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Christmas Lighting Contest Winners
After a one-year pandemic hiatus, the Christmas lighting contest returned to Cunningham. We have many beautiful
displays. Some bountiful in their decors and some simpler and quieter. All a true measure of the spirit of the holiday.

First place honors were dropped at the home of Jennifer and
James Sterba at the corner of Fourth and Lincoln Streets.

Second place winner was the home of Marla
and Mike McGoveney at 218 E. Fourth Street.

Rita Strohl won third place in the contest. Her
light display can be admired at 312 North Lincoln.
“Christmas is not about the lights, not about the presents, not about the food, but about
being there for others, being a friend, loving someone whether they are family or not.
Christmas is a time of peace, of acceptance, and of making every world a better place.”
― S.E. Smith, A Dragonlings' Magical Christmas

USPS 006-101

Minutes from Kingman
County Commission
for December 13, 2021
The Board of Kingman
County Commissioners met in the
Commission Room of the County
Courthouse, Kingman, Kansas on
December 13 th, 2021. Those present: Jerry Henning, Chairman; Jack
Thimesch, Commissioner; Fred Foley,
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County
Clerk; John Caton, County Counselor
Visitors: Bob Morris, Kingman
Leader-Courier; Leslie Schrag,
Economic Development Director;
Zachary Bieghler, Kingman EMS
Director
Staff: Becky Luntsford, County
Treasurer; Linda Langley, Internal
Auditor; Mark Schnittker, Courthouse
Maintenance; John Wimer, Noxious
Weed Director; Stan Goetz, HR/
Planning/Zoning/Wastewater Director;
Charles Arensdorf, Public Works
Director; Susan Hubbell, Register of
Deeds; Sheriff Randy Hill.
Chairman Henning called the Board of
County Commissioners Meeting to order
at 8:30 a.m.
Chairman Henning asked if there
were any additions to the agenda.
The County Clerk would like an
executive session at some time during
the meeting.
MOTION: Commissioner Foley moved
to approve the agenda with the addition
of an executive session with the County
Clerk. Commissioner Thimesch seconded the motion. The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the
County Commissioners.
Chairman Henning asked if there
were any public comments.
Larry Landwehr suggested that the
Commissioners double down on their
efforts to save money. Also, would like
the Commissioners to look at the spending on things that are not needed.
Leslie Schrag, Economic
Development Director was in to request
an appointment of Sharon Rowan to the
advisory committee board for 2 yr term.
MOTION: Commissioner Thimesch
moved to appoint Sharon Rowan to
the 2 yr term advisory committee position. Commissioner Foley seconded
the motion. The motion was approved
upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Ms. Schrag discussed the Façade
Program and the dilapidated Program
with the Commissioners and if they are
interested in doing it for next year.
Ms. Schrag talked about the possibility of hiring a community development
director.
Commissioners discussed that the
County is members of SCKEDD and we
should use them for the grant writing.
(con't page 8)
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Meanderings
Readers, you are going to be so jealous of
what I have done. I have
accomplished something
that will have you all
green with envy. Maybe
just a very light and pastel green but green all
the same. I have set up
my Courier files for all
of next year. That bodes
well for you. First of all,
that means I plan on putting this paper together
for another 12 months.
Second of all, it also
means you can send me
something today to run
next December 29th, and
I can put it in that folder
and forget about it until next December. Isn’t
that something? I will
wait with bated breath
for someone to send me
something soon so I can
file under one of the 2022
files. Woo-hoo!
****
I have finished read-

FACEBOOK.
Bah! Humbug!
I was really going to
try and be nice and candy-sweet in writing this,
but it's late and I'm too
tired to try and save everybody's feelings and
I'm nice most of the other
times.
This a letter I am writing on behalf of my many
readers and subscribers
who often feel left in the
dark about community
events. I have had several calls over the last
few weeks from folks
who want to know what
is going on during the
holidays.
While I DO have an
account on Facebook, I
am frequently in the dark
as much as many of my
readers as I don’t rely
on that venure for local
news. Too frequently the
pages are out of date or
can't be found because

ing the Armand Gamache
books. Louise Penny
must hurry and write another one. I miss Armand
and Reine Marie and Jean
Guy and Annie and Ruth
and Rosa and Myrna and
Clara and.... Three Pines
and Quebec.
I hope the characters
are having a gentle and
joyful holiday season.
I am going to take a
couple of weeks or so
off from series reading. I
have a boatload of standalone novels here I need
to get read, so while I
will be traveling other
places, I won't be staying
weeks or months in any
one spot.
Maybe after the first
of the year....
*****
Another one of those
polls of weird information showed up in my
email inbox this last
week. This was the subject heading “Kansas’
Pfeffernusse Ranked
America’s 33rd Favorite
Iconic Christmas Food”.
Yes, I would consider
pfeffernusse cookies to
be an iconic Christmas
food. Then I clicked on
the interactive map to
see what other states
had for their #1 iconic
Christmas treat. Hmm.
Yeesh. I am glad I’m

from Kansas. Number
one on the list was
Vermont. Their number
one food for Christmas
is pumpkin pie. What
happened to that being
a Thanksgiving food? I
am not fond of pumpkin
desserts, I’ll pass on this
one. Utah: Green bean
casserole. Another odd
choice, and one I’m not
fond of. There were a few
normal Yuletide treats:
Gingerbread and sugar
cookies, fruitcake and
candy canes. I never really thought of steak, beer
cheese and smoky buffalo brisket as Christmas
foods. And what the
heck? Pickle wrap in
Iowa? Okay to each state
their own.
Grandma Thimesch
made those bite-size pfeffernusse cookies and put
them in the freezer for
Christmas. I can remember standing in the kitchen one Christmas, out
there on the farm, when
she pulled a container of
cookies out of the freezer
and opened the lid. I
clapped my hands and
jumped up and down they
were so pretty and small
and perfect. Then there
was that first bite, and
they were so, so good. I
just loved them.
I googled pfeffernusse

recipes, but none of them
looked like Grandma’s
cookies. I was talking
to my sister, Jackie, and
asked about the powdered sugar that seems
so prevalent in the recipes I found on-line. I
did not remember powdered sugar. I remember
Grandma’s were brown
and white with a red-hot
candy on them. Jackie reminded me that Grandma
put a dab of powdered
sugar glaze or frosting on
the top of the cookie then
topped it off with the redhot cinnamon candy. and
once Jackie mentioned
the frosting/glaze then
those cookies were as
clear in my mind and on
my tastebuds as if I had
them yesterday
Here is a recipe I found
online for the cookies.
There are dozens out
there. This seemed usual.
I did include a glaze recipe and rewrote part of it
to include the frosting and
the red hot. If Grandma
used a recipe such as this,
I understand why they
were Christmas-special.
Some of the ingredients
are rather expensive.
Ingredients
1/2 cup butter softened
3/4 cup light brown
sugar
1/4 cup molasses

they are listed under
some obscure name or
one that I can't figure out.
There are actually many
folks in Courier land who
don’t subscribe to the
adage “You can find everything on Facebook.”
Those who don’t have
a Facebook account or
WANT a Facebook account or maybe use it
only to keep up with
kids and grandkids are
frustrated because we are
not being kept in the loop
about what is going on in
our town.
If a sponsored event
is important enough to
put on Facebook, it is
important enough to put
it in the local newspaper.
Probably more so.
At a meeting someone
will say, “Let’s get it posted on Facebook.” They
whip out their phone and
DONE! And that is that.
How about someone else
say “We’d better contact

the newspaper or we will
hear about it from that
cranky editor!” And then
someone whips out their
phone sends an email to
me, and it's DONE! I get
it in the paper for all of
us who don’t care a flying
fig about following every
little thing on Facebook.
It shouldn’t matter
if you are a board or a
council or a meeting or a
school or a commission
or a city hall or a club, the
paper should be notified
so citizens far and wide
(26 Kansas counties, 24
states and one foreign
country plus 200+ folks
who visit the website
every week from who
knows where) have an
opportunity to learn what
is going on in our town.
While Facebook is
‘free’ advertising, I do
need to make a living.
So if you are sending an
actual ad or notice for
something, offer to pay
for it. This paper supports
many of the programs in
town, supporting the paper by buying an ad helps
me continue to support
programs as well. My
ad rates are very inex-

pensive and ½ price for
non-profit organizations
in our community.
I have funded many
of the advertisements
through the years. When
postage comes due, and
no one has paid for the
advertisements, I pick up
the cost (yes, part of the
postage is based on the
percentage of the paper
made up of advertisements; and my postage
to mail out the paper has
gone up 15% since last
December.)
The newspaper is an
important part of our
community-- this town
we call home. Please do
a better job of supporting
it by sending information
here BEFORE posting it
on *&^% Facebook.
Okay, I am sure I will
lay in bed tonight and
think "Oh, I meant to say
that... or why didn't I say
this? or why didn't I put it
this way? ... so you may
not have heard the last of
my Facebook tirade.
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(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on
December 8, 2021, a Petition was
filed in this Court by James Noblit,
Ginger Robinson and Ray Noblit,
duly appointed, qualified and acting Co-Executors of the Estate of
Michael A. Noblit, deceased, praying Petitioners acts be approved;
account be settled and allowed;
the heirs be determined; the Will
be construed and the Estate be
assigned to the persons entitled

thereto; the Court find the allowances requested for attorneys’
fees and expenses are reasonable
and should be allowed; the costs
be determined and ordered paid;
the administration of the Estate
be closed; upon the filing of receipts the Petitioners be finally
discharged as the Co-Executors
of the Estate of Michael A. Noblit,
deceased, and the Petitioners be
released from further liability.
You are required to file your written defenses thereto on or before
January 10, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman,
Kingman County, Kansas, at which
time and place the cause will be
heard. Should you fail therein,
judgment and decree will be
entered in due course upon the
Petition.
James Noblit, Ginger Robinson
and Ray Noblit, Co-Executors
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioners

