner Property insurance IS AFFORDABLE and WILL 
PROTECT YOU when the unexpected happens!  For free 
quote, call 913-914-7784 (M-F 7:30am-9:30pm ET)

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around $1 PER 
DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No Waiting Periods. 
200k+ Providers Nationwide. Everyone is Accepted! Call 
785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a million fami-
lies find senior living. Our trusted, local advisors help find 
solutions to your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 1-785-
329-0755 or 1-620-387-8785.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Open en-
rollment is upon us!  We want to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan.  FREE QUOTES from top pro-
viders. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote 
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299

Orlando + Daytona Beach Florida Vacation!  Enjoy 7 
Days and 6 Nights with Hertz, Enterprise or Alamo Car 
Rental Included - Only $298.00.  12 months to use 866-
934-5186.  (Mon-Sat 9-9 EST)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792.

 

For Sale

 

VolunteeVCard of Thanks
 

H e l p  Wa n t e d
 

VolunteeVPublic Notice  
West Kingman County USD #332 announces the 

following Full time and/or Substitute employment 
opportunities:

Bus Driver
Cook

Custodian
Teacher

Para 
Apply online at USD332.org or stop by the Board 

of Education Office at 104 W 4th St., Cunningham.
Call 620-298-3271 to inquire about these openings.
An Equal Employment/Educational Opportunity Agency

Every prayer, thought, card and visit since 
Jack’s fall has touched our hearts. Thank 
you to our family and our Cunningham fam-
ily for each and every act of kindness. We 
are truly blessed. Mr. Jack is back! 

-Jane and Jack Meyers

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507  
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

SECTION 1.1 INVITATION FOR BIDS
City of Cunningham, KS (Hereinafter referred to as the Owner), will 
receive bids until 11:00 a.m. on Friday, December 20th, 2019 at the 
City Hall Office of Cunningham, Kansas, 119 North Main, Cunningham, 
KS 67035, for the construction of the Public Water Supply Well #3, 
Waterline and Hypochlorite Storage Building Improvements to serve 
Cunningham, Kansas. Bids received after said time will be returned 
unopened. The bids will then be opened publicly and read aloud and 
tabulated  by the Owner at the City Hall Office of Cunningham, Kansas, 
119 North Main, Cunningham, KS 67035.
Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications 
are available online by downloadable pdf format. Questions on down-
loading the drawings and technical specifications shall be directed to 
Harlan Foraker (hforaker@cedpa.com) (316-262-8808) at Certified 
Engineering Design, P.A., 1935 W. Maple Street, Wichita, Kansas 
67213.
Bidders on this work shall be required to comply with the Presidents 
Executive Order11246(Equal Employment Opportunity) as amended. 
Requirements for bidders and contractor under this order are explained 
in the specifications.
Bidders must fully comply with Subpart C of 2 CFR Part 180 and 2 
CFR Part 1532, entitled Responsibilities of Participants Regarding 
Transactions. Contractors, subcontractors, or suppliers that appear 
on the Excluded Parties List System at www.sam.gov are not eligible 
for award of any contracts funded by the KDHE State Revolving Loan 
Fund programs.
All contracts and subcontracts exceeding $100,000, at any tier under 
a KPWSLF Loan Agreement shall comply with the Anti-Lobbying 
Act, Section 319 of Public Law 101-121, and file an Anti-Lobbying 
Certification form, and the Disclosure of Lobbying Activities form. If 
required, to the next tier above.
Questions regarding the project shall be submitted no later than 
12:00(noon) on Friday, Dec. 6, 2019.
A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of the Owner, ne-
gotiable U.S. Government Bonds (at par value), or a satisfactory bid 
bond executed by the bidder and an acceptable surety, in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the total of the bid shall be submitted 
with each bid.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any 
informalities in the bidding, and clarify any ambiguities in bids received.
Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to exceed sixty (60) 
days from the date of the opening of bids for the purpose of review-
ing the bids and investigating the qualifications of bidders, prior to 
awarding the Contract.
Bids are invited upon the several items and quantities of work as 
follows:
WATER SUPPLY WELL #3, WATERLINE
AND HYPOCHLORITE STORAGE BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 
CUNNINGHAM, KS
Description                              Quantity      Unit

Site Clearing & Restoration            1       L.S.
Water Supply Well #3(Complete)    1      L.S
Chlorine Storage Building for Well #1 &#3   1      L.S.
Chlorine Storage Building for Well #2   1      L.S.
8” PVC Waterline(C900)    275  L.F.
Electrical Improvements for Well #1&#3   1      L.S.
Electrical Improvements for Well #2                       1     L .S.
Erosion Contol BMP’s     1     L.S.
Project Seeding, Fertilizing & 
        Mulching(Premium Fescue Blend)   1      L.S.

Published in The Cunningham 
Courier on November 21, 2019 (1t)
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Celebrations of 
Life

Check the 
Blessing 

Box east of the 
Methodist Church.  
Anyone can give to 

or take from the 
Blessing Box at any 

time. 

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham Methodist Church  
1 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on

 Tuesdays

Molly Morgan photos

Dan Peddycoart

 

To reserve the Cunningham Community Center,  
the calendar contact is Ruth Shelman

(620) 770-9153 or 318-6042.