1 egg
2 1/4 cups all purpose
flour
1/2 teaspoon baking
soda
1/2 teaspoon kosher
salt
1/2 teaspoon
cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon anise
seed as finely crushed as
possible
1/2 teaspoon freshly
ground black pepper
1/4 teaspoon ground
nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon ground
allspice
1/8 teaspoon ground
cardamom
1/8 teaspoon ground
cloves
Topping
2 cups icing sugar
2 tbsp + 2 tsp water
Red Hots Cinnamon
Candies
Instructions
Combine the butter,
brown sugar and molasses in a large mixing bowl and beat until
smooth. Add the egg and
beat to combine. Whisk
together the flour, baking soda and all of the
spices. Slowly add the
dry ingredients to the wet
ingredients and beat to
combine. Chill the dough
in the refrigerator for at
least 1 hour.
Preheat oven to 350

degrees. Scoop about
1 tablespoon of cookie
dough and roll into a
ball between your palms.
Place the dough balls on
a baking sheet. Bake for
13-14 minutes, until firm
to the touch. Remove
from the oven and let
the cookies cool on the
sheets for 3 minutes.
Mix the powdered
sugar and water. Place a
dollop of glaze on each
cookie. Top with a single
red-hot candy. Repeat
with all the cookies. Store
in an airtight container in
the freezer. Enjoy!
Oh, if only Grandma
were here to make these
bite-sized little treats....
Always reading,
and currently reading,
"Flush"
by Carl Hiaasen,
Roberta
“Each morning, I
would pull back the red
velvet drapes and open
the windows to let in
the noise of the city. I
loved watching people
running after trains, the
traffic chaos on Unter
den Linden. The cold
air of Berlin smelled of
tulips, candy floss, fresh
Pfeffernusse.”
― Armando Lucas
Correa, The German Girl

Public Notice
First published in the CunninghamCourier, Thursday, December
9, 2021.

6th P.M., Kingman County,
Kansas, more particularly
described as follows:

IN THE THIRTIETH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Commencing at the Northwest
corner of said West Half of
Northwest Quarter; thence
89°22’41”E along section line,
a distance of 781.03 feet to
the point of beginning; thence
continuing N89°22’41”E, a
distance of 229.88 feet;
thence S5°43’29”W, distance of 422.58 feet;
thence S85°36’09”E, a
distance of 346.92 feet;
thence S0°25’47”E, a distance of 304.66 feet; thence
S89°22’41”W, a distance
of 527.74 feet; thence
N0°37’19”W, a distance of
755.00 feet to the point of
beginning.

DISTRICT COURT OF
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF:
KERREN M. KREHBIEL,
Deceased.
Case No. 2021 PR 41
(Petition Pursuant to
K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a
Petition has been filed in this Court
by Merlin R. Krehbiel, surviving
spouse of Kerren M. Krehbiel,
deceased, praying:
Descent be determined of the following described real estate situated in Kingman County, Kansas:
A tract of land in the Northwest
Quarter (NW/4) of Section
Thirty-six (36), Township
Twenty-seven (27) South,
Range Seven (7) West of the
6th P.M., Kingman County,
Kansas, more accurately
described as: Beginning at
the Northwest corner of said
Section; thence East at an
assumed bearing of N90°00’E
a distance of 781.03’ to the
said point of beginning; thence
S0°00”E a distance of 755’;
thence N90°00’E a distance
of 530’; thence N0°00’W
a distance of 755’; thence
N90°00’W 530’ to the point of
beginning.
EXCEPT, A tract in the West
Half of the Northwest Quarter
of Section 36, Township 27
South, Range 7 West of the

and all personal property and
other Kansas real estate owned
by decedent at the time of death.
And that such property and all personal property and other Kansas
real estate owned by the decedent
at the time of death be assigned
pursuant to the laws of intestate
succession.
You are required to file your
written defenses thereto on or
before December 28, 2021 at
10:00 o›clock a.m. in the city of
Kingman, in Kingman County,
Kansas, at which time and place
the cause will be heard. Should
you fail therein, judgment and decree will be entered in due course
upon the Petition.
Merlin R. Krehbiel
Petitioner
BY: Matthew W. Ricke
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner
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Community Bulletin Board
is sponsored by

Saturday,
December 25th
Merry Christmas
Monday,
December 27th
6:30
City Council Meeting

Tuesday, January 4th
School dental
screenings
****
Lions' Club
***
HS BB vs Macksville
at HOME

Monday, January 3rd
no school

Ninnescah Valley Bank
will close at noon on
December 24th.
Merry Christmas.
“It is a miracle if you can find true
friends, and it is a miracle if you have
enough food to eat, and it is a miracle if you
get to spend your days and evenings doing
whatever it is you like to do, and the holiday season - like all the other seasons - is
a good time not only to tell stories of miracles, but to think about the miracles in your
own life, and to be grateful for them, and
that's the end of this particular story.”
― Lemony Snicket, The Lump of Coal

The End of the Year
Fast Approaches

When you buy a new gift subscription for someone or renew a
current one, I will see to it YOU
get a year free.
Offer expires December 31st.
(There is a limit of one free
year per person.) -the editor

Mark Schnittker
to Retire
Kingman County
Courthouse is losing
a true and loyal friend
this week when Mark
Schnittker retires as the
long-standing maintenance person. Without
a doubt Mark’s legacy
(and what he is most
proud of) is his contributions to the teams that
garnered grants from the
Kansas Heritage Trust
Foundation to renovate and bring back the
courthouse’s look of yesteryear. The first grant
came in 2007 and renovations and upgrades were
made to the historic old
building.
In 2017 and 2018,
Mark, Carol Noblit, Fred
Foley and Douglas Lloyd
(architect) applied for
grants in both years and
won $90,000 in 2017
and again in 2018. Those
grants were used to replace and restore all 172
windows to their original look of 1907. Today
Kingman County hosts
one beautiful courthouse.
Mark has taken a
job with the Blue Sky
Wind Security. He is in

charge of asset protection for wind farms in
four states. It does require travel across four
states, but it is a job he is
dedicated to, much like
his 16-year dedication
to the Kingman County
Courthouse.
Mark would like to
give accolades and commendations to his fellow
employees of Kingman
County Courthouse. He
spoke highly of them all,
and it is apparent he holds
them in high regard for
their dedication and work
ethic. He has enjoyed

being a public servant to
the citizens of Kingman
County and the historic
courthouse. The support
and comments he has
received from Kingman
County citizens through
his many
years working there are
appreciated.
He would
like to give a
special shoutout to his lovely wife, Helen,
for her total
support in all

his endeavors.
The Courier wishes
Mark the best of luck in
his new adventures.

story and photos by
Roberta Kobbe

Lions' Club Christmas
Celebration

Libraries
Cunningham Public Library
M o n . , We d . , F r i .
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Tu e s . , T h u r s . , S a t .
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Closed for Holidays
298-3163

The Lions' Club held their annual
Christmas celebration last week.
Dinner was served, gifts exchanged
and entertainment was varied.
photos by Grace Patton

To reserve the
Cunningham Community Center,
contact Ruth Shelman,

Zenda
Public L ibrar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
620-243-5791

Kingman
Carnegie Library

Mon. & Tues. 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
620-532-3061
Pratt Public Library
Mon. - Thurs.
10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays

(620) 672-3041

(620) 770-9153 or 318-6042

Activities at the Pratt Public Library
The Library will be closed December 24 & 25 for
Christmas and will close at 5 pm December 31st for
News Year’s Eve.
Preschool Activities
Toddler Time Tuesdays - 10:30-10:50 am
in person. It’s also on Facebook Live!
Preschool Story Time - Thursdays 10:3011:30 in person. There will be puzzles,
songs, stories, games & a craft.
If you have a child under the age of 5 - consider
joining the Pratt Public Library’s 1000 Books Before
Kindergarten Program. Get more information at the
library, sign up and get free materials.
K - 4th Grade Activities - Thursdays 3:45-4:45
23 No Class-Holiday Break
30 No Class-Holiday Break
Activities for All Ages:
Maker Zone
Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
— 1 - 6:30 pm & Friday 1 - 5:30 pm
The Maker Zone is closed
Thursday, December 23rd.
Perler Beads
Monday, December 27-Friday, December
31. Come in & create all week long. The beads
& patterns will be provided. There will be
people to press your creation & make it into a
keychain, necklace, earrings or magnet if you
would like. Plan to attend & bring a friend!
Free Tutoring
Free tutoring, for all ages, is offered to everyone by appointment! Talk to Eric Scott
Killough today & set up a time for tutoring!

B-29 Museum

is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairiebombers.
org for more information. If you would like to visit
the museum at another time call 672-8321, 6722444 or 620-797-2919 to schedule an appointment!

The Barron Theater will be closed the
next two weekends over Christmas &
New Year's for their remodeling project.

Kingman Historic
Theatre
237 N. Main in Kingman
(620) 532-1253

h t t p : / / w w w. k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

All Seats $6.00
(cash or local check only)
Showtimes:
Friday & Saturday at 7:30
Sunday at 5:30

December 22nd - 26th

Sing 2

Rated: PG

December 22nd: 7:30pm
December 23rd: 7:30pm--Sound Sensitive
December 24th: 3:00pm
December 25th: Closed
December 26th: 5:30pm--Sound Sensitive
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Narnia?

Our own Dafforn Park All Lit for the Holidays

This photo of a
lampost in Dafforn
Park reminded me
of the story "The
Lion, The Witch,
and the Wardrobe"
by C.S. Lewis.
Four children
visit a magical land
inhabited by mythical
creatures. The lampost
is a beacon from the
beginning of Narnia and
burns day and night.
The land of Narnia
is one of ice and
snow; where it is
always winter, but
never Christmas. But
once the Daughters of
Eve and the Sons of
Adam have come, the
spell put on the land
by the White Witch will break and Christmas
will come as will the spring and other seasons.
I love the stories Lewis wrote as an allegory to the story of Christianity for children
and adults. He was a delightful storyteller.

Christmas Mass
Schedule
Christmas Eve,
Friday, December 24:
*4:00 pm – St. Peter
*6:00 pm – Sacred Heart
*Midnight Mass
(11:30) – St. Leo

-the editor

“Wrong will be right, when
Aslan comes in sight,
At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more,
When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death,
And when he shakes his mane,
we shall have spring again.”

Christmas Day,
Saturday, December 25:
*9:00 am – St.
John, Zenda

― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Santa and Mrs. Claus (Tim and Gunta Renner) visited at St Leo during the Knights of Columbus sausage supper. Sunday, December 12th.
photo submitted by Joyce Depenbusch

“People who have
not been in Narnia
sometimes think that a
thing cannot be good
and terrible at the same
time. If the children had
ever thought so, they
were cured of it now.”

― C.S. Lewis, The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe

Check the Blessing Box east
of the Methodist Church.
Anyone can give or take from
the Blessing Box at any time.
Catholic Churches

Sacred Heart, Cunningham
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
St. Leo
Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Free Bread &
Baked Goods
at the
Cunningham
Methodist
Church
2 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. on
Tuesdays

'Tis the Season for Giving... Locally.
Fundraisers & Charitable Opportunities
in our Community

4C Day Care Shop smile.amazon.com or contact Kathy Albers 620-298-2725 or 620-388-0774
or leave a donation with the Methodist Church.

West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!
Shop smile.amazon.com
(to donte contaceJanet DeWeese 620-298-2717)

Hands of Hope (contact any church)
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund

(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)

Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of Kakindu, Kenya)
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)

St. John, Zenda
Sunday 10:00 a.m.

St. Peter Willowdale
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Lutheran Churches

St. John, Nashville
620-246-5220
Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.
Worship Service
10:30 a.m.

Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620- 886-3397
Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.
Worship Service
8:30 a.m.

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA
Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Cunningham Hands of Hope, Inc.
Who: A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing assistance
through donations and volunteers.
Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school district
What: Food
When:

Every Tuesday from 2:00-6:00 p.m.

Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)
Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.
How: Attend monthly distribution. Adult of household must be
present.
Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as soon as

possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

First Christian Church

Cunningham
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CunninghamChristianChurch
Pastor Mike McGovney
620-298-3201

United Methodist Church
Penalosa
Worship 9:15 a.m.

Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m. Adults 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Ken Keeling
620-491-0680
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YEARS AGO IN

The Cunningham
Clipper
W. A. BRADLEY, EDITOR

1931

December 25-Old Kris Kringle is scheduled to
make his appearance in Cunningham at two o’clock
Thursday afternoon of this week with a big Christmas
treat for all the kiddies who are able to be present.
Everything is in readiness for his coming and all
the committees in charge of the affair have been real
busy getting everything in readiness.
There will be a short program given near the
Christmas Tree which is stationed on Main Street
and following the program the treats will be passed
to the children. If the weather is agreeable a thousand
or more children are expected to come and call for
their treats.
This Christmas Tree program and treat is given as
a community affair and everyone is asked to attend.

1936

December 25-Those who enjoy good music and
especially the singing of Cantatas missed a real treat
if they did not hear the lovely Cantata “The Song Of
Good Tidings” sung by the M. E> choir at the evening
service last Sunday. The Christmas story, ever new,
was told in the most beautiful and tuneful songs we
have heard for a long time.
The choir was made up of more than twenty voices
under the direction of Miss Gulah Hoover, director of
the church choir.
Soloists for the Cantata were: Hubert Sellon,
Tenor; Mrs. Pat Bennfield, Soprano; Miss Bernice
Wyssenback, Contralto; and Norman Hart, Baritone.
Aside from the solos, the Women’s chorus and the
Men’s chorus numbers were especially beautiful
features of the Cantata. Miss Esther McGovney was
accompanist.

1941

December 26-The churches and school have presented some fine Christmas programs of a miscellaneous nature during the past week.
On last Friday evening, the high school glee clubs
with a few grade school singers, under the direction of
Miss Margaret Hilliard, music supervisor, presented
the Christmas Cantata, “The Music of Bethlehem” at
the high school auditorium. The Cantata was much
enjoyed by a good audience.
On Sunday evening the Methodist church choir,
under the direction of Mrs. Clarence Zink with Mrs.
Clayton Watkins as pianist, presented a very fine
Cantata, “The Adoration,” by Nevins. Soloists were
Norman Hart, bass, and Charles Hadley, tenor, of
Kingman; Miss Margaret Hilliard, soprano; and Mrs.
Art Patton, Alto.
The Christian church Sunday School program was
presented at the church Sunday evening to a large
crowd. The program was of a miscellaneous nature.
The Methodist church Sunday School program
will be given Christmas Eve, and will also consist of
miscellaneous numbers from the children and young
people of the various departments.

1946

December 27 - The Better Homes and Gardens
Club met at the home of Mrs. Evan Thornhill, Friday,
December 13th. Mrs. Arch Lovern was the assistant
hostess.
After a short business meeting Mrs. Ferd Burnett
gave a reading, “The Mansion,” by Van Dyke. The
reading was very much enjoyed by all.
Mrs. M. G. Jones who had charge of club
Betterment, gave an interesting paper on the origin
of the Christmas Tree.
Following the program, a Christmas gift exchange
was held.
Those present were: Mesdames; Paul Fitzsimmons;
Vernon Fitzsimmons; Pat Benningfield; Roy Wetherall;
Rufus Leiter; Carde Cannon; Perry Shafer; Luther
Walker; W. G. Jones; Arch Lovern; Francis Dafforn;
Harold Watkins; Percy Scott; Art Patton; Ferd Burnett;
and the hostess, Mrs. Evan Thornhill.
Cunningham has been highly entertained by
Christmas programs during this yule season.
Thursday, December 19th, the High School Music
Department and Grade School, under the direction
of Arlene Tade Bradley, presented an effective and
beautiful Christmas musical.
Mr. Grimes Pearson read scripture pertaining to
the Shephard Scene, Wise Men Scene, and Manger
Scene, while the musical embellishments were furnished in solo, ensemble, and chorus by High School
and Grade School.
Santa Claus was at the Methodist Church last
Sunday night to help with the Sunday school program
which consisted of songs and recitations. A generous
treat was given to those present.
The Christian church presented a Christmas even

-

program with Betty Amick as reader, recitations and
solos, and group numbers were enjoyed by all. Santa
also found time on his busy schedule to distribute a
Christmas treat to the boys and girls at this program.

1951

December 28 - An oil strike of major importance
apparently has been made by Anschutz Drilling
Company in its wildcat test on the Barnes Ranch
eight miles west and a mile north of Cunningham in
the Cairo neighborhood.
Two weeks ago operators logged important shows
in the Lansing lime at the No. 1 Barnes, located ne ne
sw 25-27-12w, and it created a flurry of excitement.
Since then tools have been going deeper, tapping
oil-gas shows in two formations, and gas shows in a
third formation with the Simpson and Arbuckle zones
still to be tested.
This has caused a scramble for open leases for a
distance of a couple of miles back from the test. It has
been reported that lease brokers are paying bonuses
of as much as $10.00 an acre for open acreage to the
south. A quarter-section adjoining the Ranch brought
$8.00 an acre.

1956

December 27- Quite a bit of interest is being shown
around here in the Kansas University basketball team
and the fabulous Wilt The Stilt Chamberlain, but Idaho
State College should come in for some recognition too.
A member of the Idaho State team this year is Ronnie
Adelhardt, former local high school and Garden City
Junior College basketball star. Idaho State is undefeated thus far this year and is ranked 20th nationally.
They will be playing in the All-College Tournament
at Oklahoma City, Okla., this weekend. Kansas
University is ranked first in the nation.
The high school basketeers evened their season’s
record at three wins and three defeats with a 53-46 victory over Byers High School here last Friday evening.
Cunningham started the 1956-1957 season with three
straight defeats at eh hands of Sylvia, Hazelton, and
Preston, but came back fighting to win three straight
games from Hardtner, Cullison, and Byers. The local
second team continued their winning ways by defeating the Byers second-stringers in the preliminary game
last Friday evening. Cunningham’s second team has
now won four games and lost two. Cunningham plays
their next game at Sun City, Friday evening, January 4.

1961

December 28- Quite a courageous crowd braved
a fierce, gusty, and cold northwest wind to welcome
Santa Claus in his annual visit to Cunningham last
Friday afternoon.
The parade, bigger and better than any before,
went off without a hitch, although the group singing
Christmas carols was dispensed with due to the disagreeable weather.
First prize in the parade’s float division went to
the Catholic Youth Organization of the Sacred Heart
Church; second place winner was the Cunningham
Grade School, and the Methodist Church won third.
Other float entries were the Cunningham 4-H Club, the
Christian Church, the Kay Club, and the Kayette Club.
Thirteen “good neighbors” harvested Verne
Stanley’s soy bean crop one day last week.
Mr. Stanley is a patient at the St. Francis Hospital
in Wichita, where he is recovering from major facial
surgery.
The “good neighbors” included George and Lloyd
McClellan; Lester, John , and Jerry Alley; Willis Rouse
Jr.; Roy Wetherall, John Baber; Lloyd Murphey;
Herbert Park; Harold Watkins; Delmer Huffman, and
Orville Shelman.
Three machines were used, and the gas was furnished by K. J. Scripsick.

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com or send to 320 North Stadium
Street, Cunningham, KS 67035

The Cunningham Rural Fire Department truck
was summoned to the William (Bud) Becker farm,
Thursday, morning, Dec. 15, about 8:00 o’clock,
to help extinguish a fire that destroyed a feeder pig
brooder house, along with 90 feeder pigs and a dozen
brood sows.
A large crowd, estimated as one of the largest
ever, gave Santa Claus a royal welcome, Saturday
afternoon, Dec. 17, when he made his annual visit to
Cunningham.
A beautiful day, calm and sunny with temperatures in the upper 60’s encouraged one of the biggest
parades in the history of Santa’s visits to our city.
Twenty-eight individual entries, plus five floats, presented a grand show for the many parade-watchers.
Tribute was paid to the communities’ senior citizens, who were escorted in cars along the parade route.
A special thanks from the Santa Claus day Committee
goes to the Cunningham High School Band and the
Cunningham Grade School Band, under the direction of Miss Leanna Siler, for their parade marching
music, the National Anthem, and special music,; to
Girl Scout s Vicky Spade, Debby Crick, Peggy Cain,
Reta Ratcliff, and Kathy Johnston for the flag-raising
ceremony, and to horsemen Herbert Park and Gene
Mertens, who presented the United States flag and the
Christian flag as they led the parade.