Happy Birthday
        Avery 

Schonlau
&

Elias Hook
&

Acotas 
               McGinnis

D a n i e l  L e e 
Peddycoart passed away 
on Nov. 10, 2019. He 
was born near Tuscola, 
IL on August 14, 1932 
to William and Mildred 
(Rice) Peddycoart. The 
family moved to North 
Platte, NE in 1945, and 
Dan graduated from 
North Platte High School in 1951. On February 20, 
2004, he married Judie Thomas at North Platte, NE.

Dan worked for Union Pacific Railroad for 13 
years. After graduating from NE Vocational Tech 
where he studied Drafting, Dan moved his family to 
Phoenix, AR. Dan loved arts and crafts and was jack-
of-all-trades, doing carpentry work, owned his own 
landscaping company and later a Ski Lodge.

Dan was a Master Mason belonging to the North 
Platte, NE Lodge for over 65 years. He loved singing 
with Barbershop Choruses in North Platte, NE and 
Phoenix, AZ, where he was in many competitions 
with the groups and winning several awards. Dan’s 
favorite CD was Alan Jackson’s “Precious Memories.” 
He played and sang along with it daily.

Daniel was proceeded in death by his sister, Carol 
Peddycoart, his parents, and a grandson, Jacob A. 
Thomas. 

He is survived by wife, Judie Thomas, a son, David 
Peddycoart of Leander, Texas, a daughter, Melody 
Ackland (Allen) of York, NE, a grandson, Daniel 
(Michelle) Ackland of Wamego, KS, 2 great grand-
children, Caden and Laken Ackland, a stepdaughter 
Jana Thomas (Danny) North Platte, NE, a stepson 
Scott Thomas (Catrina) of Boise, ID, and stepdaugh-
ter Shannen Berens (Chris) Pratt, KS. Dan also leaves 
behind grandchildren, Megan Nuffer, Frederick (Fritz) 
Nuffer, Alyssa Thomas, Charles B. Thomas, Hunter 
Berens and Brayden Berens.

Cremation has taken place, no visitation. A 
Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
Memorials may be made to the Epilepsy Foundation 
or Pratt Area Humane Society in care of Larrison 
Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt, KS. 
Condolences may be left at www.larrisonmortuary.
com.

50 Years for the Freunds

Richard Freund married his bride, Rose Mary 
(Casey) Freund on November 29, 1969 in Dodge 
City, Kansas. They live and farme in the St. Leo area 
and raised five children who will help them celebrate 
their golden anniversary: Rhonda (Marvin) Harrell of 
Kingman, Neil (Maggie) Freund of Kingman, Danielle 
(Mike Romme) of Kingman, Jamie (Ben) Anderson 
of Valley Center, and Jason Freund of Cunningham. 

By  Coach  Lance 
McGuire

And just like that bas-
ketball is here again!  The 
Junior High boys start-
ed their season against 
Macksville.  We knew 
going in that we had to 
face a program known for 
their toughness and phys-
ical play.  Both teams 
struggled from the field 
and only tallied 11 field 
goals COMBINED for 
the game.  The Cats came 
out on the losing end 17 

to 22.  The game was a 
good reminder that to-
day’s basketball is not 
the basketball of thirty 
years ago.  No one can 
tell our kids that basket-
ball isn’t a contact sport 
after that match up. Our 
boys never gave up but 
did not adjust well to a 
no flow, knock down, 
drag out affair.  Going 
7 for 32 from the field 
and 2 for 6 from the line 
shows we need to find a 
way to get open shots and 

shoot under serious pres-
sure and contact.  On the 
bright side we only gave 
up 6 field goals for the 
game.  I know that with 
our boys competitiveness 
we will be better in a few 
weeks than we are right 
now.  Gage Elliott and 
Luke McGuire tied for 
the most rebounds at 5.  
Dagim Reed and Luke 
each had 2 steals apiece 
to lead the team.

The sixth grade class opened persimmon seeds 
to test out and see if they can really predict what 
the weather would be like. Will Wergerer gifted the 
seeds to the sixth grade class.  Inside the seed stu-
dents were able to see what the seed was predicting. 
If a student saw a spoon, it means lots of wet snow. If 
a student saw a fork, it means light snow and a mild 
winter. If a student saw a knife, it would mean lots of 
ice. Students found that 5 seeds had spoons. 4 seeds 
had a fork. 8 seeds had a knife. The students then re-
searched what the Farmer’s Almanac had to say. The 
Famer’s Almanac said that they could expect icy icky 
weather starting late January and lasting until the end 
of February. Kyra Morgan and Grace Hageman.

Brook Bowman

Predicting Winter Weather

JH Wildcats Begin Season

Score 1 2 3 4 Total

Macksville 4 2 9 8 23

Cunningham 3 4 3 7 17

Dagim Reed 6

Luke McGuire 5

Gage Elliott 2

Will Wegerer 2

Wylen Betzen 2

Clockwise from above left:
In the Junior Varisty game, 

Gage Elliott shoots.
Kory Morgan under the basket for two.

In the varsity game:
Dagim Reed shoots from 

under the basket.
Will Wegerer brings the 
ball down the court. 

Luke MGuire shoots 
from half-court as 
the buzzer sounds