1971

December 23- Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kerschen of
Bloomington, Minn., announce the birth of a daughter, Wednesday, Nov. 17, at the North Hospital of
Hutchinson.
She weighed seven pounds, five ounces, and has
been named Julie.
The paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Kerschen of Cunningham, and the maternal
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Elmo Bennett of
Smith Center. Mrs. Katie Adelhardt of St. Leo, is a
great-grandmother.
Your home-town business firms wish The Clipper
readers a very Merry Christmas and the happiness
of this holiday season in the columns of The Clipper
this week.
They include Hilltop House Care Home, WegererKincheloe Impl. Co., The First National Bank, Cairo
Co-op Equity Exchange, Style-Rite Beauty Shop,
Bunge Corp., Rohling’s Skelly, Virginia’s Café,
Cunningham Groc., Baber’s Sudnries, Theis Barber
Shop, Thornhill’s Fina, Mary’s Café, Bob’s Repair
Shop, Kingman Manufacturing Co., Cunningham
Repair, Knotty Pine Motel, Scripsick Standard
Service, Dafforn Appliances, Ace Cleaners, B &
H Electric, Cunningham Apco, Jones Café and
Confectionary, Rose Garage, Raney’s Truck Service,
and Mary’s Fantasy Salon.
You can be Santa Claus in your own home town
just by shopping in home-town stores.

Cunningham IGA
TV Hams Shank Portion Lb. 39¢
Choice Round Steak Lb. 79¢
Ice Milk ½ Gallon 49¢
Pot Pies 5 8-oz pies $1
Carol Cookies Large pkg. 25¢

1966

December 29- A large new industry that will employ up to 700 persons is being considered for the
Kingman area.
Although the name of the company or the nature
of the products to be manufactured has not been
divulged, the company has requested, through the
Kansas Department of Economic Development, that a
labor supply survey be made to determine if sufficient
employees are available in the event the manufacturing
plant decides to locate near Kingman. The survey was

The Cunningham Courier
320 North Stadium Street
Cunningham, KS 67035-0038

Name_____________________________
Address___________________________
City_____________________ State_____
Zip ___________-_________

WANTED -

Old Photos for Our Community
Album
Call (620) 298-2659 or email

conducted in this area during the past two weeks by the
Industrial Development Committee of the Kingman
Chamber of Commerce.
It is known, however, that about 70 percent of the
employees needed by the industry will be women.

(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com
leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com

FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency
and an equal opportunity provider

Subscription Rates:
In Kansas: $42.00 per year / Out of State:
$47.00
Student Rates: $32.00 & $37.00 (August - May)
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JH Lady
Wildcats Fall
Short at Skyline;
B-team Wins
O n M o n d a y,
December 13, 2021
the Cunningham Jr.
High Lady Wildcats
traveled to Skyline to
battle the Skyline Lady
T-birds in Heart of the

Jr. High Girls
Fall to South
Barber
O n T h u r s d a y,
December 16, 2021 the
Cunningham Jr. High
Lady Wildcats traveled
to Kiowa to take on the
South Barber Tornadoes
in Heart of the Plains
League action and
lost 17-25. Turnovers
plagued the Lady Cats all
night and prevented them
from opportunities to
score more points.
After only scoring
three baskets in the first
half, the Lady Wildcats
still only trailed by six
points, 12-6, at halftime. South Barber
would extended their
lead to eight points in
the third quarter to take
an 18-10 advantage into
the final quarter. CJH
never gave up in the
fourth and played the
Tornadoes even in the

Plains League action
and came away with a
hard fought 28-37 loss.
Skyline jumped out
to an 11-6 lead after
the first quarter, but the
Lady Wildcats would
cut into the T-bird lead
in the second quarter
and trailed by four, 1713 at the half.
In the third quarter
Cunningham would

take a brief lead before
Skyline would fight
back to take a fourpoint lead into the final
period.
In the fourth quarter
the Lady T-birds would
outscore the Lady Cats
11-6 again to bring the
final to 37-28.
Rebounding was
better this game for
the Lady Wildcats, but

final period 7-7 to bring
the final to 17-25.
Scoring for the Lady
Wildcats was led by Kyra
Morgan with 10 followed
by Macy Neufeld with
5 and Brynn Wyatt with
2. The B-team girls had
trouble getting off shots as
well and lost 2-15. Macy
Neufeld scored the lone
basket for Cunningham.
The A-team record now
stands at 1-3 in the league
and 3-5 overall, the bteam is 2-2 in league

games and 4-4 overall.
The Lady Wildcats next
game will be at home
vs. Burrton on Thursday,
January 6, 2022. By

the turnovers continue to be a problem.
Scoring for the Lady
Wildcats was led by
Whitney Mead with
10, followed by Kyra
Morgan and Rylee
Miller with 8 each and
Grace Hageman with 2.
In the B-team game
both team struggled to
score in the first half
with each team only

scoring one basket for
a 2-2 halftime score.
The Lady Cats would
outscore Skyline 6-3 in
the third to take an 8-5
lead into the final quarter when they got hot
and outscored Skyline
15-0 in the fourth to
come away with a 23-5
victory. Scoring for the
B-team Lady Cats was
led by Macy Neufeld

with 9, followed by
Janessa Schnittker 6,
Brynn Wyatt 4, Kourtni
Fischer 4. The A-team
record now stands at
3-4 overall and 1-2 in
league games, while
the B-team is 4-3
overall and 2-1 in the
HOPL.
by Coach Bart Ricke

Coach Bart Ricke

Rylee Miller

Kyra Morgan
Grace Hageman

Emily Ogg

CJHS Wildcats
Sneak by
Thunderbirds
There are some things
we have come to expect
from our Highway 54 rivalry when we show up
to play at Skyline, as the
junior high Wildcats did
last week. It will be very
physical in their gym,
there will be a controversial call that will potentially impact the game,
and it will be a close

game. These things have
been a constant for 40
years. Monday’s matchup did not disappoint nor
surprise anyone.
The Wildcats started
slow for the second game
in a row. We let them
get a seven point lead
before ripping off 9 unanswered to be on top
after the first quarter. The
second quarter and the
third got progressively
more physical with the
Cats picking up some

key fouls that resulted in stay in the lead. The
several starters spending T-Birds fouled multiple
time on the bench. Five times to get the Cats to
different young wildcats the charity stripe, each
took turns stepping into foul ticking off a few
a tough situation with a precious seconds of game
minute or two here and time. A missed T-Bird
there the whole game. free throw and Wildcat
The 4th Quarter was very rebound sealed the vicintense as two of
our starters fouled
1Q
2Q
3Q
Scores
out. Another was
home sick, but the Cunningham
9
8
5
Wildcats stepped
up and made just Skyline
7
7
7
enough shots to

tory. The boys did a great
job all the way around to
keep their composure as
well as they did. Getting
a win in that gym is a special win!
Dylan Halderson led
the team in rebounds

with 9. Kendall Rogers
finished with 6. Layne
Green and Dylan were
tops in steals with 4 a
piece.
submitted by Coach
Lance McGuire

Wildcat Scorers
4Q

Final

8

30

8

29

Go Wildcats!

Dylan Halderson 14
Kendall Rogers
6
Stephen Kerschen 4
Kollin Fischer
2
Skyler Thimesch
2
Layne Green
2

“Wimps lift Weights,
Cheerleaders lift People" ”
― Stephanie, PA, USA
“I can’t go on saving the
world if it means neglecting my
duties as a cheerleader.”
― Mari Mancusi, Girls That Growl

Nora Huff
Andi Young

Kyra Morgan

Uh-Oh!
The young man in this
photo was misidentified last
week. Molly wrote "Cole"
on the help sheet she gives
me with the photos, and I
assumed, wrongly, of course,
that is was Cole Ruckle. It is
not. It is Cole Hageman.
Apologies, Master Hageman.
The CJHS Cheerleaders perform a
routine during a recent ballgame.
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Molly Morgan photos

Snapshots of Those Lady Cats

Mattie Jump

Ellie McGuire

Katie Hennessee

Cunningham Wins Home Opener
The Cunningham Wildcats played host to the Red
Raiders from Argonia on December 14, 2021. The
final score was Cunningham 50, Argonia 13.
The Wildcats started quickly as Trey DeWeese
scored on a lay-up from Lane Halderson off of the
opening tip. The Wildcat defense took over with many
steals and little scoring opportunities for the Raiders.
The first quarter ended with a score of 18 to 0 in favor
of the Cats. DeWeese scored six points, Isaiah Reed
and Halderson each had four points and Luke McGuire
and Erik Paris added two points each.
Cunningham continued the pressure in the second
quarter holding the Raiders to four points while adding 14 to their total. Halderson put in six points while
Scott Wyatt came off the bench to hit a three-point
basket. Will Wegerer got in the scoring column with
two points along with Isaiah Reed. Dagim Reed made
a free throw to round out the scoring. The halftime
score was Cunningham 32 and Argonia 4.
The Cats went five for six from the line in the third
quarter along with two point baskets from McGuire,
Halderson, Paris and I. Reed. Argonia added seven
points to their total for a 45 to 11 score.
With the mercy rule in effect in the fourth quarter and playing time for the junior varsity squad,
the Cats scored five points and held the Raiders to
two more points to finish the game with a 50 to 13
score. Halderson and DeWeese scored two points and
Trenton Schnittker made a free throw.
			 By Coach Bob Stackhouse

Cunningham
Argonia

1st
18
0

2nd
14
4

3rd
13
7

4th
5
2

Isaiah Reed

Will Wegerer

Final
50
13

Erik Paris
Name
McGuire
Halderson
Wegerer
DeWeese
D. Reed
Paris
I. Reed
Kei. Mills
Wyatt
Schnittker

2pt.
made
2
5
1
2

3pt.
made

FTM/FTA

4/4
1

2
4

1/2
3/4
2/2

1
2/8

TP

Reb.

Asst.

Stl.

4
14
2
8
3
6
8

1
2

5
1
1
1

1
1
1
5
2
5
3

3
2

2
4
5
1
3
3
4

1
1

Chg.

Luke McGuire
Trey DeWeese

1
Molly Morgan Photos

'Twas the Night Before Columbus Day' -- A Jolly Time was had by All
dancing in their heads. After a
quick costume change, Joanna
became a reluctant-to-comedown-the-chimney Santa.
The audience participation
was fun for the elementary
students watching-- and for
this editor who laughed out
loud more than once.
-Roberta

I spent a few minutes Friday afternoon attending
the Forensic class's rendition of 'The Night Before
Columbus Day," a clever and witty telling of Clement
C. Moore's 'Twas the Night Before Christmas.'
It was time well spent. This little play was written
by Maggie Lawrence and was full of literary surprises
and silliness.
The play was directed by director extraordinaire,
Mrs. Rebecca Huelskamp, and as always, her students
put time and effort and fun into their performances.
Hannah Ellis was the exasperated state manager, Alice

Huelskamp was the somewhat clueless narrator with a "mind like a steel trap." Taylor Schultz
and Brianna Dittmer played the children "nestled all
snug in their beds" and then with a bit of time off
stage Taylor became 'mamma in her kerchief' which
she tried to explain wasn't really a kerchief, and Ms.
Brianna became the dad who saw St.... "Augustine?
Valentine? One of those saints with three syllables in
their name."
Emma Harden and Joanna Hansen made their
fruitcake... er.... sugar plum fairy debuts. Fine dancers
they were, even if the children didn't want fruitcakes
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Minutes from
Kingman County
Commission
for December 13,
2021
Becky Luntsford,
County Treasurer was in
to request an executive
session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch
moved to go into executive session at 8:54 a.m.
with Becky Luntsford,
County Treasurer; Stan
Goetz, HR and John
Caton, County Counselor
to discuss individual employee’s performance
pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they
will return to open session in the board meeting room at 9:09 a.m.
Commissioner Foley
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
County Commissioners
returned to regular session at 9:09 a.m.
MOTION: Commissioner
Foley moved to approve
a Cereal Malt Beverage
License for Roadside
Inn that will expire 1231-2022. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
L i n d a L a n g l e y,
Internal Auditor was in
to review the department
budgets with the County
Commissioners.
Ms. Langley discussed
the cash carry over with
the Commissioners.
Ms. Langley went
through the five-year
plans received from
departments.
Ms. Langley discussed
the 4th quarter transfers
with the Commissioners.
John Wimer, Noxious
We e d D i r e c t o r w a s
in to review bids received for Chemicals
that he received from
Van Diest; Nutrien and
Red River. Mr. Wimer
gave a comparison of
the chemical bids to the
Commissioners.
MOTION: Commissioner
Foley moved to purchase some chemical
from Van Diest in the
amount of $32,287.01
and from Nutrien in the
amount of $10,304.00.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 10:00
a.m. with John Wimer,
Noxious Weed Director
and John Caton, County
Counselor to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception under the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, and
they will return to open
session in the board
meeting room at 10:10
a.m. Commissioner
Foley seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners. County
Commissioners returned
to regular session at
10:10 a.m.
Commissioners signed
abatements and escapes.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 10:15 a.m.
with Mark Schnittker,
Courthouse Maintenance
and John Caton, County
Counselor to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception under the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, and
they will return to open
session in the board
meeting room at 10:25
a.m. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion
was approved upon the
unanimous vote of the
County Commissioners.
Commissioners returned
to regular session at
10:25 a.m. with no action taken.
Stan Goetz was in to
let the Commissioners
know that they have
been interviewing for the
Internal Auditor position.
Mr. Goetz discussed
the wellness benefit kickoff that will start this
Wednesday.
Mr. Goetz asked for an
extension of vacation and
Commissioners agreed to
allow the extension.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 10:38 a.m.
with Stan Goetz, HR
and John Caton, County
Counselor to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception under the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, and
they will return to open
session in the board
meeting room at 10:49
a.m. Commissioner
Foley seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners returned to regular session
at 10:49 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 10:49
a.m. with Stan Goetz,
HR Director and John
Caton, County Counselor
to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they
will return to open session in the board meeting room at 10:54 a.m.
Commissioner Foley
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners returned to regular session
at 10:54 a.m. with no action taken.
Charles Arensdorf,
Public Works Director
was in with Josh
Riggins, Kirkham
Michael to review bids
received for the FF.424.0 Bridge Replacement
(#8070511). The bids
received were from the
following:
L & M Contractors
$238,039.00
Dondlinger & Sons
$285,647.00
Reece Construction
$323,768.29
The engineer’s estimate was $340,080.00.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to approve the bid from L &
M Contractors in the
amount of $283,039.00
for FF.4-24.0 Bridge
Replacement (#8070511)
to be paid with Bridge
funds. Commissioner
Foley seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
The Commissioners
signed the award of
contract for the bridge
replacement.
Commissioners signed
to approve the transfer
of funds from the Road
& Bridge fund to the
Special Bridge Fund.
Mr. Arensdorf submitted a memorandum
to transfer unused 2021
funds left over in the
Kingman County Road
and Bridge Budget with
75% to Special Highway
and 25% to Special
Machinery.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to approve the transfer of unused 2021 funds in the
Kingman County Road &
Bridge budget with 75%
Special Highway & 25%
to Special Machinery.
Commissioner Foley
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unani-

Kingman County Sheriff's Report
Sunday, December 12th
Traffic Stops			
Traffic complaint		
Alarm			
Animal			
Animal			
Animal			
Welfare Check		
Welfare Check		
Monday, December 13th
Traffic stops			
Traffic complaint		
Traffic complaint		
Vehicle disabled		
Welfare check		
Welfare check		
Welfare check		
Tuesday, December 14th
Traffic stop			
Traffic complaint		
Animal bite			
Motorist assist		
Wednesday, December 15th
Traffic stop			

8
500 block SW 70 Ave. Kingman
14000 block SW 170 Ave. Nashville
6000 block SW 10 Ave. Kingman
N Sugar St. & W. B Ave. area, Kingman
500 block W. C Ave. Kingman
11000 block NE 10 St. Kingman
15000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
2
5800 block N Berry Ave. Kingman
14000 block E Hwy 2 Norwich
10000 block E Hwy 54 Cheney
300 block S. Gregory St. Nashville
8600 block W Hwy 54 Kingman
11000 block NE 10 St. Murdock
3
100 block W Fourth St. Cunningham
Kingman County
E Hwy 54 & NE 120 Ave area Murdock
1

mous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Mr. Arensdorf submitted a proposal from Hall
Brothers, Inc. for Onyx
Mastic Surface Seal on
SW 170 Ave (4 miles)
& SE & SW 70 St (8
miles) in the amount of
$236,544.00.
Mr. Arensdorf let the
Commissioners know
that 50% would be paid
out of Special Highway
and 50% out of the sales
tax funds.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to approve the proposal from
Hall Brothers, Inc. in the
amount of $236,544.00.
Commissioner Foley
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Steve Bachenberg,
County Engineer gave
the Commissioners an
update.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 11:25 a.m.
with Stan Goetz, HR;
Linda Langley, Internal
Auditor; Misty Jacobs,
Road & Bridge Office
Administrator; Charles
Arensdorf, Public Works
Director and John Caton,
County Counselor to
discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they
will return to open session in the board meeting room at 11:35 a.m.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners returned to regular session
at 11:35 a.m. with no action taken.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 11:35 a.m.
with Stan Goetz, HR;
Linda Langley, Internal
Auditor; Misty Jacobs,
Road & Bridge Office
Administrator; Charles
Arensdorf, Public Works
Director and John Caton,
County Counselor to
discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they
will return to open session in the board meeting room at 11:40 a.m.
Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Traffic complaint		
Traffic complaint		
Alarm			
Animal			
Animal			
Animal			
Sign down			
Unlock vehicle		

Commissioners returned to regular session
at 11:40 a.m.
Zachary Bieghler,
Kingman EMS Director
reviewed his 2021 budget information with the
Commissioners.
Mr. Bieghler submitted the EMS Contract
for 2022.
Susan Hubbell,
Register of Deeds asked
for an executive session
for non-elected personnel
matters.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 12:15
p.m. with Susan Hubbell,
Register of Deeds and
John Caton, County
Counselor to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception under the Kansas
Open Meetings Act, and
they will return to open
session in the board
meeting room at 12:30
p.m. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners returned to regular session
at 12:30 p.m. no decision
made.
Sheriff Randy Hill
was in to discuss the radio system with County
Commissioners.
Chairman Henning
let Sheriff Hill know that
he doesn’t want to be in
charge of doing the radios and he would like for
him do all the leg work
because he doesn’t want
to do all the run around.
Commissioner Thimesch
was wanting to help by
doing the leg work and
getting help with the radios but if no one wants
to help and doesn’t appreciate it he will move
on to something else.
Sheriff Hill discussed
with the Commissioners
that he could do the
Sheriff’s Department and
just first responders or
county wide.
Chairman Henning
said if we are going to
do it we should look at it
countywide.
Sheriff Hill let them
know that he was just
wanting a plan when the
discussions for radios
started.
Sheriff Hill said he
would think about the
plan and get back on the
agenda next week.
Chairman Henning
said that he had a resolution 2021-R18 for the
Opioid Settlement.
MOTION:
Commissioner Thimesch
moved to approve

Resolution 2021-R18,
A RESOLUTION
OF THE BOARD
OF
COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
OF KINGMAN
COUNTY, KANSAS
TO JOIN THE
KANSAS STATEWIDE
LITIGATION
REGARDING THE
OPIOID EPIDEMIC.
Commissioner Foley
seconded the motion.
The motion was approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
The County Clerk
submitted the minutes of
the December 6th, 2021
meeting for approval.
MOTION: Commissioner
Foley moved to approve
the December 6th, 2021
Commission meeting
minutes. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners discussed the League
of Municipalities
membership.
MOTION: Commissioner
Foley moved to approve the League of
Municipalities membership. Commissioner
Henning seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Foley
moved to go into executive session at 1:10p.m.
with Carol Noblit,
County Clerk and John
Caton, County Counselor
to discuss individual employee’s evaluation pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act for discussion of non-elected personnel matters of
nonelected personnel
in order to protect the
privacy interests of the
individuals to be discussed, and they will return to open session in the
board meeting room at
1:20 p.m. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the
motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.
Commissioners returned to regular session
at 1:20 p.m. no decision
made.
MOTION: Commissioner
Thimesch moved to adjourn the board meeting at
1:21 p.m. Commissioner
Foley seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.

1000 block E Hwy 54 Kingman
N Hwy 11 & NW 50 St. area Kingman
16000 SW 10 St. Cunningham
SE 50 St. & SE 10 Ave. area Kingman
SW 80 St. & SW 90 Ave area Kingman
W Hwy 42 & SW 130 St. area Kingman
NW 90 Ave & W Hwy 54 area, Kingman
16000 block SW 120 Ave. Zenda

Thursday, December 16th
Traffic stops			
7
Traffic complaint		
SW 90 St & SW 170 Ave area, Nashville
Traffic complaint		
17000 block W Hwy 54 Cunningham
Electrical hazard		
E Hwy 42 & SE 30 Ave area Rago
Vehicle abandoned		
N Hwy 11 & W Hwy 54 area Kingman
Friday, December 17th
Traffic stop			
3
Traffic complaint		
15000 block W Hwy 54 Cunningham
Traffic complaint		
NE 110 Ave & NE 10 St. Ave, Cheney
Animal Bite 		
100 block S Westview St. Norwich
Saturday, December 18th		
Traffic stops			
1
Traffic complaint		
1600 block S Main St. Kingman
Alarm			
16000 block SE 20 St. Cheney
Animal			
400 block E D Ave Kingman
Animal 			
SW 90 AVe & SW 40 St. area Zenda
Theft			
200 block W. Sherman Ave. Kingman
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Pratt County
Commission
Minutes for
December 13,
2021
The Pratt County
Commissioners met in
regular session, Monday,
December 13, 2021, at
2:00 p.m. in the commissioner room, 1st floor of
the courthouse. The following members were
present: Rick N. Shriver,
Thomas W. Jones III,
Dwight Adams, Tyson
Eisenhauer, county counselor, Lori Voss, county
clerk and Mark Graber,
IT director.
Tyson Eisenhauer,
county counselor, please
state your name and title
when speaking, public
comment will be allowed
to the extent that it is
on topic. Persons participating via Zoom are
currently muted. If you
have a comment, please
let Mark know via the
chat function. Mark will
then inform Chairman
Shriver, who can take up
the comment in a manner that does not disrupt
the agenda. In the event
an executive session is
needed, it will be muted
when recessed and turned
back on when they return
from executive session.
Amy Jones, treasurer,
presented evaluations
and raise slips for 2022.
No action was taken at
this time.
Darcie Vander Vyver,
health director, presented COVID update and
COVID testing. She discussed an employee being off for twelve weeks.
She has completed the
school sanitation inspections. She asked for an
executive session for five
minutes.
Commissioner Adams
made a motion to recess into executive session at 2:05 p.m. for
ten minutes to discuss
non-elected personnel,
they will return at 2:15
p.m. Commissioner
Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to return
at 2:15 p.m. with no action taken. Commissioner
Adams seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
Chairman Shriver questioned if the city of Pratt
or the county is responsible for installing the
bike repair station she has
purchased. She reported
the community center
sign should be installed
in the next two weeks.
She has received quotes
on the entry doors for the
health department. She is
receiving quotes on pour-

ing concrete for another
sidewalk in the back that
could be covered by a
grant.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to approve the minutes from
December 6, 2021.
Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.
They discussed observing the federal holiday Juneteenth National
Independence Day. It was
decided they would wait
to see if the state recognized it as a legal holiday.
Tyson Eisenhauer,
county counselor, stated
tax foreclosures will be
filed the end of January
2022. He also stated Scot
Loyd would be attending
the December 20, 2021
Commissioner meeting.
He stated if there were
other accountants interested, they will need to
be contacted and placed
on the agenda. He also
stated clerk Voss is needing some answers before
the end of the year and
would like to use Scot or
another accountant.
Jalaa Miller & Ryan
Powell from IMA
Benefits Consulting presented an update on the
BCBS benefits. She went
over the usage and breakdown of claims. They
gave a renewal projection. They are estimating
an increase of 17.9%.
They will receive renewals from BCBS around
March, 2022. They would
like to take it out to market to get proposals fFrom
other insurance companies. They will make an
appointment to update
the Commissioners in
March 2022.
H e a t h e r M o rg a n ,
economic development/
COVID consultant, reported KDOT is meeting
Thursday to announce
awards for next year.
She discussed the form
due to KDHE for the
landfill but is needing
more information, it will
then need to be sent to
April Swartz, Varney &
Associates to sign off on
it. It was agreed to allow clerk Voss to contact
Scot Loyd for assistance
on end of the year funds.
She discussed the list
of needs for the public
safety building to make
it functional and if they
can be paid out of the
ARPA funds. Heather
questioned if Kelly could
be asked what is included
in the original $180,000
list. Chairman Shriver
questioned the road project and the cost share.
There is approximately
$1.6 million left to pay on
the public safety building. Also, the price of
the KDOT cost share
road, and the tower are

yet to be paid. Heather
questioned what will be
needed when the building
is finished, rather these
items need to be paid out
of capital improvement,
special equipment or they
take existing items to the
building. Heather questioned if the cost share
road project could be
turned down if the cost
is too high.
Chairman Shriver
would like to get the
road project out to bid
as soon as possible. The
tower will need to be
bid out or it could be
contracted with a state
approved contractor that
builds towers. She stated her contract expires
December 31, 2021. She
will send a new contract with no changes for
approval.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to order
eight voting booths to
allow for social distancing from inclusion-solutions for $7,690.00 to be
paid out of ARPA funds.
Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0. Clerk
Voss will verify they are a
state of Kansas approved
vendor.
Tyson Eisenhauer,
county counselor, questioned if there are funds
available for another
round of hazard pay.
Heather says there is a
cap but Pratt County is
well under that. Chairman
Shriver noted other counties are giving bonus/
hazard pay versus a percentage raise. Heather
suggested getting total
amounts that would equal
three percent raises. She
met with legislatures
from the state. She questioned their tax plans,
food sales tax and valuation changes.
John Hamm, Hamm
Real Estate & Auction,
discussed the land bid
at 35-27-11, he failed to
turn in a bid. The notice
has to run three consecutive weeks. It would
be opened January 10,
2022, at 2:00 p.m. all
bids would have to be
received by January 10,
2022, by 2:00 p.m.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to publish
the bids for three consecutive weeks for tax foreclosed land at 35-27-11.
The bids will be opened
January 10, 2022 at 2:00
p.m. Commissioner
Adams seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
DJ McMurry, appraiser, presented evaluations
and raise slips for 2022.
No action was taken at
this time.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to recess
for five minutes at 3:30
pm to return at 3:35 p,m.

If you see this
“suspicious”
vehicle over
the holiday,
ignore it. For all
other suspicious activity please call:
620-532-5133 for Kingman
County Sheriff’s Office OR

1-800-kscrime OR 911

Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0. The
meeting resumed at 3:35
pm.
Rich Sanders, hospital
board member, reported
on the PRRC building. He
visited with Doug Knight
on estimates of the cost
to remodel. He talked to
Brad Blankenship at the
City of Pratt, it does not
have to be rewired. There
is a grant for $250,000
that might be available
for a rehab center. Fire/
sprinkler system would
have to be brought up
to code if it’s not. Staci
Hanson is visiting with
different companies.
Commissioner Adams
questioned why things
were removed from the
building, Rich didn’t
know. Rich questioned if
it would be a tax exempt
as a rehab. DJ McMurry,
appraiser, states if it is a
for profit it will be taxed.
There are more questions
than answers at this time.
Ti ff a n y A i l s t o c k ,
RSVP director, presented checks for signatures.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to accept
her resignation effective February 5, 2022.
Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.
Tim Branscom, emergency manager/zoning,
reported on the zoning
board. Two members are
ending their terms. Brad
Swisher is not interested
in serving another term,
Doug Freund is willing
to serve another term.
Chairman Shriver made
a motion to reappoint
Doug Freund to the zoning board for another
three-year term. He will
contact others to replace
Brad. He reported his
table top is this Thursday
for LEPC. The generators
at the courthouse, health
department and EMS
were inspected. They
had to change the battery
at the health department.
He will have a meet-

ing Wednesday morning
at 10:00 a.m. with the
other counties on the
weather tower concerning replacing the lights.
He heard back about the
grant application to the
state for a new tower,
the state responded they
are sending the application on to FEMA after he
completes the rest of the
forms. The county would
pay 25% and the grant
would cover 75% of the
tower. Chairman Shriver
made a motion to approve
the purchase of lights for
the weather tower up to
$7,000. Commissioner
Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
Chairman Shriver
made a motion to recess
into executive session at
4:15 p.m. for fifteen minutes to discuss non-elected personnel to return at
4:30 p.m. Commissioner
Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to return
from executive session
at 4:30 p.m. with no action taken. Commissioner
Adams seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams
made a motion to allow
Clerk Voss to contact
Scot Loyd for year-end
questions. Commissioner
Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
Commissioner Jones
made a motion to approve
the voucher to Rusty Eck
Ford for a 2021 Ford
F-150 truck in the amount
of $56,726.00 for the
landfill/recycling.
Commissioner Jones
recused himself from
the meeting at 4:33 p.m.
Chairman Shriver made
a motion to approve the
vouchers for December
13, 2021. Commissioner
Adams seconded the
motion. Motion carried 2-0, Commissioner
Jones recused himself.
Commissioner Jones returned to the meeting at
4:34 p.m.
Commissioner
Jones made a motion
to adjourn at 4:43 p.m.
Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.
Meeting adjourned.

Upcoming Auctions

157 +/- Acres Barber County KS Land
LAND AUCTION
Wednesday, December 29,
2021 Time: 1:30pm
Online, in Person and by Phone
SALE WILL BE HELD AT:
Hamm Auction Center, 107
NE State Rd, Pratt, KS
Seller: Gene Blackwelder
For more information and a complete
list of auctions, see our website at

www.hammauction.com
107 NE State Road 61, Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

Public Notice

published in The Cunningham Courier on December 23rd, 2021 (1t)
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Dear Santa, Cunningham Third Graders Would Like.....

Dear Santa,
I wish for a bunny and a fox. Jessica
wants a horse toy and a bunny, too. And
a new stocking for every candy and toys,
too.
Your friend,
Addyson

Dear Santa,
If you could get something without money, what would it be? Cookies!
I want a TV for my room. I want a computer for Christmas. I want a horse for
Christmas. I want clothes for Christmas. I
want a Christmas sweater. I want a bird for
Christmas. I want an iguana for Christmas. I
want 2 cages for Christmas. I want a fence
for Christmas.
Love,
Jessica

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good and bad. So if I get presents, can I have a phone and a new tablet?
Can you bring slime to Shandi?
Kyndal

Dear Santa,
I would like you to get something that
my brothers would like for Christmas. Like
for Tucker, I would like to get him an ipod
when he’s older. Then I would like Liam to
get another Seaton book and I would like
a drum set.
Sincerely,
Brody Henning

Dear Santa,
I want only 3 things this year. And my
mom works all day and I want her on
Christmas Day. She has to work. But may
you see if she could stay home!
Happy Christmas!
Bonita

Dear Santa,
I want something for Christmas for my
mom Angie. I want to give her a cooking
set. What I want for Christmas is a pellet
gun, pellets, a deer stand, a hunting blind,
a boat, a paddle, a fishing kit, a pack of
knives, a small Christmas tree and blanket.
Love,
James

Dear Santa,
I really want a new house. We have been
kind of late to school. And I have no friends
in Kingman. And my dad wants a new dog.
From,
Anne Marie

Dear Santa,
I want a farm set for Christmas and
my cousin wants a hunting set. We have
been good, but crazy. Oh, and my cousin
is Bryce. I turned nine 20 days ago.
Wade Preisser

Dear Santa,
I’ve been very good this year. May I
have an RC semi with a trailer and a forklift?
Can Leah have a sketch book?
Love,
Ty

Dear Santa,
Hi. I’m Kaytlyn and if I gave someone a
gift, it would be a thing that I made. I mean
some people would be thankful for it if it
would be a homeless person. And money
and foods and a blanket. And my cousin is
sick so please bring her something special.
Love,
Kaytlyn

Kingman High School Welding Students Earn Certifications

Dear Santa,
I would like a collection of connecting
balls, but make sure they are good. And a
cage for the connecting balls, and 6 loggers. I would want to give Brody Henning
more things.
Love,
Jax

Dear Santa,
I want a PS 5, an Lol surprise doll, and a
nana surprise doll. I would give homeless
a lot of clothes, toys, and plates, utensils,
food, water, blankets and a lot of things I
don’t use.
Love, Neira

Hi Santa,
I really want to get my mom a charger
because she always needs one and someone keeps taking them. I want a hula-hoop,
a Robo Fish, junk bots and mini brands.
Merry Christmas, Santa and a Happy New
Year!
Sincerely,
Leah

Dear Santa,
I want 2 V-Bucks cards and I want
clothes for Christmas and I would like a
bed for me and I want a Lego set. Can you
make sure that it’s a Star Wars Lego Set?
And can you get my mom and dad a new
car? Please Santa? And why do they make
you so fat? And I like how your beard is. It
is so fluffy. It’s like my writing, it is so perfect. And write back, please. I love mom
and dad.
Tatym

Students in the Kingman High School Welding
Program in conjunction with Pratt Community
College, received their first round of certifications
this semester.
They received certifications in OSHA 10 and
Thermal Cutting (Oxyfuel, Plasma Arc, and Carbon
Arc). They will also be receiving dual certifications
with NC3 Lincoln Electric, and American Welding
Society (AWS).
This is a great achievement for the students, as this
will be a huge asset to them for future employment.
The Welding Technology program at Kingman High
School is led by Pratt Community College instructor
Jason Birkenbaugh.
In addition to the Welding Technology program,
PCC also has an Automotive Technology program and
facility located at Kingman High School.
Interested in learning more about how high school
students can earn college credit at PCC? See a listing of the available programs on PCC’s College Start
program page.

Pictured left to right: Dylan Laughery, Cody Abott, Kelby McDorman, Gunnar Scripsick, Wyatt Hillman,
Colby Bannon, Cole Watkins, Aaron Siemens, and Dalton Leis

K-State College
of Education
Honors Eight
Students for
Excellence
MANHATTAN — Eight
new graduates of Kansas
State University's College
of Education have received awards from the
college for excellence,
potential and promise.
These awards include the
fall 2021 Outstanding
Undergraduate Student

awards given to five outstanding graduates; the
fall 2021 Outstanding
Future Teacher awards in
elementary education and
secondary education; and
the fall 2021 Outstanding
Graduate Student in
Education award.
Tess Hobson, Admire
Jasmine Duarte,
Dodge City,
Tel Wittmer, Holton,
Ian Adams, Olathe,
Alyssa Gembala,
Overland Park,
L i n d s e y B e rg n e r,
secondary English education, Pratt, recipient of the Outstanding
Undergraduate Student
Award. Her service to
the community included

serving as a high school
Bible study teacher, volunteering at Pratt County
Food Bank, serving as
a 4-H Leader and swine
barn superintendent,
and being a member of
the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League. Her
academic honors and
achievements included
receiving the Charles I.
Rankin Scholarship in
Education, the K-State
Alumni Association
Legacy Scholarship, the
Clark Brink Memorial
Essay Award, the Borck
Leadership Scholarship,
the Gloria and Michael
Konold Scholarship and
first place for a Swogger
primary text certificate.

Saw this on Facebook and it tickled me. -R-

Classified Ads
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Public Notice

Seasonal Displays

Thanks for
recycling
The Courier on

Winfield Isle of Lights One of the best Christmas
Light Displays in the nation! Open Nightly 6:00 PM
- 10:00 PM Now - December 30, 2021
randy.3.75x4.2021.qxp_Layout
1 3/8/21 10:52 AM Page 4
http://www.isleoflights.org/

December 27th

Miscellaneous

Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers.
Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a Relocation
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

DISTRICT COURT OF
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

GREGORY L. SMITH,
Deceased.			
Case No. 2021 PR 13
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best
rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-656-6792

You are hereby notified that on
December 8, 2021, a Petition was
filed in this Court by Nichole B.
Thebert, duly appointed, qualified
and acting Executrix of the Estate
of Gregory L. Smith, deceased,
praying Petitioner’s acts be approved; account be settled and
allowed; the heirs be determined;
the Will be construed and the
Estate be assigned to the per-

HORSE BARNS | GARAGES | HOMES | SHOPS

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices--No Paymemnts fo 18 month!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts.

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view
thousands of projects and testimonials!

800-447-7436

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home consulation: 855-382-1221

mortonbuildings.com

sons entitled thereto; the Court
find the allowances requested for
attorneys’ fees and expenses are
reasonable and should be allowed;
the costs be determined and ordered paid; the administration of
the Estate be closed; upon the
filing of receipts the Petitioner be
finally discharged as the Executrix
of the Estate of Gregory L. Smith,
deceased, and the Petitioner be
released from further liability.
You are required to file your written defenses thereto on or before
January 10, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman,
Kingman County, Kansas, at which
time and place the cause will be
heard. Should you fail therein,
judgment and decree will be
entered in due course upon the
Petition.
Nichole B. Thebert, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioners

©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.

Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Financial Aid
Available for those who qualify. Call 888-918-9985

Advertisements
Needed!!!

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months
free premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 316-223-4415

IN THE THIRTIETH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds
& Shades. FREE in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top quality
- Made in the USA. Call for free consultation: 844-7400117. Ask about our specials!

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+
years odl? Call now! You and your family may be entitled
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 866-327-2721
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

First published in the CunninghamCourier, Thursday, December 16,
2021.

C-1 Construction
620-532-4195

Soil Conservation Practices,
Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Support your
hometown
paper!!!

Subscribe to your
hometown paper!

For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Animals/Livestock
Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to treat ringworm on dogs & horses. Eliminates shedding & doggy
odor. At Orscheln Farm & Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &ank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-462-2769
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for details.
844-268-9386
ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS! Open enrollment is upon us! We want to save you money on your
medicare supplement plan. FREE QUOTES from top providers. Excellent coverage. Call for a no obligation quote
to see how much you can save! 855-587-1299
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Complete
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432
Effective June 1, 2019: Ads are $5.50 per column inch,
$6.00 for full-color ads. Front page box ads are $9.00 per
column inch. All ads are subject to approval of this paper,
which reserves the right to edit, reject, or properly classify
any ad. Note: The views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The Cunningham Courier do not necessarily
represent the views and opinions of the Courier or staff.
Errors will be corrected when brought to my attention.
Classified Ad Rates
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run.
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

Cunningham Auto
Service

Conrardy Seeds

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt
620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave Kingman, KS

(620) 532-5508

AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds
“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Liquor

OPEN — 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. — Monday thru Thursday
10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. — Friday & Saturday
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”
298-2033

Accountants

Child Care

Insurance

Optometrists

Pharmacists

Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C.

4C

Fitzsimmons Insurance

Troy Maydew, OD
Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

211 North Main,, Kingman,

Certified Public Accountants

Complete Accounting Services
Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll
- Consulting Joseph A. Harbert, CPA
217 N Main St. Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3667
Lorin Haas, CPA
420 S. Jackson Suite 200
Pratt, KS 67124
620-672-3400

Agriculture
Neville Built

Grain Trailers
& Custom-Built Trailers
Dick or Marvin Neville
5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS
620-532-3487
1-800-301-3487

Banks
KANZA bank

151 N. Main, Kingman, KS
620-532-5821

Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd
Cunningham, KS

Cunningham, KS 67037
Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

620-298-2010

For more information
see display ad on page 2

Home
Improvement

State Farm Insurance

Dixon’s
True Value Hardware
Heating & A/C
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS
532-2631

Real Estate

Jon Wollen, Agent
152 N Main Street
Kingman, KS 67068
Bus: 620-532-3179
Toll Free: 800-824-6681
www.jonwollen.com

Repair Service

216 S. Oak
Pratt, Kansas 67124
620-672-5934
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. M - F
604 N. Walnut
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104
620-886-3222
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD
104 West C Ave.
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3154
1-800-371-3154
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Kingman Real Estate
SALES AND APPRAISALS

Scott Sparks

532-4242

Nancy Milford

491-0774

Diane Wilson

491-1139

Lobby Hours
9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours
8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat.

Office 620-532-3581
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS

Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service

BEAT REPAIR llc

TRUCK &

TRAILER REPAIR
Greg
GregBeat
Beat

620-491-0293
620-491-0293

415 West Santa Fe, Cunningham

We now have a Tire Machine
Our Living is Fixing Yours!

Advertise Your
Business
in the Courier

Kingman Drug

Pharmacists on call 24 hours
Days - store ph. 532-5113
Emergency after hours call
Merlin McFarland 532-3855

Hospitals and
Clinics
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Judith Smith

Judith Helen Smith, 76, passed away Sunday,
December 5, 2021 at Hilltop Manor in Cunningham.
She was born on February 28, 1945 in Vermont.
Judith worked as a cook. She enjoyed knitting, sewing, gardening and spending time with her children..
She is survived by her daughter, Heidi Smith of
San Antonio, Texas; sons, Jessie Smith of Spokane,
Washington and Jeremiah Smith of Burwell, Nebraska;
granddaughters, Kendall Herrera and Emerson Smith;
and grandsons, Aiden Herrera and Zachary Smith.
Judith is preceded in death by her parents and her
brother, Phil Keyser.
Cremation has taken place.
Memorials may be made to ASPCA in care of
Larrison Mortuary. Online condolences may be made
at www.larrisonmortuary.com.

Nici Kessler
Nici Ann Kessler, 75,
passed away , Saturday,
December 4, 2021. She was
born on February 27, 1946
in Pratt to Thomas and
Lilly (Chinn) Snyder. Nici
married Delbert Kessler on
June 4, 1966 in Coats, KS.
He preceded her in death
on October 14, 2021.
Nici was a member of Iuka Methodist Church, Pratt
4-H Club, and Kansas High School Rodeo Association.
She taught CNA and CMA classes at Pratt Community
College. She was very dedicated to the nursing programs in her communities.
She is survived by her daughter, Annette (Earl)
Marquardt of Pratt; sons, Delbert Eugene (Dona)
Kessler II of Abbyville, Gregory S. Kessler of Pratt
and Jason A. (Laura) Kessler of Montana; grandchildren, Kristina Akue of Nebraska, Thomas Eugene
(Desirae) Kessler of Elk City, Christopher J. Kessler
of Pratt, Jacob Kessler of Lane, Shyanne Kessler of
Nickerson, Travis Kessler of Abbyville, Jessica Reta of
Hutchinson, DJ (Alayna) Reta of Texas; Cody Kessler
of St. John, Ty and Miranda Kessler of Montana. Great
grandchildren surviving are Dylan and Breana Akue
and A’Riyal Kessler; Toby, Naomi, Paislea, and Riggin
Kessler; JJ and Bentley Kessler; Reyna and Karson
Kessler. Surviving siblings, Dr. Larry G. (Bonnie)
Snyder, Dr. Lindi Snyder, Cindi Foulk, and Gerald
(Laurie) Snyder.
Nici is preceded in death by her parents; husband,
Delbert; and her brother, Thomas Gayle Snyder, II.
Funeral service was held Monday, December 20,
2021 at Iuka Methodist Church, Iuka, with Pastor Louis
Keeling presiding. Burial followed at Iuka Cemetery,
Iuka.
Memorials may be made to Nici Kessler Memorial
Fund in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club
Road, Pratt. Online condolences may be made at www.
larrisonmortuary.com.

Mike Talarovich
Michael “ Mike” Thomas Talarovich, 71, passed
away on Saturday, December 18, 2021 at his home. He
was born on August 14, 1950 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania
to Michael and Ann (Gillen) Talarovich. Michael married Teresa (Sims) Talarovich on November 19, 1983
in Pratt. They were married for 38 years.
Mike graduated from Deer Park High School
in Long Island, New York. He worked for Stanion
Wholesale Electric from 1975-2018 as an outside
salesman, manager and purchasing agent. He enjoyed
golfing, fishing, gambling, watching sports and spending time with his grandkids.
He is survived by his wife, Teresa; children,
Michael Schniepp of Arkansas, Michelle Schniepp
of Arkansas, Starla (Brandon) Smithwick of Ark City
and Hollie Talarovich of Pratt; sister, Patricia G (John)
Mandia of Sarasota, Florida; and grandchildren, Cody
Roberts, Macaela Releford, Devin Smithwick, Mars
Schniepp, Shae Smithwick, Breckin Talarovich and
Keegan Talarovich.
Mike is preceded in death by his parents; sisters,
Maryanne Keller and Elizabeth Koop.
Masks are requested. Visitation will be Monday,
December 27, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. at
Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Rd, Pratt.
Funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday,
December 28, 2021 at Larrison Mortuary, Pratt. Burial
will follow at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt.
Memorials may be made to Saint Jude’s Children’s
Research in care of Larrison Mortuary.

Bob Slinkard

Garret Holder

Robert Bruce Slinkard
of Pratt KS passed away
December 16, 2021 at
his home. He was born
on August 20, 1938 in
Leadville, CO to Ralph
Bruce and Vita Lorraine
Slinkard. Robert married
Barbara Ann (Baringer)
Slinkard 61 years ago on
August 19, 1960.
Bob was known for his love for his family, his deep
faith and generosity, and his beautiful and bountiful
gardens.
Bob graduated from Isabel High School in 1956. He
joined the United States Navy in May 1960, where he
served during the Vietnam War. He was Master Chief
Electronics Technician and retired from the Navy in
June 1980. He was a member of the American Legion.
He is survived by his wife, Barbara; Cindy and
Steve Shumway of Pratt; Julie and Charley Bartlett
of Mustang, OK; Steve Slinkard of Gordonville, TX;
siblings, Frances Protheroe of Wichita; Bill Slinkard
of Medicine Lodge; grandsons, Chris and Amber
Shumway, Eric Beeler and Brittany Nefcy, Jonathan
Turner, Kes Slinkard, Gage Slinkard; and five great
grandchildren.
Robert is preceded in death by his parents; son,
Robert Bruce Slinkard, Jr; daughter, Amy Wayland;
and sisters, Dorothy Stark and Mary Jane Hindman.
Cremation has taken place. A private family service
will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Pratt
Food Bank or Pratt 4-H Foundation in care of Larrison
Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt, KS 67124.

Garret Charles Holder,
42, died Dec. 16, 2021
at his parent’s home in
Kingman.
He was born May 28,
1979, in Kingman the
son of Mitch and Connie
Holder.
A longtime resident
of Wichita, having previously lived in Kingman and Emporia, he was a retired
Sr. Accountant for Pulse Medical Services.
Survivors include a daughter Adilynn; parents
Mitch and Connie; brother Garth; sister Galane
Holder; grandmother Donna Holder; nephews Draken
and Daven Holder; and niece Daiclyn Phillips.
A private family memorial service will take place
at later date.
Memorials contributions are suggested to the
Adilynn Educational Fund or the Kingman County
Humane Society in care of Livingston Funeral Home.

Sue’s Ultimate
Embroidery
206 S. Main Street
Pratt, KS 67125
620-770-1255
Sue DeWeese, Owner
sue_deweese@yahoo.com

Jere McCutchen
Jeremiah “Jere” John
McCutchen, 48, passed
away Friday, December
17, 2021 at Pratt Regional
Medical Center. He was
born on July 14, 1973
in Kingman to John
McCutchen and Susan
Marie (Payton) Swonger.
Jere graduated from St. John High School in
1994. He worked with Rosewood Day Services. He
was a member of Reach Church and Rosewood Day
Services. He loved attending Ranch Class. In 2012, he
received the World Championship Trails through the
American Snafflebit Association in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
He is survived by his parents, Susan and Brett
Swonger of Pratt; grandfather, Ben Payton of Great
Bend; brother, Jesse Swonger of Wichita; sister, Marti
(Tyler) Applegate of Chanute; and nephews, Tucker
and Cason Applegate.
Jere is preceded in death by his grandparents,
Dorothy Payton, Rex and Charlotte Swonger and
Hazel and Lester McCutchen.
Visitation will be Monday, December 27, 2021
from 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. with family receiving
friends from 5-7 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country
Club Road, Pratt. Funeral service will be held at 2:00
p.m., Tuesday, December 28, 2021 at Reach Church,
Pratt. Burial will follow at Ellenwood Cemetery,
Sawyer.
Memorials may be made to Roots and Wings
Foundation through Rosewood Services in care of
Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt.

d
e
l
cel

n
a
c

Introducing
“Home of the Wildcats” - Cunningham HS
by Darren R Parker
Original painting
currently on display at
Ninnescah Valley Bank.
$50 each with 20% of
all sales being donated to
Cunningham High School
(limited to 100)
8x10 matted to 11x14
Signed, numbered and
placed into a protective
sleeve for safe keeping.
Contact Darren at
artofahs@gmail.com or
text him at 909-659-4445

Hilltop Manor

skilled nursing by Americare
403 S. Valley Street
Cuningham, KS 67035
620-298-2781
www. americareusa.net
hilltop@americareusa.net
facebook.com/HilltopManorKS

Check the Blessing Box east
of the Methodist Church.
Anyone can give or take from
the Blessing Box at any time.

Free Bread & Baked Goods
at the
Cunningham Methodist Church
2 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
Tuesdays

